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There’s a Robison-Anton thread for every season? 
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For nearly a century Robison-Anton has home. With over 450 beautiful colors in rayon or 
lead the commercial embroidery industry polyester, Robison-Anton offers the designer a 
with the finest embellishment and decorative multitude of creative possibilities. 


threads available. All spools are tested for uniformity, tensile 


When you choose Robison-Anton thread, strength and color match -providing smooth and 
rayon or polyester, you’ve not only chosen easy running on all embroidery machines. Also, 
the finest thread made but you have brought all Robison-Anton thread is manufactured right 
the top performing mini-king spool into your here in America. 


Robison-Anton 
TEXTILE COMPANY 


Available at your favorite sewing store. 
ROBISON-ANTON TEXTILE COMPANY, PO Box 159, Fairview, New Jersey 07022 = =e 
SHIPPING ADDRESS: 175 Bergen Boulevard, Fairview, New Jersey 07022 NJ: (201) 941-0500 FAX: (201) 941-8994 —_— 4 
INTERNET ADDRESS: http://www.robison-anton.com E-MAIL ADDRESS: sales@robison-anton.com | : 


$ ` 
HERRSCHNERS/ROBISON-ANTON r s te 
ADDRESS: 2800 Hoover Road, Stevens Point, WI 54481 ORDER TOLL FREE: (800) 328-3894 7 de a | 
CUSTOMER SERVICE: (800) 713-1239 FAX: (715) 341-2250 (24 hrs. a day, credit cards accepted) — 
INTERNET ADDRESS: http://www.threadsnow.com | MADE IN THE U.S.A. | 
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There’s nothing like the feeling of a perfect 
fit. With features like a color touch screen, 
a floppy disk drive along with a card slot 
and a large 6-!/; x 10-'/,’ hoop, the 
Baby Lock new Ellagéo’ will enhance your 
love of sewing. But that should come as no 
surprise because Baby Lock has always led 
the way with the innovations you desire 

in a luxury embroidery sewing machine. 
And oh yes, with the new Ellagéo” you can 
make great things for him, too. 


Cath the purchase of a new Ellagéo% 
— Designer's Gallery® exclusive 


software suite and 400 embroidery designs. 


A $1500 retail value. 


| ee -A No interest, no payments for one year with approved credit 
a panele com, 800.422.2952, in Canada call 800.663.5964 at participating Baby Lock retailers. Offer valid thru 12/31/02. 
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A Crazy Workshop 


What happens when you put five women in a room for two days with all the fabric, 
beads, tassels, and trims they could want? Crazy creativity. 





BY BARBARA RANDLE 





Best Bets in Fall/Winter Patterns 


Modern, feminine fashions feature clean lines and interesting details 


Online extra: Threads Behind the Seams: Producing a Pattern Review. 
BY PATRICIA MOYES 





Making a Shearling Coat 


With electric hair clippers to trim away the fur, you can successfully sew 


Crazy quilting with bright 
shearling on any sturdy home sewing machine 


scraps like these sets the 
stage for the “more is better" 
school of embellishment— 
see the results on p. 32. 


BY KATHRYN BRENNE 


48 Sleuthing the World of Ready-to-Wear 


Tips and techniques for fit, form, and fashion from an industry expert 


BY LOUISE CUTTING 





52 Embroider to Suit 


For artful garment enhancement, arrange motifs in allover patterns—or group them to 
emphasize style lines 


BY KAYLA KENNINGTON 
Threads Embroidery Collection: Sprigs of Greenery 


56 Four Fancy Finishes for Pillow Corners 


Trims make the point on simple, knife-edge pillows 


BY LINDA LEE 


61 Eyes on the Hemline 


Add diagonals and curves to draw attention to the lower edge of your garments 


Online extra: More on sewing scalloped edges. 
BY FRED BLOEBAUM 


Piped bias binding makes a fast, all-in-one 
trim and facing. See p. 66. 
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On the cover: Whimsical 
slippers could warm the 
toes of everyone on your 
gift list. Turn to p. 68 for 
the how-to know-how. 
Cover photos by 

Scott Phillips. 
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Trims, tassels, bows, and knots add 
the finishing touches to plain 
decorative pillows. Turn to p. 56. 


An All-in-One Finish 






Piped bias binding doubles as facing and trim 


Online extra: See Sally demonstrate this finishing 


technique on video. 


BY SALLY SILVERS 


Light on the Sole 


Handmade slippers are the last word in coziness for toes 


BY SASKIA WASSING-SHEPHERD 
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Tools of the Trade 
Simplicity’s Americana 
Series Model SE3, Ottobre 
Design, Garrett Wade 
heirloom French scissors 


Quick to Make 
When the gift is the 
gift wrap 


Delicious Details 
Cowl variations 


Exploring Design 
The Denim Challenge 


Advertiser Index/ 
Web Directory 


Closures 
“Fabric Forays Past...” 


Back Cover 
A nineteenth-century 
crazy quilt 





Senior Editor David 
Page Coffin sports the 
proof—home sewers 
can make terrific 
shearling garments. 
Turn to p. 42 to learn 


the techniques. 
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Kayla Kennington (“Embroider to Suit”), winner 
of Bernina’s “Créme de la Créme” award at the 
Houston International Quilt Festival in 2001, 
teaches workshops in creative clothing 


construction and embellishment across the country. 


Her unique art-to-wear pieces have been featured 

in galleries for years, and she has issued a pattern 
collection so home sewers can try her designs and 
embellishment techniques themselves. 


Barbara Randle (“A Crazy Workshop”), of 
Birmingham, Ala., believes in breaking the rules when 
it comes to sewing. After years of home-décor 
sewing for herself, her 
family, and her friends, 
she found her true 
passion: embellished 
crazy-quilted 
accessories. With her 
natural artistic flair and 
her gift for teaching, 


she’s won over dozens of 





sewers in Birmingham 
and hopes to spread the 
word nationwide that crazy quilting is “the most fun 
you can have with a sewing machine.” Barbara's 
book, Crazy Quilting with Artistic Attitude (Krause), 


will be in bookstores next summer. 


Sally Silvers (“An All-in- 
One Finish”) is a 
professor emerita who 
teaches classes in 
custom clothing with 
humor and style. One of 
her specialties is finding 
faster methods of 
construction and finishing 
that also produce better 
results. Sally ts on the board of the Professional 
Association of Custom Clothiers, as well as vice- 
president in charge of programs for the Wearable Art 
Connection of Southern California. Her goal is to help 
her students feel good about what they accomplish 
while encouraging them to raise their standards. 


Inquire about workshops at salsews@toast.net. 
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Saskia Wassing-Shepherd (“Light on the Sole”) 
was born and raised in the United Kingdom, and 
studied machine embroidery at Glasgow School of Art. 
She and her husband 
Doug now live in Toronto, 
Canada. Saskia has been 
making her own clothes 
since age 11, but 
discovered machine 
embroidery in high school, 
where she also developed 
a passion for decorating 
her environment from floor 
to ceiling. Since settling 
down, she’s run Saskia Designs, a thriving source of 
handmade, one-of-a-kind textile furnishings, from 
cushions and drapes to sofas, ottomans, and lately, 


interior tent-rooms. Ruby, her daughter, likes them. 


Kathryn Brenne (“Making 
a Shearling Coat”) has 
been on a fashion-sewing 
mission since she was 7, 
when her mom taught her to 
sew. She took advanced 
clothing construction 
classes in high school, and 
was the first female to take 
advantage of the school’s 
cooperative education opportunities to explore 
Toronto's active garment industry. She graduated from 
the Fashion Design program at Ryerson University, 
and formed her own design and custom-sewing 
business. She offers intensive design and 
construction workshops through The Academy of Fine 


Sewing and Design in North Bay, Ontario. 
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America’s biggest catalog selection! 


@ Save 30%-80% on current books, recent 
overstocks, imports, reprints. Thousands of 
titles, hundreds of new arrivals monthly. 
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For subscription inquiries, you can: 


¢ Visit our subscriber service section at: 


www.threadsmagazine.com 
Cookbooks—over 60 subjects. 


Free Catalo 
800-677-3483 


Edward R. Hamilton, Bookseller 
331 Oak, Falls Village CT 06031-5005 
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To report an address change, inquire about an 


order, or solve a problem, call: 
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To find out about advertising: 
Call: (800) 283-7252, ext. 531 
E-mail: thads@taunton.com 

To find out about ad production: 
Call: (800) 283-7252, ext. 310 


Retail: 
If you'd like to carry Threads in your store, call the 
Taunton Trade Company at: 

(800) 283-7252, ext. 329 


Mailing List: 

Occasionally we make our subscribers’ names and 
addresses available to responsible companies whose 
products or services we feel may be of some 

interest to you. Most of our subscribers find this to 
be a helpful way to learn about useful resources 
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We welcome your comments, criticisms, 
advice, and ideas. Letters may be edited 
for brevity and clarity. Please write to: 
Threads Letters, 63 S. Main St., 

PO Box 5506, Newtown, CT 06470-5506; 
or via e-mail: th@taunton.com 


Dressing furniture 

As always, when I received my latest issue of 
Threads, No. 103, I rushed to the table of 
contents to see what tips for dressmaking 
and tailoring were in store for me. But to my 
surprise, once settled in for serious reading, 
it was the article on slipcovers that turned 
out to be inspirational. 

Perhaps it was the use of dressmaking id- 
iom that made the article understandable; or 
the photograph of the tailored slipcover, 
looking like none that I have ever owned. 
But the wear and tear of ten years of children 
and cats suddenly seems all too apparent on 
my own furniture. 

Re-covering furniture has always seemed 
impossibly difficult, but article in hand, I 
have started to plan my approach to the fur- 
niture. With such clear directions on fitting 
for the muslin, I can get a good start, al- 
though I will be anxiously waiting the next 
installment in the series. Ordering the fi- 
nal fabric is going to have to wait until I 
can read the yardage estimation article. But 
can my armchair go to the “Inspired by 
Threads” fashion show? 


Pamela Sherwood, 
Palo Alto, Calif. 


Couching, please 

I absolutely love Threads magazine and read 
it from beginning to end—including all the 
advertisements. I’ve written you a few times 
and thought I'd write again and offer a sug- 
gestion for an article. I just attended the 
American Sewing Guild Conference in 
Philadelphia, and couching seems to be the 
big thing now. I realize it’s mainly using 
one’s imagination and just sewing, but 
thought that maybe you could do an article 
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on techniques or ideas for patterns. I looked 
through some old Threads (I started sub- 
scribing at issue No. 54), and I saw a few 
ideas from previous articles. | purchased 
some reallyfancy threads at the conference 
and am anxious to create with them, but 
can’t seem to get started. I even purchased 
all the feet that should be used for couching. 
Could you do an article on couching? If 
not, are there any books that give ideas? 
Thank you from a Threads admirer. 
Nan Ides, Philadelphia, Pa. 


The editors reply: We explore some wild and 
wonderful couching in this issue (“A Crazy 
Workshop,” pp. 32-35). It should get your 
creative ideas flowing. You could also check 
out Fine Embellishment Techniques by Jane 
Conlon (The Taunton Press). 


Praise for our machine chart 

The article “31 Basic Sewing Machines and 
How to Choose One,” (issue No. 101) of- 
fered just the information needed in the k- 
State Research & Extension Office in Chero- 
kee County. I receive numerous phone calls 
asking about machines before women head 
to dealerships to purchase one. Having the 


Threads abbreviations key 


CF center front 

we sometimes CB center back 
abbreviate s.a. seam allowance 
these frequently RS right side 

used terms. WS wrong side 


To save space, 
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SEWING MACHINES, VACUUMS & APPLIANCES 


1-800-ALL-BRANDS (255-2726) 


e-mail: info@allbrands.com 
VISA/Mastercard/Discover/Am. Express 
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Fare Tahiti Fabrics 


Hawaiian Print, Tropical, & 
Exotic Fabrics from Around 
the World 


Quilting, Fashion, & Home Décor 
on the Big Island of Hawai'i 


808-939-7066 
www.faretahiti.com 
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Expert Embroidery Systems 


How do yee start an embroidery business 7 


It’s very simple. 


It starts with a name you can trust. 
TOYOTA embroidery machines are the leading 
single head embroidery machines among new 


embroidery businesses for a reason. 


The new TOYOTA 9000 is fast, easy to use, easy 
to maintain and can embroider more products 
than any other system of its kind. 


Combine that with award winning 

Designer series software, professional 

training, service and support in one simple 
package, its no wonder why TOYOTA embroidery | 


systems are number one. 


Fan ograms 


EMBROIDERY SYSTEMS 





Complete Embroidery System Special 
starting at 
$250.00 per month. 
For a limited time only. 


Call Today 1-800-872-1 355 


WWII. PaAntogranmns.coa@ 


Pantograms is a registered trademark of Pantograrms Manufacturing Co. Inc. 
Toyota machines manufactured by Aisin Seiki Ltd., Overseas Sales Dept. 2-1 Asahi-Machi, Kariya City, Aichi 448 Japan 
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rc SaaS 
On the road 


Threads will have a booth at the shows 
listed here. If you attend, please stop by 
to say hello. 


Original Sewing & Quilt Expo 
800-699-6309 

www.sewingexpo.com 

Threads Design Challenge VII to 

be presented: 

November 14-16: Bloomington, MN 
(Minneapolis area) 


Creative Festival 

Denver Merchandise Mart 
Denver, CO 

541-245-1296 
www.creativefestival.com 
January 17-19 


survey on your Web site has made my job 
easier—I just give the address for the printout. 
Hope you have had lots of hits. Keep 
up the good work. We have been loyal 

subscribers of Threads. 
Martha Flanagan, Columbus, Kan. 


Reference doesn’t date 

Thank you so much for the helpful article 
“Inserting Shoulder Pads” in your Novem- 
ber issue. I don’t think it belongs in the Ba- 
sics column, however. I have 





never seen the topic treat- B 








ed as thoroughly—in 
sewing books, in your 
magazine, or in group 
instruction. Once again, 
you have created an ex- 
cellent reference for con- 
tinuing use. 

I find that my old issues 
of Threads grow in value as I 
gain experience. Ideas that 
you present thatarenewto me 
the first time I read them become 
valued help on my next step up the lad- 
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der of sewing skills. Three cheers 
lor your outstanding, practical help that 
never gets caught up in being cutesy or 
simply trendy. 
Cordell Affeldt, 
Harrisburg, Pa. 


Free-motion techniques 
I found the article on Manuel 
(No. 103) interesting, partic- 
ularly his embroidery technique. Is there 
an article on free-motion machine em- 
broidery in a past issue? If not, will there 
be one? Thanks for a great magazine. 
Louise Edwards, 
New South Wales, Australia 


The editors reply: Threads has published 
several articles on free-motion embroidery— 
too many to list here, so we invite you to 
search our index on www.threadsmagazine 
.com. Of course, Manuel’s process is quite 
different because his embroidery machine 
gives a new meaning to freedom. 


Basics are valued 
I just received my November issue of 
Threads. | have only been subscribing for a 
few months, having treated myself and my 
sister to subscriptions as birthday presents 
this summer. I'd like to respond to two re- 
cently published letters asking why your 
magazine covers areas not specifically on 
sewing clothing or why your magazine has 
so many basic articles—and the writers 
seemed to want more fancy clothing ideas 
and no branching out into quilts, 
etc. My sister and I sew clothing 
for our children and ourselves, 
lap quilts for the children’s 
teachers and for babies, and cur- 
tains for our homes. We also 
sew costumes for school 
and church plays and 
tiny clothes for our 
children’s dolls and 
Our 
experience 


first 
with 


bears. 


a * 


sewing was a tiny metal Singer sewing 
machine our mom gave us as children. 
But she never sewed much, that I recall, 
so we rarely sewed. Our sewing training 
was a semester class in junior high. 
Now that I finally have managed to ra- 
tionalize that the cost of a subscription 
could pay for itself in ideas, I must say I 
am delighted. Your magazine consistent- 
ly gives basic information which my sis- 
ter and I really need to do plain, everyday 
sewing for our families and friends. 
Please continue to share basic techniques. 
Home economics in many schools has 
been eliminated. We need magazines 
like yours to provide the basic infor- 
mation to figure out a sewing problem 
on our own or to learn a new technique. 
Elizabeth Bailey Roberts, 
Winthrop, Maine 


How about pin-friends? 
I live in the remote west highlands of Scot- 
land, and the arrival of Threads provides a 
real lift to the spirits. There is nothing being 
produced in the U.K. which can match 
Threads for its interest and stimulation. I 
got quite intoxicated with the sheer pletho- 
ra of exciting articles and really useful in- 
formation. In each edition there is always 
something I desperately want to try out and 
all the tips and advice make me feel I have 
a whole army of pen-friends who are always 
willing to share experiences and offer help 
and encouragement. How I wish I could 
take advantage of the advertised courses 
and seminars, not to mention the stores and 
pattern companies! My thanks to all your 
contributors—life is more fun for meeting 
you, albeit at a distance. 
Christine Dodds, 
Ross-shire, Scotland 


Threads 2002 Index 
The annual index for Threads 2002 
(issue Nos. 99 through 104) 
will appear in Threads No. 105. 
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Embroidery Supplies MARATHON THREADS CANADA 


Renatssance YOUR ONE STOP EMBROIDERY SHOP 
Embroidery Machine Dealer 
$5, 999 software included | 





MADE iN us Ää, 2 
Redi-wound Bobbins 










_ New Blister Pack! lh eel 
| 18 white / 6 black | eNeedies 
$ 12.00 plus shipping e Scissors 
Embroidery Technologies, LLC | Please visit our 





800-982-3068 website for our 


www. Embroidery Technologies.com ee i eee aende 
| ine an 
Eh PE orice list! 


MARATHON EMBROIDERY THREADS 
- available in mini king spools (1,100 yards of thread) and also 
king cones (5,500 yards of thread). 
- wide base spools prevent the thread from falling off the spool 
| - We stock 317 colors of viscose rayon threads, 306 colors of 
© | i af polyester threads, 20 colors of variegated viscose rayon threads 
Ut 
i 






|'520.62p.6460 WW W.CAQTUSPUNCH.COM | 
F N AG A | I | 





and 15 colors of metallic threads. 


Marathon 
Incredible Tape 
keeps embroidery 
threads from 
unwinding without 
leaving a glue 
residue! 





MARATHON STARTER KITS with 50 mini king spools 

(1,100 yards each) per sturdy display box 

- protects spools from dust - thereby extending their life. 

- available in rayon and polyester kits. 

- We also have a variegated embroidery thread kit with 20 
spools (1,100 yards each) 





j 


CACT JS PUNCH LOVES SULKY 1 HREAD 


US$55.00 per 
variegated rayon 20 
mini king spool set 
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: US$93.00 ini 
Sewing Machines al 
Industrial and Domestic, Parts d 

, aa MARATHON THREADS CANADA | 
Thread and Notions since 1948! 1532 Church Ave. Winnipeg, MB R2X 166 | 
toll free phone 877-847-3231 toll free fax 877-847-3234 
email: mail@marathonthreadscanada.com 


Incomparable service! 


www.buysewingmachines.com MARATHON is the brand that combines Quality with Low Prices 
(800) 613-6660 100% satisfaction is guaranteed. 
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Share a tip, a 


useful trick, or 

a great sewing or 
embellishing 
resource. Send 
details, sketches, 
photos, or samples 
(if you like) to: 
Threads Tips, 

PO Box 5506, 
Newtown, CT 
06470-5506; 

or via e-mail: 
th@taunton.com. 
Be sure to include 
a phone number 
in case we havea 
question. We’ll 
pay for each item 
we publish. 


12 THREADS 


Squeezing a jacket out of 
too little fabric 
When I don’t have enough fabric 
for a jacket, vest, or blouse, I elim- 
inate some of the seam allowances 
by converting the seams into darts. 
The more seams that you convert 
(including princess seams), the 
more economic your fabric use— 
just pay attention to the grain. I al- 
so convert button or snap closures 
into zipper closures to conserve 
fabric. This allows me to save 2-3 
inches of fabric on each side. This 
technique can be adapted for skirts 
and dresses too. 

-Yelena Yantovskaya Barth, 

Centerville, Va. 


Manual differential feed 
helps bind edges 

While a one-to-one ratio of binding 
to a garment edge may work fine 
on straight edges, some adjustment 
is required over curves to keep 
the work smooth and flat. The dif- 
ference between the binding’s 
wrapped edge and its sewn edge 
determines whether you need to 
ease or stretch the binding along 
the curve. Even on the narrowest 
bindings there is enough difference 
to warrant this compensation. 


i 


Ni 





Stretch binding 
along inside 


curves 






Ease binding 
along outside 
curves 


Win. seam 
allowance 





This is how to do it: When the 
wrapped-edge curve is smaller than 
the stitched-edge curve (inside 
curve), you should stretch the bind- 
ing along the stitched edge as 
you sew. Conversely, when the 
wrapped-edge curve is larger (out- 
side curve), ease the binding when 

you sew it on. 
—Stephanie Corina Goddard, 
Easton, Md. 


Pin-stick 
Try using an empty lipstick con- 
tainer as a pin and needle case. 
Remove every trace of lipstick, pack 
the tube base with cotton balls for 
a cushion, and press pins and nee- 
dles down into the tube. 
—Anna Victoria Reich, 
Albuquerque, N.M. 


Maternity waistbands 

The patterns for maternity skirts 
and pants feature elastic waist- 
bands and recommend using pack- 
aged bias tape to form the casing. 
This is because the top of the front 





curves somuchto go up over your 


ever-growing stomach it’s impossi- 
ble to simply turn under a casing. 
While bias tape is flexible enough 
to make the curved casing, I found 
that it was extremely irritating on 
my increasingly sensitive skin by 
the last trimester. 

It took me two pregnancies to 
discover that if I use strips of cotton 
knit fabric instead of bias tape, the 
casing has enough stretch to flex 
around the curved waistband—and 
its much softer and doesn’t irri- 
tate my skin. 

—Sandra Thwaites, 
Oakville, Ontario, Canada 


Pins and soap times two 

I read your hint about storing nee- 
dles and pins in a bar of soap. I 
used cloth diapers for all my ba- 
bies and started storing the pins 
in a bar of soap, but found this to 
be very messy and inconvenient. 
The soap broke up in a short time 
and left soap crumbs everywhere. 
I then put my sewing skills to 


Sewing, Quilting and Embroidery 
education, shopping, door prizes, and fun! 


Ex ents. com Mark your calendars! 


, ee Training Creative 
Creative Inspiration Tomorrow's Teachers Embroidery Conference 
San Antonio, TX Atlanta, GA Las Vegas, NV 
February 13-15, 2003 March 20-22, 2003 April 14-16, 2003 
(800) 249-3154 (888) 532-4682 (800) 818-0263 


Nancy's Notions 


Sal 


25% Off Regularly Priced Items ‘S 
10% Off Smart Buy Items 


_ November 1-December 31, 2002 


1-800-833-0690 
nancysnotions.com 


Creative Sewing Fair Creative Inspiration 
Tulsa, OK Pittsburgh, PA 
August 21-23, 2003 October 9-11, 2003 
Produced by ProShow, Inc. (877) 600-0032 (800) 819-9329 












it’s back and bigger than ever! 
The Annual Holiday Software Sale from 
Wild Ginger Software, Inc. 


It ONLY lasts forthe month of 
December 2002. It’s only available 
directly from Wild Ginger Software. 


Our 15% Holiday Sale discount applies 


i Sa _ 
_ to our regular priced PatternMaster & Y 
. Cameo 3.0 custom fit pattern products. r P | 
| Visit our Website, email, or order by phone, | : i 
= beginning Monday, December 2nd, at 9am Central: E | | | i. . ET a i 
i d us HL e f ar \ 4 


TOLL FREE: ~ Chocolate... 
877-FABRIC-3 No Calories! 


Secure Online Ordering 


http://eQuilter.com 


5455 Spine Road, Suite E Boulder, Colorado 80301 USA 
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use and made a small decorative 


pillow that I stuffed with dryer 
sheets. The sheets lubricated the 
pins, and the cushion never wore 
out. Later, I sewed a loop on the pil- 
low so I could hang it on the wall— 
out of the way of baby’s hands. 
Even later, when my babies were 
big, I moved it to my sewing room 
where I still keep my needles and 
pins stored in it. 
-Jessica Ayers, 
Cassopolis, Mich. 


Pitching tomatoes 
My tomato pincushion was thread- 
bare, so when my mother gave me 
a new felted wool one I eagerly 
transferred all the pins. After the 
transfer, I discovered a buried nee- 
dle so I decided to take the 20-year- 
old pincushion apart and found 
31 more needles inside! 
-Linda Boston, 
Woodbury, Conn. 


Pin pivot your grainline 
After 40 years of sewing I learned a 
simple way to quickly align the 
grainline arrow on a pattern piece 
to the lengthwise grain of my fab- 
ric. First, at one end of the grainline 
arrow, I stick a straight pin verti- 
cally into the pattern tissue and 
measure the distance to the sel- 
vage. Then I hold the pin secure 
to my cutting mat as I rotate my 
pattern around the pin until the 
opposite end of the arrow is the 
same distance from the selvage (see 
drawing at left). 
-Catherine Broman, 
Inverness, Fla. 


Tiger Tape revisited 

For a tiny ruler I can’t lose, I put 
a -inch piece of Tiger Tape on 
my left thumbnail (I’m right-hand- 
ed). Then, when I’m hand-stitch- 
ing or hand-embroidering, the way 
I hold my thumb allows me 
to gauge stitches quickly and ef- 
fortlessly. Now my stitches have 
even depth and width, and for me, 


that’s important. 
-Suzanna Sandoval, 
Bellevue, Wash. 


When thread is too short for 
even one more stitch 
We've all experienced the need to 
bury or knot a thread tail that is 
shorter than a needle. One easy so- 
lution is to position the tip of an 
unthreaded needle where you want 
the thread to disappear, and push 
it through the fabric, just up to the 
eye. Then thread the too-short 
thread through the eye and pull 
the needle and thread tail all the 
way through. An Easy Threading 
needle (the kind with a spring- 
closing slot at the top of the eye) 
makes my tip effortless—instead of 
pushing the thread tip through the 
eye, yousnap the side of the thread 
through the slot. 

—E’Anne Fry, Topeka, Kan. 


Balancing uneven stripes 
To achieve a balanced appearance 
when working with uneven stripes, 
cut pairs of pieces (two fronts and 
two backs) with their hemlines in 
opposite orientation on the fabric; 
align key stripes in the same posi- 

tion on each, as shown below. 
-Gayla Gardner, 
Houston, Tex. 
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of Berni” 


This holiday season, open to a World of 
Imagination at your nearby Bernina Dealer. 
You'll find special prices and free financing 
on sewing and embroidery machines, overlock 
machines and software products. Plus, special 
gifts with purchase and exclusive holiday products 
that only come once a year. There’s something for 
every sewer! This Debbie Mumm’ Candle comes with 
a lovely, handpainted topper and costs just $30. This 
gorgeous Pillow or Table Runner Kit from Benartex 
makes a great gift and also costs only $30. The 
Bernina Suitcase System puts any Bernina 
sewing system on wheels and is specially 
priced for the holidays. So, hurry in to 
your Bernina Dealer today to 
see the new artista 200E 
and all the wonderful 
gifts. Sale ends 12/31/02. 


Visit berninausa.com now to see all of A 
i į 


Bernina’s holiday promotions and enter 


to win a trip for two to Switzerland! 


NO PURCHASE NECESSARY. Only legal U.S. residents at least 18 years of age who reside in 
the U.S. are eligible to enter the Bernina Win a Trip to Switzerland Sweepstakes. The winner 
will receive a trip for two to Switzerland including a tour of the Bernina factory and four night’s 
accommodations. Estimated retail value is $4,500.00. Void where prohibited, restricted or taxed 
by law. Sweepstakes ends December 31, 2002. For entry and official rules visit www. berninausa.com. 


ao aà 
€2002 Bernina of America Artwork by Vicki Tracy pa 
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Do you have a 


question of general 
interest about 
sewing, quilting, 
embellishing, or a 
garment-related 
craft? Send it to: 
Threads Questions, 
PO Box 5506, 
Newtown, CT 
06470-5506 

or via e-mail 
(th@taunton.com). 
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Sequins and beads, oh my 

I need some help! Pm making a 

simple shell out of a double 

georgette silk embellished with 

small sequins and tiny beads. 

Pd love some advice on the best 

way to sew this type of fabric. 
—Pauline Schaffer, 

Chicago, Ill. 


Connie Long replies: Youll be 
pleased to know that you can eas- 
ily sew through sequins, but beads 
require a little more work. 

I classify sequined fabrics into 
two categories, based on the way 
the sequins are applied: 1) over- 
lapped for a raised texture, or 2) 
sewn flat, either scattered about or 
densely positioned. When sequins 
are overlapped, you can stitch 
through the sequins with a stan- 
dard presser foot, but a walking 
foot is gentler on the fabric and 








navigates nicely over the varying 
thicknesses. When sequins are 
sewn flat, it’s best to remove all se- 
quins that fall along the seamline, 
to avoid having half or partial se- 
quins in the finished seam. To re- 
move individual sequins without 
cutting the holding thread, just 
push each sequin away from the 
thread and cut through the center 
of the sequin (see illustration at 
left top). Sew the seam, then fill in 
any bare spots for a seamless look. 

For beaded fabrics, you need to 
remove beads along the seamlines 
so the presser foot can lie flat on 
the fabric. (Sew with a zipper foot 
to minimize bead removal.) If the 
beads are clustered, first try to lay 
out the pattern so there are no 
beads (or as few as possible) on 
the seamline. Then remove beads 
where necessary by breaking them 
off the holding thread with small 
pliers. To protect the thread, insert 
a pin through the center of each 
bead (as shown at bottom left). 

To press sequined fabric, lay the 
fabric sequin-side down, place 
plain paper over the fabric and iron 
on a low temperature, without 
steam. Or, use a clapper to flatten a 
seam. To press beaded fabric, lay a 
towel over your ironing board and 
place the fabric bead-side down; 
iron on a low temperature. 


Tips for invisible zippers 
I love the look of an invisible 
zipper, but whenever I insert 
one in the side seam of a skirt, 
the side seam pulls out of shape. 
Any tips? 
—Nancy Hanson, 
via e-mail 


Lynne Giovannetti replies: An invis- 
ible zipper adds a professional 


touch because once inserted, there 
are no placket overlaps, topstitch- 
ing, or zipper teeth visible—all 
you see is the zipper pull. Howev- 
er, this zipper can be problematic 
in a side seam, but with a little 
preparation, and careful handling 
of the fabric, you can ensure a 
pucker-free seam. 

Basically, an invisible zipper 
needs a stable seam. The curved 
side seam in pants or a skirt actu- 
ally creates bias over the hip, so 
stabilizing the seam is critical. 
I recommend using a knit inter- 
facing, such as Fusi-Knit or SofKnit 
(www.htc-inc.net), in the zipper 
area, to provide soft stability but 
still some stretch, so the side seam 
conforms to your hip. Cut two 
strips of knit interfacing % inch 
wider than the seam allowance and 
l inch longer than the zipper tape, 
then fuse in place. To prevent 
stretching and puckering, avoid 
overhandling the fabric. 

Position and sew in the invisible 
zipper according to the directions 
in the package, but use a regular or 
grooved foot instead of a zipper 
foot or invisible zipper foot (a reg- 
ular foot grips the fabric better, 
which means you don’t have to 
push or tug the fabric with your 
fingers). Stitch slowly along the 
teeth from the top to the bottom of 
the zipper. Backstitch at the zip- 
per stop, stitch the other side of the 
zipper, and then carefully close the 
zipper (no tugging). Then align 
the seam allowances right sides 
together, and sew the rest of the 
seam using a zipper foot, starting 
just three stitches above the back- 
stitch at the zipper stop. Gently 
press the seam open, and as a final 
touch, finish the seam with a 
serged or rolled edge. 


FABRIC. COM 


Wholesale to the Public 


1 yard minimum 
Money-back guarantee * Checks & credit cards 





Free Shipping on first order! 
Use coupon code “THREAD” 





(toll-free) 1-888-455-2940 
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Grand Slam Designs 
655 Second Street North 
Middle River, MN 56737 
Order Your 2002 
Catalog Today! 


© crand sam 
Designs 
School Package~46 pesians for $100 
' Patriotic Package~11 Designs for $75 


Christmas Package~100 Designs for $100 % 


A Yyis 


Children's Package~52 Designs for $100 


Kitchencraft Package~23 Designs for $125 e 


Applique Sports Package~50 aaga for $100 


À 
Flaming Sports Package~25 Designs for $100 XN 


( è ~ Applique Frame Package~33 Designs for $100 








To see complete packages, go to 
www.grandslamdesigns.com. 
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Sewing Machines and 
Thousands of Parts & Notions 
Lowest Prices! 


www,.sewandserge.com 
(800) 544-5858 











Monogramming and 
Perronalization For 
Machine Embroidery 


Download Fre 
"Letter oF the Month” 


1-888-238-1372 © (fox) 845-358-2696 


| 17 Fourth Avenue, Nyack, New York 10960 
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Videos - Pallerns - Seminars 


Islander Sewing Systems 
is pleased to announce the 
|transfer of business operations 
: to 
Certified Islander Instructor, 
(and Margaret’s niece!) 
Janet Pray 


Margaret " 
islander Same great videos 

and patterns, and as always, 
fabulous gift ideas for the 


sewing enthusiast in your life! 


If you are interested in becoming a certified Islander Sewing Systems 
Instructor, please email us at the address below! 


WWw.islandersewing.com 


] i = l 





email: islandersewing(@aol.com * 248-889-5091 
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Rit® has color solutions 
Complimentary Color Matching 
Technical Expertise 


d Coe 


orn za aye 


317-231-8028 
Rit® Technical Service/Sales 


D i oa www.ritdye.com 


Bestfoods Specialty Products 
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New life for a down jacket 

My favorite down jacket is past its 

prime—and it’s fraying and soiled. 
Can I replace or cover the shell? 


— 


er the jacket with an additional 


RIVIERA SHIRT 


SIZES XS - XXL 


-Jane Swanson, 
Lucca, Italy 


Karen Morris replies: You 
have a few options. First, 
to give the jacket new 


using a dye compatible 
with the shell fabric. 
Bind frayed cuffs with 
a contrasting fabric, like 
~ Ultrasuede Light, and 
~ place appliqués over 
worn or soiled spots. 

As a second option, you can cov- 


shell of lightweight fabric. You may 
need to rework the closure area; if 
the jacket has snaps, it may be eas- 
ier to replace them with a zipper. 
Your third alternative is to trans- 
fer the down into a new shell made 
of down-proof fabric, which won't 
allow feathers to escape. Nylon 
down-proof fabric is available from 
Seattle Fabrics, Inc. (www.seattle 


life, dye it a deeper color fabrics.com) or Sundrop Outerwear 


Textiles Inc. (www.sundroptextiles 
.com). If you prefer cotton fabric, 
use a tight weave. To make sure a 
fabric is down-proof, sew a 6-inch- 
square pillow, fill it with down, 
then machine-wash and -dry. 
Studying the jacket will help you 
reproduce its construction. Chan- 
nels are important because they 


keep the down from shifting and 
creating “cold spots.” Down breaks 
down with age, so you may need to 
add new down. Transferring down 
into the new jacket without it flying 
about wildly can be tricky. Damp- 
en the old garment by running the 
jacket through your washing ma- 
chine; this helps the down clump 
together. Or freeze the dry garment 
to prevent static, and to stiffen the 
down. Finally, don’t pack the down 
too tightly, or you'll lose trapped 
air, which provides insulation. 


Connie Long teaches in Rockville, 
Md.; Lynne Giovannetti owns Lynne 
Rose Bridal & Clothing Design in Elk 
Grove, Calif; Karen Morris designs 
in the Boston area. 


DARR E-Z Winder Š 


Patent 6170416 = 
Wind any thread oryam onto spools fst 
i using your sewing machine / F ý E , | 
) | = AN bobbin winder | T7 | 
\ J | 
WWW. leandrofabrics. com \ J xil 


\\\ Notions that Work! ⁄ un 
NY 


Sfadeio ESA 


A unique selecuon of designer. 
cuts, bridal fabrics, casual Cottons and — 


*1995 


plus p &h 


linens and unique home décor 


View A 


1-888-201-5400 
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THE SEWING 
WORKSHOP 
COLLECTION 


FREE CATALOG! 
800-466-1599 
sewingworkshop.com 
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NE wi! DARR Piping Magic Sa 


Rotary cut piping seam allowances. 





-e o a ne ee! | 


{<= ewe we wm) | 


| ZHZ EH] | |For Quitting, Heitloom, etc. 
E Ill) ' aivaitable4 in USA from: 


Clotilde - Nancy's Notions - Local Sewing Machine Dealers 
in the UR & Canada 
A Great Notion Sewing Supply - International Sewing Notions 
or from DARR, Ine. (251) 661-5191 & Fax (251) 665-0072 
hup://www.datrsewnotions.com - info@darrsewnotions.com 
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d Wack & Whit re 


RS go! aly fabrics 
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Itiks, Japane™ 
Many other $9" 
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I’ve been embroidering for years and have tried countless software programs, but only Origins could turn this 
perfect leaf into perfect embroidery for my family room. Not only did Origins capture the tiniest details of my 
leaf, it gave me endless ways to embroider it. So | was able to use one leaf to redecorate 
my entire family room. (Look out bathrooms!) Origins is like no other software. 

It has more bells and whistles than Grand Central Station. It’s all I need to express 
myself in ways I’ve always wanted. There are no limits to what I can do with Origins. 
You'll be amazed at what you can turn over. 
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Here Threads 
explains essential 
techniques in order 
to make your sewing 
experience smooth- 
no matter what your 
skill level. 





ALL ABOUT EASE 


by Allison Page 


When you try on a garment and 
study its effect in the mirror, I’m 
sure ease—the difference between 
your actual body measurement and 
the finished measurement of the 
garment—may not be the first thing 
that comes to mind. The amount of 
ease included in a garment, how- 
ever, directly affects its fit, appear- 
ance, and comfort. 


Breathing room 
There are two types of ease—wear- 
ing ease and design ease—which 
work together in a well-fitting gar- 
ment. Wearing ease allows you to 
breathe and move in your clothes, 
and sit comfortably in pants or a 
skirt. This basic amount of ease, 
typically 2 inches added to the bust, 
waist, hip, and other key points 
(see drawings on p. 22), is built 
into any basic sloper used by de- 
signers and pattern companies. 
Wearing ease is critical. In fact, 
just a smidgen too little causes 


unflattering wrinkles and limits 
movement. The strain of a too-tight 
garment also lessens its durability. 


Style and function 
Design ease, on the other hand, 
is the amount of ease added to the 
basic sloper (in addition to wearing 
ease) for a specific style. The 
amount of design ease is deter- 
mined by the desired fit or activity 
the garment is intended for. A 
comfy pajama top, for example, has 
much more ease than a tailored 
jacket, and a skinny exercise top 
has even less ease than the jacket. 
Design ease also takes layering 
needs into consideration. A winter 
coat intended to be worn over 
heavy sweaters generally has more 
ease than a spring trench coat, and 
similarly, a vest worn as a sleeveless 
top has less ease than one layered 
over shirts and turtlenecks. 
Design ease is dependent, as well, 
on the type of fabric used. A jacket 
made of fine silk has a very differ- 
ent fit than the same jacket (with 
an identical amount of ease) creat- 


DO THE MATH: garment bust - your bust = ease 


Even the fit and style 
of simple T-shirts is 
determined by ease. 

A skinny stretch T-shirt, 
in fact, has a negative 
amount of ease to hug 
a body's curves; a 
natural, classic fit has a 
minimal amount of 
design ease; and plenty 
of ease creates a boxy, 


oversized look. 
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Styling tips 


e Ease is dependent on body 
type. For a comfortable, 
flattering fit, a fuller figure 
usually needs more ease 
than a thinner body. 

¢ Garment ease is also pro- 

portional to height. A taller 

figure can support more ease; 

a petite frame can be over- 

whelmed by a loose-fitting, 

flowing garment. 

Revisit your preferences often, 

as the amount of ease you 

find comfortable can change 
with size, age, and lifestyle. 

Fashion and pattern sil- 

houettes (and ease) also 

change season to season. 

Be sure to account for inter- 

facing, lining, and other in- 

terior supports that infringe 
on a garment’s ease. 


ed in a thick cotton or wool. This 
is one reason why it’s important 
to follow the fabric recommenda- 
tions on a pattern. A garment re- 
quiring a stretch woven or a knit 
fabric usually has less ease built 
into the pattern. In fact, a stretch- 
to-fit knit garment has “negative” 
ease, meaning the finished gar- 
ment is actually smaller than your 
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Buy Fabric in Your Jammies! 


Your work is unique--you need unique fabrics. 





With Barudan you get solid, reliable 
machines and the highest quality service 
in the industry. Call Barudan today and find 





State Flower Collection 


We have thousands of fabrics you won't see 


anywhere else, and our website is the EASIEST O ut h OW we Can hel p you $ b USINESS g row l 
to use! 
Shop without fear on our secure site. 
Or pay by check. Wi 
Save with discounts, bargain basement, and sales. The Embroidery Machine With The Built-In Service Team 
Plus books, patterns, ` 
notions, and threads for hand 1 -800-6 27 i 7 76 
and machine embroidery, all www.barudan.com 


at a discount every day (and night). 
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> (continued) 


WHERE TO MEASURE EASE 


Ease ts included throughout a pattern, but there are key points where the amount of ease 
directly affects fit. Determine and/or check ease at the following locations: 


Dress, jacket, or blouse 





Silhouette 


Close-fitting 
Fitted 
Semi-fitted 


Loose-fitting 


Very loose-fitting 


= Dresses, blouses, 
skirts, tops, vests 


0-2% in. 
3-4 in. 

4%—5 in. 
5%-8 in. 


over 8 in. 


actual body measurement, and 
stretches to fit. 


Personal preferences 
Having a general awareness of de- 
sign ease is an important first step 
in improving the way your sewn 
garments look, fit, and feel. Figur- 
ing out your personal ease prefer- 
ences is the next step, and will save 
you hours struggling to make a pat- 
tern fit the way youd like it to. 

To figure out how much ease you 
prefer, turn to comfortable, well- 


MISSES' EASE ALLOWANCES 


Bust area 
Jackets 


not applicable 
3%-4% in. 
4%—-5% in. 
5%-10 in. 


over 10 in. 


Chart courtesy of Vogue Patterns magazine on www. voguepatterns.com. 
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Lined or unlined 


Skirt Pants 





fitting garments you already own. 
Measure the bust and hip of your 
favorite jacket, for example, and 
compare these measurements to 
your own measurements. The dif- 
ference between the jacket and your 
body measurements is the amount 
of ease included in the jacket. 
Once you determine your ease 
preferences for a variety of gar- 
ments, note that information ona 
card and compare it to ease 
amounts in different patterns, so 
you can pick a pattern that will 


ee he 
Shirts, pants, 
shorts, culottes 


Coats 


not applicable 0-1% in. 
5%4-6% in. DB iM 

6%-8 in. 3%~4 in. 
8%-12 in. 4-6 in. 
over 12 in. over 6 in. 


need minimal alterations and give 
you a flattering, comfortable fit. 


Pattern analysis 
Determining howmuch ease a pat- 
tern has is like playing detective, 
but it’s worth the effort. First, com- 
pare the pattern company’s size 
chartto the finished garment mea- 
surement chart. For example, if the 
pattern company’s size 12 has a 
bust measurement of 34 inches, 
and the finished garment mea- 
surement is 40 inches, there’s 
6 inches of ease in the pattern. 
The pattern description also often 
clues you in to the amount of ease 
with the terms close-fitting, fitted, 
semi-fitted, loose-fitting, or very 
loose-fitting. The ease built into a 
garment can range from 0 inches 
(or less) for a close-fitting garment 
up to 12 inches (or more) for a very 
loose-fitting garment (see ease al- 
lowances chart, which is the stan- 
dard for the four big pattern com- 
panies—Vogue, Butterick, McCall’s, 
and Simplicity). Each independent 
pattern company has its own pa- 
rameters, so for them, measure 
each pattern to determine specific 
amounts of ease. 


Putting it all together 

With an understanding of how 
ease affects the final fit and look of 
a garment, you'll become more 
aware of the amount of ease in any 
garment, and be able to quickly 
compare your own preferences to 
the ease in a pattern. In no time, 
youll become very discriminating 
in the patterns you use, and there- 
fore able to quickly and easily per- 
fect the fit of any garment. 


Allison Page teaches tailoring, fitting, 
and style classes in San Francisco. 


Drawings: Karen Meyer 
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Call Kevin for relief check out 
our website for more details. 
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e Buttonholes 
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color coded threading | 
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Unique textures 
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Knowledgeable fabric specialists 


...send $5.00 today for an introductory offering to: 
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Clinton, MA 01510-0813 
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Here’s the place to 
get some answers 
to your fitting 
questions. If you 
have a better 
solution than the 
one we’ve given 
here, please write 
and tell us. Send 
your questions 
(include photos, 

if possible), 
comments, and 
solutions to: 
Threads Fitting, 
PO Box 5506, 
Newtown, CT 
06470-5506 

or via e-mail 
(th@taunton.com). 


Itt 





FITTING BIAS 
PATTERNS 





I’m interested in trying a 


few of my favorite patterns 


in bias-cut fabric. Do I need 
to alter them? Should larger 


figures avoid bias cuts? J 


-Ruth Raymond, Darien, Conn. 


The trick to fitting and styling bias 
fabrics is to use their flexibility 
for draping effects and not as a 
replacement for wearing ease, says 
fitting expert Karen Howland. 
Bias-cut garments (in which the in- 
tended center of gravity of each 
piece is arranged to fall at 45 de- 
grees across the fabric’s lengthwise 
and crosswise grains) have won- 
derful drape and movement. The 
fabric molds smoothly to your 
curves. And when the garments are 
well-fitting, they are flattering and 
interesting to wear. Extra care in fit- 
ting the pattern will allow a bias- 
cut garment to flatter larger sizes, 


COMPARING BIAS-CUT AND 
STRAIGHT-CUT PATTERNS 


All pattern details and dimensions need to be 
made wider and shorter when bias-cut, 
based on the increased flexibility of bias fab- 
ric. Darts can usually be converted to ease. 


ai 


Straight- 
cut 


Straight grain 
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Shift front 


Straight grain 





and if you stick to simple pattern 
shapes like skirts, shifts, pants, and 
T-shirts, there’s no reason not to 
convert already-fitted patterns from 
straight- to bias-cut. 

Bias-cut fabric gets shorter if it’s 
stretched in width, and narrower if 
it's stretched in length. Girth and 
movement stretch the width and 
gravity stretches the length, so that 
openings such as armholes and 
necklines will lengthen with the 
pull of gravity. How much length- 
ening or shortening depends on the 
looseness of 
your fabric’s 
weave and 


| 
| 


At one end of the fabric, 
diagonally fold each corner i 
to the opposite selvage and fuer . 
mark the intersection with ida: ‘ 
a pin; then measure the £ 
true-bias diagonal. 


its weight, so every fabric responds 
differently when cut on the bias. 
But in every case, it’s essential to 
compensate for these shape-shift- 
ing tendencies before cutting. The 
pattern and all significant details 
must be made both wider and short- 
er. The illustrations below compare 
patterns before and after being 
adjusted for cutting on the bias. 
Conventional wisdom recom- 
mends draping any bias-cut gar- 
ment on a dress form or on the 
wearer to customize the design to 
the particular fabric’s bias respon- 
siveness. However, it is possible to 
predict and allow for a fabric’s drape 
with measurements. Here’s how: 
Straighten one end of the fabric and 
lay it out on a large flat surface. Es- 
tablish a square section at the 
straightened end by folding the 
fabric diagonally so that the cut 
edge aligns with one selvage edge, 
creating a triangle. Mark the triangle 


TO TEST FABRIC FOR BIAS 
DISTORTION pin. 


Selvage 


F í 
ea 
True bias s | 
Fi ~ 
Pa N | 
: a. ee 
Pin | Selvage 


Straightened end 


ms 
FEN 


# $ k, 
f of % 
J i 


9-7 ———-) 


r 
F 


/True bias | 


b y 


Pants front 





Hang the fabric from one A Pp 


corner overnight to 
stretch and compress / 
bias directions, then / 
remeasure the | 
horizontal and \ 
vertical diagonals. N 
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Amazing Designs. Use Amazing Designs designs to create a 
scene and Amazing Designs software to change it. 
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point at the selvage edge with a safe- 
ty pin, and repeat for the other sel- 
vage edge, as shown in the draw- 
ing on p. 24. Next, measure across 
the diagonal of this square, from 
one cut-edge corner to the oppo- 
site-side safety pin. For a 45-inch 
fabric, the diagonal should measure 
approximately 63% inches; 63.64 
inches, to be exact. 

To see how much this diagonal— 
the fabric’s true bias—changes when 
subjected to gravity by being hung, 
pin one corner to a wall or a hang- 
er and let it hang overnight. Then 
arrange the fabric so it hangs 
smoothly, and measure the width 
and length diagonals. (Restraighten 
this fabric before cutting it out.) 

To use your results, first find the 
differences between each diagonal’s 
hung measure and its original, flat 
length. Let’s say the original width 
diagonal reduced from 63% inches 
to 49% inches when hung, is a dif- 
ference of 13% inches. Divide the 
reduced diagonal (49%) by the dif- 
ference (13%). The result is 3.58, 
called the width factor. What this 
factor means is that for every 3.58 
inches across the width of your pat- 
tern, you need to add 1 inch of ex- 
tra width. I apply this factor as if I 
were grading the pattern; I don’t 
just add the difference at the sides, 
I distribute it across the whole pat- 
tern so that all the details are in- 
creased as well, as shown at right. 
After making this overall slash-and 
spread adjustment, I usually go 
back and calculate the needed 
changes by dimensions as well, to 
confirm that the changes have been 
applied accurately to the overall 
width, and to such critical hori- 
zontal details as the neckline and 
shoulder-seam widths. Here’s how 
I calculate the needed changes 


mathematically: If the pattern pro- 
vides a finished bust measurement 
of 40 inches when cut on the 
straight, I divide 40 by the width fac- 
tor (here 3.58) and add the result 
(11.2, or about 11% inches after 
rounding) to the original measure- 














TO EXPAND 
OR SHRINK 
PATTERN 
PIECES 


Divide each pattern piece verti- 
cally at intervals equal to the 
width factor (see text), and 
spread at each division by 

1 inch. 


Width factor 


) | + Spread 1 in. 


Repeat horizontally, using the 
length factor (see text), and 
tuck out 1 inch at each division. 


Length factor 


+ Tuck 1 in. 


ment to get the same result when 
cut on the bias. Assuming two side 
seams, both front and back pieces 
will grow in width by 5% inches 
(11% divided by 2). Finally, I also cut 
the side seams an extra 2 or 3 inch- 
es wide, in addition to allowing for 
the calculated needed width, in case 
it’s needed in the fitting. Don’t ne- 
glect this precaution if possible. 
Repeat this process on the length- 
wise pattern dimensions by deter- 
mining the length factor. Compare 
the lengthwise diagonal before and 
after stretching, and divide the in- 
creased diagonal by the difference. 
In this case, let’s say the original 
63% inches grew to 75 inches—a dif- 
ference of 11% inches (11.375). Di- 
viding 75 by 11.375 gives a length 
factor of 6.6, meaning for every 6.6- 
inch length, the pattern must shrink 
by 1 inch. I make this change to the 
overall pattern by marking off sec- 
tions on the pattern equal to the 
length factor, and making a -inch 
tuck within each section, reducing 
each section by 1 inch, as shown 
at left. Then, I check overall length 
and all critical vertical details, such 
as the armhole, neckline depth, and 
crotch depth, by dividing the length 
by the factor and deducting the re- 
sult from the detail’s original length. 
Using our 6.6 example factor, a 25- 
inch skirt needs to be cut 21.2 inch- 
es, and a 10-inch-long armhole 
needs to be reduced to 8% inches. 
After adjusting for the stretch and 
shrinkage, I usually convert any 
bodice darts to ease, and move 
pants darts to the nearest seam, de- 
ciding whether to put the darts in 
the center front, center back, or side 
seams, or alittle of each, when I’m 
fitting the pattern on the figure. 


Karen Howland fits in Chillicothe, Ill. 
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ONLINE ONLY! ttl ee 
Madeirae Thread Treasure Chest 


All the colors of the rainbow available 
at your fingertips! This three-drawer 
Madeira® Treasure Chest contains 194 
spools (220 yds. each) of high-quality 
embroidery thread plus a complete 
Rayon color card with real thread 
samples and a conversion chart to 
convert other threads’ name/numbers 
to match Madeira@ colors. Makes a 
perfect gift! 14"x14"x5.5". Available in 
burl teak or white case. 
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Sale $298, Reg. $768, You Save 60%! 
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Madeira® Rayon Power Thread Sampler 


Sale $19.95, Reg. $53.10, You Save 60%! 


> Search word: rayonpower 








Log on to WWW.joann.com OR Order by phone 800-525-4951 (M - F 9am - 6pm EST) 
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Promotion code can only be used once per person and cannot be combined with other promotion codes. Offer and sale prices expire 2/28/2003. 
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128 Page 
Full Color 
Quilting Catalog 


l From America’s l 
l Largest Quilt Shop! I 


Featuring all the fabric, books, patterns and 
| quilting goodies you could wish for. Send your | 
name & address today! Your catalog will be i 
mailed without delay. Send to: 
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Record Keeping 
Got You On ` 
Pins & Needles? 





Route 25B, PO Box 1618 
Centre Harbor, NH 03226-1618 
www.keepsakequilting.com J 


READER SERVICE NO. 7 


r--- 


SOS Survival Kit 
To The Rescue! 


A complete Small Office System 
that organizes your sewing 
business for profits! 





— A Pattern from 


A VUNA 
Penelope Jacket © 


Elegant, classic clothing with 
a contemporary twist 






E Organize Your FINANCES! 
E Maintain CLIENT INFORMATION! 
E Keep Track Of EQUIPMENT! 

u GET PAID What You're Worth! 








e Simple to construct 

e Fits many figure types 

e Includes informative 
designer tips 
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Exclusive members-only privileges for readers of Threads 


We are pleased to offer TauntonPlus, a special online 
program that delivers extra benefits, to you—and it’s 
absolutely free! TauntonPlus is our way of saying 
“thank you” to you and all of our many loyal readers 
of Taunton magazines. These exclusive members- 
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only benefits include: sneak previews of upcoming 
issues, exciting book offers, insider news, discussion 
forums, seasonal specials, online extras—-and much 
more! Sign up today and enjoy these valuable 
benefits with our compliments. 


It’s yours absolutely free...just sign up online at www.taunton.com 








PORTRAIT | "Creativity is about 


te id breaking the rules... 


ARTIST 
Pane about trying new things.” 


BERNINA 


Linda Lee — sewer, author, teacher 


"Tm always combining different colors and textures and fabrics. ’ 
“I love to mix heavy textures with shiny things, or 
dressy fabrics with ones that are more casual. For instance, 
I might try a silky top and add some organza to an edge and 
then put that over linen pants. I'm not afraid to combine 


things that seemingly don't go together.” 


“With my Bernina, I get perfect stitches on any fabric.” 
“Some people can't sew on silk because they know their 
machine wont do it. But my Bernina performs for me, no 
matter what fabric I'm working on. It'll go from heavy wool 


to chiffon to five layers of velvet without a hiccup.” 
res 
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Nothing Sews Like A Bernina. Nothing. 


©2002 Bernina of America * Visit www.berninausa.com for a dealer near you. 


READER SERVICE NO. 201 








Coordinating fabric colors is no laughing 
matter—or is it? In the middle photo above, the 
author and Becky Jones experiment with some outrageous 
color combinations for future handbags, while Joan Brown, at 

left, rotary-cuts fabric for kits. At right, Mary Ray (left), and Chris 
Timmons work on their own fabric choices, selecting from the dozens of 
options in the bins along the wall. Barbara demonstrates sewing techniques 
in the top photo. 
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What happens when you put five women 
in a room for two days with all the fabric, 
beads, tassels, and trims they could 

want? Crazy creativity. 


f you think crazy quilting is 
= outdated, take a look at the 
_ handbags at the right and 
_ think again. A couple of years 
ago, I fell in love with embell- 
ished crazy quilting and, after 
much experimentation, | have 
developed some design ideas and 
machine-sewing techniques for 
bringing this Victorian quilting 
style into the 21st century. And 
now that I’ve been teaching crazy 
quilting workshops almost weekly, 
I’ve learned that this process is easy 
for beginners and a great design 
opportunity for expert sewers. 

Last spring, I invited Threads for- 
mer chief editor Chris Timmons, 
contributing editor Mary Ray, and 
associate editor Carol Fresia to join 
me and some of my sewing friends 
in a two-day class. We ali had a 
great time getting to know each 
other, exchanging ideas, and mak- 
ing some of the most eye-catching 
purses you'll ever see. 

Although the handbags we made 
in our workshop have an out-of- 
control look, there’s actually a 
method behind the crazy-quilting 
madness. To learn about some of 
my embellishing techniques for 
crazy quilted home and personal 
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by Barbara Randle 


Q „eara dat, 
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accessories, take a peek into my 
studio. You'll see from the photos of 
our workshop how easy it is to 
catch the crazy-quilting bug. 


Fabric: bold 

and beautiful 

When yourre choosing fab- 
rics, don’t stop at two co- 
ordinating colors when 
you can add three or 
four more to brighten 
the mix. For an 8-inch 

by 10-inch purse, aim 
for about 15 different 
fabrics; you might be sur- 
prised by how the colors in- 
teract, but you won't be sorry. Black 
and white patterns (stripes, dots, 
checks) will help even the oddest 
combinations coalesce beautifully. 
Vary the textures of the fabrics you 
use—from matte to shiny to napped 
to positively hairy—and be sure to 
use fabulous fabrics, such as bro- 
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lash: they make all the difference. | Exuberant crazy pieced 
bags are just one example 
Surface embellishment: 
more is better 


The first thing I do is piece the var- 


of Randle workshop fun: 
Each bag reflects the 
sensibilities of its maker but 
ious sections onto a foundation acknowledges that signature 


fabric. This gives me the basic “Barbara Randle” look. 





Crazy foundation piecing, bobbin work, and couching are the basic steps to making and embellishing a 
Randle-inspired project. From left above: Chris stitches patches to a muslin foundation; a finished panel awaits 
bobbin work, which Mary learns from Barbara; and as a final embellishment, novelty yarns are couched to the 
patchwork during the “driving” process. 





From patchwork to purse. Assembling the embellished sections into a handbag involves piping 
the edges (above far left), “bagging” a colorful lining and turning the handbag right side out 
(above middle), topstitching the upper edges with monofilament thread, and giving the finished 
bag its final shape with a good, hard steam press (above right). And of course, there are those 
last-minute beads, buttons, and bows to select (right). 
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canvas on which | unleash an 
arsenal of embellishment tech- 
niques and materials. 

To start, | use bobbin work to 
mimic the hand embroidery that’s 
found on vintage, traditional crazy 
quilts, using my 
sewing machine, 
a Bernina Artista 
180E that has lots 
of decorative stitch- 
es appropriate for 
embellish- 


ment. I wind deco- 


crazy 


rative threads, including rayons and 
metallics, onto bobbins, and use 
monofilament for the upper thread. 

With the right side of the pieced 
fabric down and the machine set 
for a decorative stitch, I sew along 





the piecing seamlines (apparent on 
the foundation), so that the bobbin 
thread is worked onto the right 
side of the project; for more infor- 
mation on this technique, see “Bob- 
bin Work,” Threads, 

| No. 97, pp. 64-68). 

f 1 pass the bobbin 
thread ends to the 
wrong side with a 







large-eyed needle 
and tie them off. 
A To break up the 
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the pieced and ma- 
i chine-embroidered 
fabric, I next turn 
the patchwork 
right side up and 
embellish it with 
a series of mean- 
dering curves by couching (I call it 
What good is a great “driving”) novelty yarns onto the 
handbag without a great pair of shoes? Barbara and surface. Chenilles, tufted or fluffy 
her crazy-quilting coterie favor inexpensive slip-ons yarns, metallics, boucles, silk rib- 
embellished with beads and sequins for wearing around bons, and multicolor twists look 
the studio (and out, too). Chris, Carol, and Mary were great stitched over the patchwork. 
delighted to adapt to the local style. Monofilament upper thread, with 
regular polyester thread in the bob- 
bin, makes the couching strong 
and invisible. Simply set your ma- 


chine for a zigzag stitch, and an- 


“Tf it’s worth 
doing, it’s worth 
overdoing.” 


chor the end of the yarn where you 
want to begin, which can be at any 
point on the edge of the pieced fab- 
ric. With the needle down, lift the 
presser foot (I use a general-pur- 
pose zigzag foot with a side or cen- 
ter opening), slide 
the yarn through 
the opening and 
pull it forward, in 
front of the nee- 
dle, then release 
the foot (see photo 
at left). Holding 
the yarn with one hand, and steer- 
ing the fabric with the other hand, 
“drive” theyarn in loops and swirls 
over the fabric, stopping at an edge. 


Finishing touches: 
every square inch counts 
By now, my pieced fabric sections 
are rich with color, pattern, and 
texture—but | don’t stop here. My 
next step is to create a worthy set- 
ting for them. For handbag gus- 
sets, | choose fabrics that pick up 
colors or patterns from the pieced 
panels, and | almost always use my 
signature striped piping to define 
edges. Quilting cottons in bold, 
bright prints are perfect for linings 
and interior pockets. And every 
handbag that leaves my studio has 
an embroidered label inside. 
After the bag is assembled, I add 
beads, buttons, tassels, trims, or 
any other extra embellishment that 
captures my fancy. My perspective 
on embellishing is that, if you think 
there’s too much going on, you 
should probably add something 
else. And don’t talk yourself into 
the idea that a crazy quilted hand- 
bag won't go with anything you 
own. On the contrary, it will go 
with everything—trust me! + 





Barbara Randle, Bernina’s Artist of 
the Year, sews, designs, and teaches in 
Birmingham, Ala. Visit her studio at 
www.randledesigns.com. 
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BEST BETS IN 


Fall/Winter 


Patterns 


Modern, feminine fashions feature 


clean lines and interesting details 


by Patricia Moyes 


t first glance, you may think this 

season’s fashions are simply 

classics, but a closer look re- 

veals pretty, wearable garments, 

a sensible body consciousness, 

and a touch of glamour, along 

with luscious colors and richly textured 

fabrics (see “Trends” on the facing page). 

The proportion this time is slim tops 

over slim bottoms, but slouchy over slim 

works too. Plain fronts still characterize 

pants, but interesting seaming and hem 

details are fresh—on pants and skirts. Look 

for pencil and flared skirts worn just below 

the knee; minis look dated unless worn 

with a flat, high boot. Skirts pair up with 

short jackets, or long, fitted jackets. Lace or 

ruffled blouses, and soft, V-neck tops keep 

classic suits feminine, not preppy. Dresses 

are slinky or fit-and-flare, which is flatter- 
ing for all figures. 

Color-wise, burgundy and claret red are 

the places to start, paired with the warm 


espresso and mocha browns of the sea- 
son, or mixed with purple for a sophisti- 
cated look. Camel, so popular last fall, is 
toastier this year, a yummy caramel with 
nutmeg and cinnamon variations. Neu- 
trals include khaki, cream, gray, and olive. 
Winter white is also a must, but afew key 
pieces are more practical than the head-to- 
toe ensembles on the runways. 

Fabrics really tell the tale this year. Fake 
fur pops up in very simple vests, or in col- 
lars and cuffs. Sheer prints mix with 
tweeds, pinstripes, and herringbones (the 
new eclecticism), and corduroy enjoys a 
comfy return. Velvet, satin, and charmeuse 
make their way into casualwear, as well 
as holiday duds. Denim pairs with all of 
the above andis a great canvas for hem-to- 
knee embroidery. 

Along with the best of the new patterns, 
I've included a few must-have older pat- 
terns that not only fit and flatter, but fit this 
fashion season. + 


Patricia Moyes would like to thank the following testers: Elisabeth Gillem, Portland, Ore.; Kristin 
Jones, Kathy Judd, Barbara Kelly, Ann Nutting, Allison Page, San Francisco, Calif.; Anne Kendall, 
Seekonk, Mass.; Ronnie Kornfeld, West Palm, Fla.; Susi Lilly-Blean, Palo Alto, Calif.; Johanna 
Mramor, Surrey, British Columbia, Canada; Carol Oliphant, Silverton, Ore.; Jennefer Penfold, Lyn- 


nwood, Wash.; Mary Ann Shannon, Columbiaville, Pa.; Jill Todd, Longview, Wash. 
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THE COLOR AND FABRIC STORY eee TRENDS 
| 2 S IOO a | pon Colors 

AT SES G LE e Winter white, khaki, cream, 
ial Rie fie in aiie fe ; and sand 
Wine red, amber, deep 
purple to lavender; mauve 
and clear pink 
Blue is on the rise—navy 
and denim blue especially 
Olive and green neutrals 
¢« Brown, black, and charcoal 


e Caramel; metallic, 
especially bronze 


TRENDS 


Fabrics 

Luxurious, textured fabrics 
Cashmere, corduroy 

Fake fur, leather, suede 
Velvet and panne 

Silk charmeuse and 

Crisp satins 

Brocades and matelassé 
Rich wool suitings, pinstripes, 
plaids, tweeds; herringbones 
Sheer prints and solids; 
paisley 


Key looks 

Ladylike, modern dressing 
Pants: slim, flat-front, 
straight-legged, or flared 
Pencil or A-line skirts; uneven 
hems or hemline details 
Pea coats; standard-length 
jackets with one or 

two buttons 

Bomber and jean jackets 
BF 5 Aa n Fit-and-flare and sheath 
Brown & black SS, TREO U À | dresses; slinky gowns a la 
TED; i Jean Harlow 

Chunky, slouchy, 
patterned sweaters 
Classic, soft blouses with 
ruffles, bell sleeves, 

or high collars 


Details 

Sequins, ruching, corset 
detailing; embroidery 

and beading 

Zippers and straps 

Long, skinny scarves 

Belts worn low on the hips 
Boots: high or mid-heels, 
slouchy, or lace-up; 
T-strap shoes 


Caramel 
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Vogue 2678 
Clothing Designs by La Fred, 
Daphne Pants 
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ENSEMBLES/SUITS 





Vogue NY/NY 2678 (www 
.voguepatterns.com) offers 
slim over slim proportion. 
According to our tester, the 
jacket fits more like a fitted 
coat. The notched-collar jacket 
has a two-piece sleeve and 
trendy back vent, as well as a 
CB seam, side panels that 
end in princess seams on the 
front and back, and front bust 
darts for adjustment. The 
pattern includes two jacket 
front pieces: one for two 
buttons (the new look); one 
for three. Our tester rates the 
pant “current but not over the 
top,’ with its 2’-in.-wide, just- 
below-the-waist contour 
waistband; it’s fitted to the 
knee before flaring to 20% in. 
at the hem. (Sized 6-22, for 
busts 30:5-44 in.) 





Vogue 2687 is a dramatic, 
elegant pantsuit for those 
who love the challenge of an 
Issey Miyake garment; fabric 
choice determines whether 
the jacket is dressy or funky. 
Few seams and many folds 
provide distinctive jacket style 
(26 in. long and 44 in. at hem/ 
size 10); the princess-seamed 
lining is integral to the shape. 
Our tester loved the origami- 
like construction elements, 
but notes that altering the 
jacket affects the design 
lines. The wide plain-front 
pant (20 in. at hem) balances 
the wide collar. (Sized 6-22, for 
busts 30%-44 in.) 








Vogue 2602 showcases 
what we liked most about 
American designer Bill Blass, 
who passed away last 
summer: wearable garments 
with timeless style, interest- 
ing details, and great fit. The 
fitted jacket has princess- 
seamed side panels, bust 
darts, and shaped welt 
pockets; the two-piece 
sleeve is set-in on the front 
and raglan on the back. Both 
the skirt and pant have 
shaped bands at the hem. 
The knee-length skirt (42 in. 
athem and 21% in. long/size 
10) has a contour waist, and 
the no-side-seam pant (19 in. 
at hem/size 10) has a 
contour waistband and fly 
front. For advanced sewers 
only. (Sized 6-22, for busts 
304-44 in. and hips 32'4-46 in.) 





Butterick 3637 (www 
‘butterick.com) offers double- 
breasted styling in a well- 
designed jacket (25 in. long/ 
size 10). Front and back 
princess seaming, and 
shaped side and CB seams 
provide places to personalize 
the fit. Our tester liked the 
large, curved notched collar 
combined with the shaped, 
add-on cuff, which she felt 
added a vintage look. For a 
pea coat style, she suggests 
eliminating the cuff detail 
and adding a welt (and 
pocket) to the front princess 
seams. The knee-length, 
A-line skirt (25 in. long and 
49 in. at hem/size 10) has 
front and back darts and a 
contour waist. (Sized 8-24, for 
busts 3112-46 in.) 


JACKETS 





Christine Jonson, Swing 
Shirt 505 (www.cjpatterns 
.com) is easy to sew and 
easy to wear. This oversized 
(16 in. of ease at bust) long 
shirt (29% in./size S) has 
drop-shoulders, a simple 
collar, and a shaped side 
seam. Our tester plans to 
use her shirt as a jacket to 
wear over yoga clothes, but 
the shirt can be created in 
many different fabrics, from 
silk prints to polar fleece. 
Instructions are clear and 
helpful. (Sized XS-XL, for 
busts 32%-48 in.) 





Purrfection Artistic Wear- 


ables, 1032 Baltimore 
(www.purrfection.com) is a 
knee-length (40 in.) swing 
coat with great shape—big 
enough to layer over a jacket; 
our tester added 12 in. for a 
better winter length (making 
it 88 in. around at hem). 
Details include princess 
seams, deep shawl collar, 
and in-seam pockets with 
welts. Our tester added faux 
fur to the cuffs and collar of 
her wool crepe coat; she may 
try a rainwear fabric too. This 
coat is easy to construct, but 
if you adjust for a long or 
short torso, check the 
pocket/welt placement. 
(Sized XS-5XL, for busts 30- 
62 in. and hips 32-64 in.) 





Color dlustratrone: Lamoni O'Neal; echematca: Carol Runcka, photos; Scott Philipa 


The Cutting Line Designs, 
60565 By Popular Demand 
(www.fabriccollections.com) is 
a perfect match for skirts this 
season, and got high marks 
from our mom-daughter test 
team as a pattern for less- 
experienced sewers. This 
loose-fitting jacket ends at 
high hip, has a two-piece 
sleeve, shirt collar, yoke with 
forward shoulder seams, and 
patch pockets. Our testers 
told us the fun pattern went 
together quickly, even though 
they lined it. (Sized XS-XL, for 
busts 30-48 in.) 








Vogue 7610 by Sandra 
Betzina includes a short 
jacket (21% in./size D) and 
long coat (51% in./size D), 
both with a classic yoke, 
front panels, shaped pockets 
and flaps, two-piece sleeves 
with vents, and convertible 
collar. Fitting tips are 
included in the instructions, 
and the multiple seams are 
great for fitting. For a Prada 
look, straighten the back 
yoke, and eliminate much of 
the detail, like pockets and 
belt carriers. Our tester 
recommends also using a 
mid-weight cotton for a soft 
drape. (Sized A-J, for busts 
32-55 in.) 


ONLINE EXTRA 


Visit www.threads 
magazine.com for 
Threads Behind the 


Seams: Producing a 


Pattern Review. 





McCall's 3749 (www.mccall 
.com) is a zip-up casual 
jacket (24 in. long/size 10) 
with three collar variations 
(convertible, knit, and stand- 
up), that’s straight through 
the torso, and has side seam 
pockets (one version also has 
a patch breast pocket). The 
saddle shoulder sleeve is as 
easy to construct as princess 
seams, and provides a nice fit 
in the upper chest/back. 
Short or curvy figures will 
want to shorten the jacket to 
high-hip length. (Sized AA-EE, 
for busts 30'4-42 in.) 





The Classics by Cecelia 
Podolak, 104 Fearless 
Casual Jacket (604-469- 
6953), a long (29% in./size 
M), loose-fitting, dropped 
shouldered jacket, offers a 
roll or mandarin collar (our 
tester increased the height of 
the collar), and a partial lining 
or unlined finish. Other 
details include a two-piece 
sleeve with fold-back cuffs 
and patch pockets with flaps. 
Our tester raved about the 
easy instructions for altering 
fit (including cup size 
adjustment), as well as 
jacket-specitic techniques 
that made sewing a snap. 
(Sized XS-XXL, for busts 
3314-47 in.) 





Vogue 7610 
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Burda 8806 
Textile Studio Patterns, 
1107 Manhattan Skirt 
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PANTS/SKIRTS 





Neue Mode 22894 (www 
.Sullivans.net) is a plain-front, 
no-side-seam pant (41 in. 
long/size 10) that falls 
straight to the 20-in.-wide 
hem—pertect with a pointy- 
toe shoe. With one dart at 
the front, back, and side, and 
a waist facing, our tester 
says this pant can be sewn 
‘in an evening, or if you line 
it, a Sunday afternoon.” For a 
pair in velvet, sew the CB 
zipper in by hand, and sub- 
stitute Petersham ribbon for 
the facing. (Sized 34-46, for 
hips 34%-44 in.) 





Neue Mode J22838 is the 


modern skirt: A-line with 
minimal details. Seams, 
rather than darts, provide 
shape. Versions A and B fall 
below-the-knee (24 in.) and 
are faced at the waistline: 
Version C, the miniskirt, has 
a traditional waistband. All 
versions have CB zippers. 
The seaming invites 
fashionable details: piping 
along the side-panel seams, 
or corduroy with the nap 
inverted on the side panel. 
Our tester suggests cutting 
1-in. seam allowances to 
allow for fit adjustment at 
the side-panel seams. (Sized 
34-46, for hips 34%-44 in.) 


The Sewing Workshop 
Collection, Lotus Skirt 
(www.sewingworkshop.com) 
is a style that has stood the 
test of time. The draped left 
front on this long skirt 
provides the asymmetrical 
hem seen on the runways; 
the skirt also has a V-shaped 
yoke and side seam zipper. 
Because of its asymmetrical 
styling, the pattern is a 
challenge to fit and sew in 
the yoke area, and may be 
best for a taller figure. It’s 
easy to change the length 
(33 in.), so shorten this skirt 
to above the ankle, and wear 
it with a heeled boot. (Sized 
8-22, for hips 35-47% in.) 





Vogue 7608, Today’s Fit by 
Sandra Betzina is a great 
five-pocket jean pattern with 
a slightly dropped waist, and 
a faced back yoke that 
narrows to a waistband-look 
in the front. The pant is 
either boot-cut or straight- 
cut (18 in. at hem/size D). 
Our tester liked the fit, 
engineering, and instructions, 
and thinks a novice could 
make these jeans. She 
remarked that Lycra in her 
test garment made the jeans 
feel “as comfortable as 
sweats while looking as 
sharp as jeans.” (Sized A-J, for 
hips 34%-57in.) 





Textile Studio Patterns, 
1107 Manhattan Skirt 
(510-849-3410) made our 
tester look 10 pounds 
lighter! That makes this 
32-in.-long pencil skirt 
(41% in. at hem) a “must 
sew.’ The skirt, which also 
comes in a short version, is 
faced at the waistline, has 
front and back darts, a CB 
zipper, and a back slit; the 
close fit makes the 
recommended stretch fabric 
absolutely necessary. The 
pattern is easy to make, with 
thorough instructions, 
although our tester would 
tack the facings at the front 
darts rather than at the CF 
seam. (Sized XXS-XXL, for 
hips 43-46 in.) 





Clothing Designs by La 
Fred, Daphne Pants 
(www.lafred.com) is an 
excellent, basic pant pattern 
to revisit this season, with 
narrow-but-not-too-skinny 
legs (16% in. at hem/size 
24). This plain-front pant 
sports front and back darts, 
and CB zipper; elastic is 
used as the waistband stay. 
Our tester made only minor 
fit adjustments to the 
pattern, tested the pant in 
scrap linen, then made two 
more pair before sending in 
her evaluation. Instructions 
are clear and easy to follow, 
and include not-often-found 
finishing details. (Sized 4-26, 
for hips 32'4-50 in.) 


TOPS/DRESSES 





Loes Hinse Design, 5303 
New York Dress (www.loes 
hinsedesign.com) is a V-neck 
dress with long or elbow- 
length sleeves that can be 
dressed up or down depend- 
ing on the fabric. The short 
version (41 in. long/size S) is 
especially quick to make; the 
long version (50% in.) has a 
front yoke and gathers, CF 
seam and slit, and belt. Our 
tester added Seams Great 
(sheer nylon binding) to 
stabilize the neck and 
shoulder edges, and serged 
her garment in two hours. Hip 
ease and bust ease are 
marked on the envelope—a 
helpful detail. (Sized XXS- 
XXL, for busts 33-47 in. and 
hips 34-48 in.) 





Burda 8707 (www.burda 
patterns.com) is a very 
flattering fit-and-flare dress. 
The bodice and hem dip in 
back, and shoulder and 
curved bust darts allow for 
easy personalization. The 
pattern includes a long 
sleeve, mid-calf (77 in. 
around at hem version), as 
well as a sleeveless, just- 
below-the-knee (68 in. at 
hem) version. Our tester 
made her dress in a size 22, 
and said it fit almost perfectly 
right out of the envelope. 
(Sized 12-22, for busts 34%- 
43'5 in. and hips 37-45% in.) 





Burda 8806 is an easy 
blouse that mimics couture. 
Versions A and B have 
ruffled front and sleeve 
edges (note: WS of fabric 
will be visible in ruffle), front 
and back darts, and for 
Version A, a %-length, set-in 
sleeve. Our tester liked the 
minimally sized ruffle and the 
fact that the blouse is 
fastened with hooks and 
eyes, which are easier than 
buttonholes to apply to 
fragile fabric. (Sized 10-20, 
for busts 33-41 in.) 





Burda 8738 is a semi-fitted, 
pull-on blouse, elegant or, if 
you prefer, hippy chic. 
Featuring a CF seam and 
three neckline variations, the 
blouse has raglan sleeves 
that gather into cuffs. As in 
many Burda patterns, the 
larger size range includes a 
bust dart. Our tester suggests 
leaving off the cuff, and even 
belling the sleeve slightly for 
an updated look. Also wear 
the blouse untucked with a 
hip belt to add the illusion of 
a waist. (Sized 12-22, for busts 
3444-4314 in.) 





Design & Sew Patterns, 
336 Layers & Layers (www 
.designandsew.com) is 
designed for people with 
imagination. This ensemble 
of easy-to-construct tops 
includes a vest, tunic, and 
jacket with two sleeve 
lengths, so layering long over 
long, and short over long is 
more than a possibility. The 
tunic, which was almost 
knee-length on our five-foot- 
three tester, is our choice for 
a long, fake fur vest. (Sized 
XS-XXL, for busts 30-48 in. 

and hips 32-50 in.) 





Vogue 2707 is a Vintage 
Vogue option for party 
dressing. The bodice is fitted 
in the torso, and has lots of 
ease in the bust; the dress 
straps are wide enough to 
hide regular bra straps. The 
skirt is 140 in. around at hem 
(size 10), and falls 42 in. 
long in front, 46 in. in back. 
Especially elegant in crepe- 
back satin, the dress is best 
on a tall figure. Vintage 
details are for more advanced 
sewers only. (Sized 6-22, for 
busts 30%-44 in.) 








Vogue 2707 4 
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Affordable luxury is possible. This shearling jacket with | 
long-haired Tuscan lamb collar and cuffs costs little to 


make compared to a similar off-the-rack 
garment. The author added seams 
at the waist and across the 
sleeves of a discontinued 
Vogue pattern (2462), 4 
andleft allthe øg" 

edges raw. 4 Å SA 
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MAKING 


Shearling 
Goat 


With electric hair clippers 
to trim away the fur, 

you can successfully sew 
shearling on any sturdy 
home sewing machine 


erhaps you’ve seen them 
in catalogs and expensive 
department stores, and 
shuddered over the prices 
as you imagined the snug- 





gly luxury. If so, you prob- 
ably also assumed that shearling 
coats couldn’t be sewn at home— 
not without an industrial sewing 
machine and a lot of specialized 
tools and knowledge. But, as the 







garments shown in this article at- 
test, shearling can certainly be sewn 
on a good, sturdy home machine, 
like the Bernina Artista that I used. 
And the most exotic equipment 
youll need is inexpensive electric 
hair clippers—such as those you’d 
use to give a youngster or the fam- 
ily dog a close trim—to pare down 
your shearling’s seam allowances to 
a manageable thickness. 
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if you can, shop in person—the 
author is shown at Perfect Leather 
in Toronto, below left. If not, mail 
order is a good alternative. We 
requested swatch sets from each of 
the sources listed below, and were 
impressed with the range and 
quality of the swatches we received. 
The Hide House included a price 
list, which offered different prices 
for different-quality skins within the 
same color batch. You'll need to call 
the other sources for quality and 
availability information when you 
get their current swatches. 


In “Shopping for shearling” at 
right, you'll find guidelines and 


Shopping for shearling 


Shearling is a form of lambskin that has been processed with the 
fur still attached. The other side of the skin is usually suede- 
finished, but can also be leather or a distressed-leather finish. 
Shearling comes in a wide range of colors, as well as contrasting 
suede/fur color combinations, and in a variety of weights and 
thicknesses; the lighter-weight skins are easier to sew. The fur side 
comes in a variety of types, from very curly and long to sheared 
short and straight. Most are luxuriously soft. 


sources for finding and choosing 
shearling skins, and on the follow- 
ing pages I'll cover everything you 
need to know to tackle a coat pro- 
ject, from selecting, laying out, and 
cutting a suitable pattern to secur- 
ing the final buttons, and all the 
most typical construction issues in 
between. If you'd like to try some- 
Purchasing skins 
Shearling skins are sold by the square foot and average about 
5 square feet each. To convert yardage to square feet, use the 
45-inch yardage requirement from the pattern envelope, multiply 
this by 11.25, and add 15 percent for waste. For example: 3% yards 
of 45-inch fabric would be 3.25 x 11.25 = 36.56 x .15 = 42.05 square 
feet, or nine 5-square-foot skins. Also the number of skins you'll 
need will be affected by the number and size of the pattern pieces 
in your garment, since smaller pieces make better use of the skin. 
If possible, shop in person. Besides being able to check each 
skin for quality, you can take your prepared pattern along and do a 
trial layout. If shopping by mail from swatches, inquire about the 
quality of the skins, the average skin size, and the return policy on 


thing a little less daunting than a 
coat, see “Try it out!” on p. 46 to 
find an outlined, no-fail, one-skin 
shearling hat project. This would 
be an ideal, inexpensive test for 
your machine’s capacity to handle 
shearling—and your tolerance for 
clippings, for which you'll definitely 
need a vacuum! 





Other equipment you'll need in- 
cludes universal sewing machine 
needles, size 100 or larger, depend- 


uncut skins. In any event, look for clean skins with minimal holes, +l 
ing on the thickness of your skins. Eo Perrect Laniher 
l and for consistent 555 King St W 
Have some leather machine nee- 
textures and Toronto, ON 


dles on hand, too, in case you get coloring and 


similar weight 
among skins. 
Smaller skins and 
poorer-quality 
skins tend to 
create more waste. 
its always best to 
purchase an extra 
skin, just in case. 


Canada M5V 1M1 
416-205-9775 
Ships to the U.S. 


skipped stitches. For hand sewing, 
pick up a few glover’s needles (avail- 
able from most notions dealers). 
Your presser feet should have a 
Libra Leather 

259 West 30th St. 
New York, NY 10001 
212-695-3114 
Offered the widest 
variety of novelty 
colors and finishes. 


Teflon coating on the underside, 
either as an added press-on cover- 
ing to your existing feet, or as ded- 
icated Teflon feet. The only thread 
to consider is 100-percent polyester 





thread. The tannins used in pro- 
cessing the skins will eventually 


CONVERT YARDAGE TO SKINS 


akeup: Susanna Perks: t 


Deutsch: m 
to: David Page Coffin 


lach 


Model photos 


Bolom phg 


rot any threads that include cot- = — a 
ton, and nylon thread is too strong, Start with the 45-inch yardage requirement The Hide House 
Small bulldog or hair clips substi- Murty, ByE 595 Monroe St. 
tute for pins, which will leave holes “ae Te porcent tot pasie PO Box 509 
and, if necessary, should only be PRGA aiae Napa, CA 94559 
used in a seam allowance. Cold fuse 800-453-2847 
tape, a woven adhesive stabilizer S89: IAG 
used by furriers, is useful for sta- STE 
bilizing neck edges, and double- heat from an iron (withoutsteam), able as you learn how easily mieonnalive calalbð 
sided tape is invaluable to hold used with a press cloth, and only you can make shearling do what wiih swatches. 
hems in position during topstitch- onthe suede side (so as not to flat- you want. + 
ing. Finally, you'll need a rubber ten the fur) is a helpful prelude 
mallet (and a strong surface to to pounding. As with any of the Kathryn Brenne writes and teaches at 
pound on) to flatten edges and techniques described here, a little her Academy of Fine Sewingand Design 
bulky seam crossings, etc. A little testing with scraps will be invalu- in North Bay, Ontario, Canada. 
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Pattern selection and preparation 


Shearling works well for jackets, coats, hats, 
mitts, attached collars and cuffs, and 
slippers. Examine print and online catalogs 
for ready-to-wear approaches to shear- 
ling design and finishes. Most design 
details and seam types are possible, 
or easy to mimic, and because they 
won't ravel, edges can be left raw. 
Closures can include zippers, toggles, 
buttons, heavy snaps, and loops. 
Pockets can be welts, flaps, or patches. 
Shearling garments are usually fairly 
simple, which allows the textures of the 
skin and fur to make the design state- 
ment, and they tend to be loose-fitting due 
to the thickness and weight of the skin. 


Because of the small size of individual skins, you'll need to divide 
large pattern pieces into smaller sections so they'll fit on the skins. 
Look for patterns with two-piece sleeves, princess seams, and 
yokes, and add seams at waistline, center back, collar center 
back, above the elbow, and above the knee on full-length coats. 
Shearling doesn’t ease well, so eliminate the ease in sleeve 
caps, and avoid patterns with gathers or pleats. Always make 
a muslin to determine the placement of the new seamlines 
and to check the fit; and wear a sweater under the muslin to 
simulate the bulk of the fur. After the muslin is transferred 
back to the pattern, trace all pattern pieces onto heavy paper. 
Add seam allowances to your new seamlines, make a left and 
right tracing for each pattern piece, and clearly label all pieces. 
Reduce seam allowances to % inch to make better use of the 
skins and reduce bulk. Hems can be left raw, turned to the inside, 
or turned out to show the fur. Hem depth is usually about 1 inch. 


Layout & Cc utti n g Finding the best layout is like work- and thin spots, to make everything 
ing a puzzle; you'll probably have to fit. Working on one or more large 


rearrange your pattern tracings many surfaces, lay out all of the skins, fur 
side down. Begin with the largest 






times to match the best-looking 
skins with the most visible pieces, pattern pieces first (usually the 


while avoiding or incorporating flaws fronts, backs, and sleeves); lay them 
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out on the biggest skins, lifting or 
turning the skins frequently to see 
the condition of the fur underneath. 
Sleeves can go on thinner skins. 


Lay out detail pieces last. 





Use weights to hold the pattern 


pieces in position. Use a chalk wheel 
marker on the suede side to outline 
the pattern pieces and notches; use 


a ruler to mark straight edges. 


G. 
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Shaving seam 
allowances 


This is a messy job. It may be help- 
ful to have a garbage can under 
your worktable, but plenty of fur will 
hit the floor, so work over a non- 
carpeted area and away from drafts, 
vents, or fans, or work outside if 
possible. Practice on scraps. How 
close you get will sometimes 
depend on the nap or density of the 
fur; you may have to change 
direction or angle to get a close 
shave, and several passes may be 
necessary. Use the clippers without 


any of the hair attachments. Shave 


MASTER CLASS 


Cut just the skin, 
not the fur 





Cut the skins using small, strong, 


knife-edged, sharp scissors such as 
tailor's points. Using just the tips, 
be careful to cut just the skin and 
not the fur. Cut the edges where 
the fur will be exposed last, after 
you've gotten comfortable with this 
technique. Mark any notches with 


-inch clips. 








to reduce bulk in seam allowances 


and where allowances will fold back 


(as shown above). Shaving can be 


done before or after a seam is sewn, 


and may not be required on both 
sides; see seam descriptions on 

p. 46. If shaving after sewing, be 
careful not to shave too close or the 
stitches will be cut. To reduce their 
bulk, pocket bags, welts, and other 
details can be shaved down all over 


to just suede. 


Sewing tips 

For all seam stitching reduce the 
pressure on the presser foot by 
two notches (ignore if not pos- 


sible on your machine) and set a 


| stitch length of 4mm, or 6-8 per 


inch. Tie knots atseam ends 


instead of backstitching, which 


| weakens the leather. To conceal 




















| the stitching line if necessary, 


use a pin or needle to pull the 


hairs out of the stitches. 


Make a zipper facing 
from a Strip of shearling 
shaved to suede, as the 
author did on this vest 
(Vogue 2450). Pocket 
linings were made 
from a matching 
sweater knit 
to reduce bulk. 


















Seam techniques to choose among 


1. Topstitched, one side. Stitch the seam suede sides together, then shave the seam 
allowance and fold-back area only on the side that will be topstitched. Push the seam 
allowances to the shaved side, press lightly, and topstitch at 4 inch from the seam. 

A suggestion: offset the needle from the center, set the stitch length at 5mm, and pull 
slightly from behind to get the seam to feed nicely. 


2. Topstitched, both sides. As for topstitched, one side, but shave the 
seam allowances and fold-back areas on both sides. Press the seam 
allowance open and topstitch 4 inch 

from the seam on each side. 


Try it out! 


3. Lapped. Chalk a line % inch 


from the edge on the underlap Give shearling a try 
and cut away the seam allowance with this simple hat 
on the overlap. Lap and pin along (Butterick 3328), cut from a 


the chalk line, sliding the overlap 5-foot skin with plenty of 


’ sis leftovers. The seams here are 
into position to arrange the 


lapped, except for the top of the 
exposed fur. Edgestitch close to 
hat which was sewn to the 


the overlap edge. This seam takes crown with a %-inch seam, then 


practice to keep straight. trimmed to % inch. Make a 


muslin to check the fit. 
4. Wrong side out. Reduce the 


seam allowances to % inch. Stitch 
with the fur sides together, using 
binder clips to ensure that the 

underlayer doesn’t slip during stitching. Apply “-inch double-sided tape to the suede side of the 


seam allowances and finger-press open to hold down. Brush up the fur nap with a tailor’s brush. 


5. Embroidered. Stitch with the suede sides together, shave the seam allowances, and fold back. 


Press open and, using embroidery thread, a decorative stitch, and an open-toed, Teflon-covered 
embroidery foot, topstitch over the seamline from the suede side. Don't stitch too densely. This 


example was stitched with a length of 1.2mm and width of 5mm. Trim seam allowances to % inch. 


6. Butted. Trim the seam allowances away on both edges. Butt the edges together as you 
zigzag over them. This example has a width of 4.5mm and a length of 2.5mm. Avoid for high- 


stress seams. 


7. Serged/lapped. Serge off the overlap seam allowance holding the piece suede side down. 
Set the differential feed to 1.5mm and stitch length to 3mm. Complete as for the lapped seam, 
stitching along both edges of the serging. 


8. Leather-bound. Stitch with the suede sides together (seams are on the fur side), shave the 
seam allowances, and press open. Cut a 1-inch-wide leather binding, turn under the edges 

7s inch, finger-press, and use rubber cement to hold them down. Baste the binding in place over 
the seamline with a glue stick, then edgestitch each edge using a stitch length of 4.25mm. (This 
method is good for reinforcing high-stress seams.) 
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Hem options 


Fur side out. When shaving gar- 
ment seam allowances, don't shave 
the final 1% inches from the hem. 
Sew the seams, suede sides 


together, stopping 1 inch from the 


hem. Tie off, then clip to the stitch- 





ing. Sew the rest of the seam fur 
sides together. Trim the seam allow- 
ances in the hem area to '4 inch. 
Mark the top of the hem with chalk, 
and apply double-sided tape to hold 
the hem allowance in position (top 
photo). Topstitch the hem; then pull 


the fur outto conceal the stitching. 





Lacing. Shave the hem allowance 


and use double-sided tape to hold 
the hem in position. Use a heavy 
upholstery needle and yarn 

to sew the hem in your desired 


stitch pattern and spacing. 
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Turned-under and mitered. Shave 
1% inches along the hem area for a 
-inch turn back with topstitching 
% inch above the fold. The front 
edge can be shaved 1% inches for 
a 1-inch turn back with topstitching 
% inch from the fold. Miter the 
corner with %-inch seam allow- 
ances. Reinforce the front lower 
edges and prevent them trom 
curling by inserting a triangle of 
shaved suede into the pressed 
hem. Topstitch the hem with the 
turn back facing up; pull the edges 
of the triangle slightly for a tight fit. 





Curved collar. Sew a gathering 


stitch along the cut edge of the 
collar with a 5mm machine stitch, 
with loosened top tension, sewing 
2 inches beyond each end of the 
curve. Chalk-mark the collar 
underside to show the position of 
the folded-back hem edge, keeping 
the hem allowance under % inch to 
make it easier to curve. Place 
double-sided tape inside the chalk 
line. Pull up the basting thread and 
press the hem allowance against 
the tape. Topstitch, then pull the fur 
out of the stitching with a pin. 


Closure ideas 


1. Corded buttonhole. Lengthen 
the satin stitch to 1.2mm, and 
stitch the buttonhole with cording 
under the stitches. Knot the thread 
on the fur side and thread the ends 


of the cording under the stitching. 


2. Elastic-cord loops. For fur-side 
out edges, chalk-mark the loop 
position on the suede side at the 
garment center front. Cut tiny holes in 
the garment; feed the elastic through. 
Secure each end of the elastic with 
two bar tacks spaced %4 inch apart. 
Fold back the center front edge to 
expose the fur, and topstitch. 


3. Pointed binding loop. Cut a 
1-inch-wide leather binding strip. 
Turn '4 inch under on each long 
edge; finger-press, and hold with 
rubber cement. Fold the binding at 
midpoint, forming a triangle. Press 
and flatten with a rubber mallet. 
Position on the preferred garment 
side, aligning the cut ends with the 
center front foldline. Fold back the 
facing seam allowance and 
topstitch. Edgestitch the binding, 
then carefully slit the garment 
through the center of the loop. 


4. Bound buttonhole. Shave a 
patch the same size as the button- 
hole facing on the fur side. Sew 
around the opening, as for a fabric 
buttonhole. Shave the welts down to 
suede and sew into position; slash 
the buttonhole and turn the welts 
through. Position a facing over the 


welts, then topstitch as shown. 


5. Attaching buttons. When stitch- 
ing buttons on either side of shear- 
ling, always add a small, flat backing 
button on the wrong side to support 
the stitches (not pictured). 
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Tips and techniques for 
fit, form, and fashion 
from an industry expert 
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have been out in the world with 
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my spyglass again, picking up 
more tips from ready-to-wear, 
clues on fitting, and some 
tricks you'll be glad to have for 
your latest sewing projects. 
I like to snoop-shop in unusual 
stores and often find new and dif- 
ferent garment accents right where 
the designer left them. In this article, 
rl tell you about two pocket ideas to 
spice up your favorite standard pat- 
terns, a couple of button tricks, and 
tips for hems and even sewing. # 


Louise Cutting owns a fabric store and 
a pattern line. She writes and teaches, 
and says she’s in heaven wherever she is. 
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by Louise Cutting 


’ Hanging pocket 

updates favorite patterns 
On a recent buying trip to New York City, | 
noticed that one particularly distinctive pouch 
pocket was showing up on garments everywhere— 
especially hanging off the front of an oversized knit 
top (in linen the same color as the knit)—and on the 
side seams of pants, below the knee. I think it’s a simply 
> wonderful design element that adds a dash of fun to a garment. 
Here’s how to make it—adjust the proportions as you wish: 

è For the pocket, cut a 14-inch by 20%-inch piece from the fashion fabric. 

è Cut two 14-inch by 114%4-inch strips of lightweight interfacing, to give 
your fabric moderate body. 

è Fuse an interfacing strip to the wrong side of the pocket, parallel to and 
14 inches from each short end. 

è Fold the pocket in half crosswise, wrong side out. Sew a narrow seam at each 
end, perpendicular to the fold, to form a pouch. Trim the seam allowances di- 
agonally at the corners on the fold. Press the seam open over a point presser. 
è Serge-finish the open edge of the pocket; turn a 14-inch hem to the wrong 
side, and press. Insert double-sided fusible basting tape (such as Steam-a-Seam) 
under the fold and as close as possible to the serged edge; press again to secure. 
è Straight-stitch the hem 1 inch from the top fold. Turn the pocket right side 
out and press flat. 

® The pockets | saw were sewn to the garment with a l-inch square reinforced 
with an “X” at each corner; the top edge was not spread taut, but was allowed 
to drape. This is personal preference; the pockets could be sewn flat to the 
garment and/or at an angle to the straight grain. 


Crepe 

with shape 

To maintain wool crepe’s 
attractive soft characteris- 







tics, completely underline it 
with sew-in 100-percent 
cotton batiste. Then apply 

the appropriate weight fusible 
interfacing to the batiste rather 
than the wool crepe. This elim- 
inates drop-off lines where the 
interfacing starts and stops on 
_ the crepe and maintains the 
, ‘ fabric’s original hand. 






















Facing-framed pocket opening 
I’ve recently seen what might be the world’s fastest slash 
pocket—it’s simply a faced slit, with the facing turned to 
the right side of the garment, completed with a pocket- 
size patch positioned behind the slit and topstitched 

into place. Put your design skills to work selecting 
fabrics, and shaping and stitching the facing and patch. 
To make this pocket: 

è Decide the shape of the facing and pocket patch and cut 
a piece of fashion fabric for each. Mark the pocket slash line 
on the facing. 

è Position the pocket patch on the wrong side of your gar- 
ment and mark its position. Remove the patch. Mark the 
slash line for the pocket opening on the wrong side of 
the garment. 

è Staystitch the facing 4 inch from the raw edges. Press the 
raw edges to the wrong side along the stitching. 

è Position the right side of the facing against the wrong 
side of the garment, aligning the slash placement lines. 
Starting on one long side, sew around the slash line with 
short stitches; sew two stitches when you pivot across 
each end. (Never start and stop stitching at an end; it’s the 
weakest section of the opening.) 

e Place the garment facing-side up on the ironing board, 
and cut along the line between the stitches, cutting up to 
but not through the two stitches at each end. 

è Turn the facing through the opening to the right side of 
the garment, and press. Use double-sided fusible basting 
tape to affix the facing to the garment. 

è Topstitch around the opening. Edgestitch the facing to 
the garment. If you like, embellish the facing 
with decorative stitching. 

è Serge-finish the outside edges of 
the patch, and position it right side 
down on the wrong side of the 
garment where you marked 
the placement; hold the 
edges in place with dou- 
ble-sided basting tape. 
Edgestitch the patch 

in place. 
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Three ways to button it up 

To find the perfect buttonhole size to fit a button, wrap a piece of nar- 
row twill tape around the button, including the shank, and mark the 
length. Half that length is the buttonhole size. 


The most important button position is the one on the bust point line. 
Mark buttonholes and button positioning when the garment is close 
to being finished, right before sewing the buttonholes. 

To decide exactly where your bust point is, drop a measuring tape 







from where the shoulder seamline and neck edge meet, letting it fall over 
your bust. The point where the tape falls away from the body is your bust 
point. The buttonhole should be placed perpendicular to this point at the cen- 
ter front. Equally space the rest of the buttonholes above and below this location. 

You will be able to unbutton your blouse or jacket down to this point and not look 
risqué! The turn of the cloth at the left and right of the garment will be high enough to cover the front 


of your bra, and this line is always flattering to the face. 


Try arranging buttons in groups of 
two or three instead of using a tradi- 
tional row of single buttons running 
down the front of a dress or blouse. This 
creates an interesting fashion detail— 
oris a great button solution for “gaposis.” 
When ready-to-wear garments have poor 
button placement at the bust, add an- 
other one or two buttonholes in line with 
the original buttonholes. The new but- 
tonholes can match the size of the orig- 
inals and serve a set of new same-size 
buttons, or you can size them to fit mis- 
matched buttons from your collection. 


Two smart notions 

When snaps no longer stay snapped, renew 
their grippers with clear nail polish. Coat both of 
the snap pieces, let the polish dry, and then try 
the snap. Continue to apply the polish until the 
snap holds securely. 


Never store out-of-season clothes with met- 
al buttons in plastic dry-cleaning bags. The 
buttons will discolor by the next season. Plastic 
bags omit gases that eat the metallic coating off 
the buttons. 
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Four rules 

for jacket and 
sleeve hems 
The traditional sleeve hem- 
line is easy to figure out: Stand 
by a table and place your palm flat 










"i 


A 

on the surface. The end of the sleeve» 

should just touch the back of your hand. 

This old trick comes from men’s tailoring but 

women can use it for their traditional jackets or blouse = i 
sleeves that don’t have cuffs. 







Set the bottom hemline on a traditional tailored jacket 
according to your arm length. When you stand with your 
arms straight at your sides, the bottom of the finished jacket 
should touch the palm of your cupped hands, and your fingers 
should be able to wrap around the hem as shown at left. 


Hem sleeves to 
flatter your figure. 
To emphasize your 
bust, hem your 
sleeve right at the 
bustline—the strong 
horizontal line will 
make your bust 
appear to be the 
widest part of your : | = 2 
upper body. To draw attention away from your bust, place the hemline above or below it. 


Taper sleeves slightly at the wrist for the most flattering silhouette. The wrist circumference 
on long-sleeved tailored jackets in ready-to-wear is usually 10-11 inches at the hem. Patterns are 
more likely to measure l 4-12 inches at the hem. This extra fabric hangs at the widest part of 
your hips and makes them appear wider. 


Graph the math 
Use graph paper to lengthen 
a pattern piece. The “inch 
grid tablets are great guides 
for evenly spacing the split 
when lengthening patterns. 
The tablets come in several 
sizes and can be purchased 
at office supply stores. While 
there, pick up a roll of re- 
movable Magic Tape (in the 
bright royal blue box). It can 
be peeled off tissue paper, but 
don’t get an iron near it. 
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by Kayla Kennington 





Embroider 


TO SUIT 


For artful garment enhancement, arrange motifs in allover 





patterns—or group them to emphasize style lines 


recently acquired a top-of-the- 
line embroidery machine, and 
have had a great time learning 
to use it and its accompanying 
software. It’s a wonderful tool 
for turning plain garments in- 
to one-of-a-kind pieces that are 
fresh and interesting. My approach 
is to look at embroidery motifs as 
elements that can be combined, 
multiplied, and artfully positioned 
to create a unified embellishment 
scheme. The Threads editors asked 
me to depart from my signature 
art-to-wear garments and apply my 
techniques to commercial patterns. 
You'll see that if you're willing to 
be inventive in your use of both 
embroidery designs and built- 
in stitches, you can take your 
garments from ordinary to 
eye-catching with ease. 


Sheer templates and 
paper motif patterns 

are handy design aids. 
Use multiple copies of 

the motif to work out your 
overall design, and then 
use the templates to 
position the hoop correctly. 


Two approaches to design 

The secret to creating a richly em- 
bellished look is not necessarily 
but 
thoughtfully placed embroidery. 


more embroidery, more 
I've developed two ways of design- 
ing embroidery layouts, which 
require slightly different working 
methods and produce slightly 
different looks (see pp. 53-55 for 
more details). 

Sometimes I arrange the embroi- 
dery to echo a dominant detail 
such as a neckline, yoke, shaped 
hem or dart, or seam (see the vest 
on p. 55). In this case, I plan the 
embroidery design in advance, one 
garment section at a time. 

Alternatively, I embroider in a 
more allover manner, creating my 
design as I go along. I like to vary 
the density of the motifs when I 
work this way, as in the girl’s en- 
semble on p. 53. 


Versatile motifs make for 
strong, coherent design 

You can use almost any embroi- 
dery design you like, but for max- 
imum flexibility, I choose motifs 
that can be stitched out attractive- 
ly in any orientation. Floral and 
other organic shapes are great for 
both clustering and scattering. 


Modular designs and coordinated 
design groups are ideal for allover 
embroidery as well, offering graph- 
ic variety and thematic consistency. 
When considering a design, look at 
its general outline: an interesting 
contour will offer many opportu- 
nities for creative groupings. 

Depending on the embroidery 
machine and software you're us- 
ing, you may be able to reverse 
motifs and stitch them out in mir- 
ror-image, size them up or down, or 
even split them into smaller com- 
ponents. All these functions mul- 
tiply the options you have for using 
a single design creatively. 


Use templates as a 
design tool 
As with any embroidery project, | 
start my design process by test- 
stitching each motif I plan to use on 
a swatch of my fashion fabric. This 
helps me determine which stabi- 
lizers to use and how the embroi- 
dery alters the fabric’s hand. 
Next, I make a template for each 
motif, to help in positioning de- 
signs and hooping the fabric for 
embroidery. The software I use al- 
lows me to print out a full-scale 
template on transparent sheets, but 
if yowre working directly from a 


Model photos: Jack Deutsch; makeup: Susana Perks; photo on bottom of p. 53: Joseph Kugielsky 


















Add motifs one by one: 
with one motif already 
embroidered, the author 
uses a motif pattern to 
decide the placement of 


the second motif. 


Scattered petals 
and curving lines 

of straight 
stitching join the 
motifs into a 


gentle border. 


Kayla sent a 
gentile flurry of 
snowflakes adrift 
over this girl’s jacket 
and pants (Butterick 
3416) to create a 
whimsical and pretty 


winter ensemble. 





Design as you go 


If you have a confident eye for embellishment, you can design as you go. This approach 


works best with scattered, allover layouts, and is ideal when working on flat fabric. 





The sheer template 
does double-duty as a 
design aid: lay it over 
the fabric to see how 
the next stitch-out 

will look, and use it 


for hooping. 





Try it out! 






Arrange and embroider an 
informal border and place it at 
the ends of a table runner~fill 

in the middle section of the runner 
with a scattering of small motifs 
(or pieces of the motifs). 
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Complement garment style lines with embroidery 


Plan your overall design ahead 
to accent selected details 
such as shaped edges, darts, 
and seamlines. If you want to 
embroider over construction 
details such as darts or seams 
(straight or slightly curved), 
stitch them first, finish the 
seam allowances, and press 


carefully. (Note that densely 





digitized designs may be 





tricky to stitch out through 2, Prepare the garment sections: Lay out pattern pieces on 


multiple layers of fabric, so 1. A transparent template with orientation the right side of the fabric, with ample space between 


test them first.) Here Kayla marks makes placing the motifs and them. Trace around the pattern edges to transfer the 


hooping the fabric accurate and easy. cutting lines. Draw in seamlines as well if desired. Cut the 


demonstrates her process 


ona classic vest front. 





Motif sources 

M & A Designs 
913-390-8600 
www.m-adesigns.com 
Design CS003 

(Small poinsettia) 


Sew Man Embroidery 
www.embroidery.com 
Designs SN-128, 
SN-129 

(Snowflakes) 


Threads Embroidery 


Print one out on a mylar sheet, if you're 


using software that permits it, or stitch 


one on sheer, stable fabric. 


each motif. 


design card or floppy disk, create a 
template by embroidering each de- 
sign on a sheer, stable fabric, such 
as organza or organdy. Before un- 
hooping, draw the outline of the 
inner hoop on the template, and 
mark the center of the design and 
any cross marks or orientation 
points necessary for future hooping 
(see top left photo). 


4, Use the sheer 
template to position 
the hoop correctly 
around the motif 
placement marking, 
then remove the 


template. Repeat for 


sections apart, leaving as wide a margin as possible around 


the edges you plan to embroider, to facilitate hooping. Sew 


any seams or darts over which you plan to embroider. 


these on the garment sections to 
aid in laying out the design. 


Branch out with sewing 
machine stitches 

Although predigitized embroidery 
motifs can be combined to make 
stunning designs, I like to enhance 
them by adding stitches from my 
sewing machine. I use regular satin 
stitching, isolated units from dec- 





5. Add decorative 
machine stitching to 
unify the design: 
Transfer the marks for 
satin stitching from the 
dummy pattern to the 


garment section. 


like a big deal, but don’t underes- 
timate their role: they can turn an 
OK garment into a dynamic, eye- 
catching one. 

I encourage you to start using 
embroidery motifs for more than 
just spot embellishment. You'll get 
a lot more mileage out of pur- 
chased designs, and bring new life 
to your garments. 4 


, Just as important as the hooping eee ee 
Sesion l if : i itchi d ordi Kayla Kenningt West Li 
OAI templates are my motif patterns: orative stitching, and ordinary ayla Kennington, of West Linn, 
embroidery.com these are multiple photocopies of straight stitching to link motifsand Ore., has developed a vast repertoire 


(Forget-me-not) 
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each template, trimmed close to 
the edge of the motif and marked 
with an orientation arrow. I place 


unify the overall design on many 
garments. On their own, these 
added embellishments don’t sound 


of creative embellishment techniques. 
View her work online at www.kayla 
kennington.com. 


Process photos: Carol Fresia 












To experiment with Kayla’s 
approach to embroidered 
embellishment, choose 
small motifs and arrange 
them to maximize their 
impact and the garment’s 
design. Threads art director 
Karen Meyer designed 














3. Make a dummy pattern to 


aid in layout: Trace the pattern these Sprigs of Greenery 


pieces onto scrap paper, and with this approach in mind. 
use photocopied motif pat- 
terns to work out the overall 
design (top photo). Pin or tape the motifs into place, 
then mark the position and orientation of the motifs on 
the prepared garment sections (above right). The author 
suggests marking their position one by one as you stitch 
them out, so you can make minor adjustments to the 
layout during the embroidery process. In this example, 
she has sketched additional green lines onto the dummy 


pattern, which will be satin-stitched in a later step. 





= Embroidery 
Collection 


To purchase the Sprigs 





6. Sew over the 





marks to link the 


embroidered 
of Greenery design 


motifs. Here, 
both motifs shown above and at 
left, visit www.threads 
and satin | i 
| embroidery.com. 
stitches have Ja 


been applied 
over a pre- 


sewn dart. 


Four Fancy Finishes 


Tri msm ake th e E he pleco! pillows can be (For Bale directions, $ “How to 
turned into eye-catching sew a knife-edge pillow” on p. 60.) 

i i sophisticates if you trim Four of my favorite corner em- 

p Ol ni on SIm p | e, their corners with tassels, bellishments (shown below) are 
kn if e-e d g e p | | | OWS knots, or bows. Interest- tassels looped through welting that 


ing corner treatments are rim the pillow; fabric tubing tied 
very easy to add to plain knife-edge into knots; squares of crinkled 
pillows, which are among the eas- fabric tied to look like bows; and 
iest of all sewing projects to make. corner extensions cut right onto 
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for Pillow Corners 


the pillow cover, which, depend- 
ing on the fabrication, add either a 
whimsical or sprightly demeanor 
when knotted. Once you under- 
stand the principle behind each of 
these finishes, you'll see that near- 
ly infinite variations can be created 
if you change the scale or style of 
the components. 


To keep my directions easy to 
understand, I have narrowed the 
definition of the following words: 
l use the word welting to mean 
decorative cord with an applied 
flange, not fabric-covered cord with 
an extending seam allowance, 
which I call piping. Tubing refers to 
cord covered with fabric, with the 


seam allowance concealed between 
the fabric and the cord. + 

Interior designer Linda Lee, a Threads 
contributing editor, explains more 
designer corners in her book Sewing 
Edges and Corners (2000, The 
Taunton Press). She is the owner of The 
Sewing Workshop Pattern Collection. 
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Hold the tassel against the pillow insert and determine the length of cord you want between the corner and the tassel. If the cord on 
the tassel is too long, shorten it, preferably by pulling one end through inside the tassel, or by cutting 
the cord loop at the midpoint and knotting it to the desired length. 


1. Begin sewing the welting to the pillow top at the midpoint of one side: place the pillow top right side up and 
align the edge of the welting flange with the cut edge of the fabric. Stop sewing about 4 inch before the first 
corner, backstitch, and remove the pillow top from the machine. Starting at the point where you stopped stitching, 
carefully cut off the flange from the next inch of the welting. 


2. Return the pillow top to the machine. Swing the welting around the corner seamline (allow ease so the welt 
will fit around the point when the cover is turned right side out), and align the next section of the flange with the 
cut edge as before. Stitch the welting to the fabric, stopping 2 inch from the next corner. Continue in this manner 
to remove the flange and sew the welting to the remaining edges of the pillow top. Join the welting ends neatly. 


3 Prepare the pillow back (see “Make a lapped closure” on p. 60) and sew it to the pillow top, right sides 
together. Turn the pillow cover right side out. 


4. Slide the hang cord loop of a tassel under the welting at one corner of the pillow (use a crochet hook), wrap it 
over the welting, slip the tassel through the cord loop, and pull it tight. Add more tassels at this corner if you like. 
Repeat at the remaining corners. 





lf you wish to use fabric piping instead of welting, do not cut the flange at the corners, but sew it continuously around the pillow top. When the 
pillow is complete, use a large needle or an awl to poke a hole through the piping, forcing it between the corded section and the pillow corner, 
and use a crochet hook to pull the tassel hang cords through this hole. 


To estimate the total length of tubing you'll need, tie a test knot, mark each end of the knot, untie it, and 
then measure the length between the two marks. Add four times this length to the perimeter measurement 
of your pillow. 


1. Prepare the pillow back (see “Make a lapped closure” on p. 60) and sew it to the pillow front, rounding the cor- 
ners. Turn the pillow cover right side out. Set your blind-hem stitch to mirror image and put the blind-hem foot on 
the machine. 


2. Begin sewing the tubing to the pillow cover just past one corner. Stop sewing about 1 inch before the next cor- 
ner, backstitch, and remove the work from the machine. Tie a knot in the tubing, positioning it to sit at the corner. 


3. Return the pillow cover to the machine, and swing the tubing around the corner. Continue this process, sewing 
the tubing to the remaining sides, and tying a knot at each corner. Join the tubing ends neatly under the last knot. 
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room wall to serve as a 
pouch for notions, trim, 






bobbins, etc. 






TIE CRINKLED FABRIC IN BOWS 


Begin with four 18-inch squares of china silk; finish the edges of each square with a rolled hem. 


1. Soak the silk squares in water and wring each one separately until they 
twist back into a ball. Squares wrung on the bias will look different than 
squares wrung on the straight grain. Secure each ball with a rubber band or 
put them inside hosiery to keep them wound. Air- or machine-dry. Unroll. 


2. Place the pillow top right side up. Position a crinkled square wrong 
side up inside each corner, aligning the hemmed edge just inside the 
seam allowance; align one corner of the square with the corner of the 
pillow cover (top left), or place the midpoint of one side of the square 
at the corner (bottom left). Baste the layers together for about %4 inch 
on each side of the corner, and swing the remainder of the crinkled 
fabric onto the pillow cover interior. 


3. Prepare the pillow back (see “Make a lapped closure” on p. 60) and 
sew it to the pillow front, right sides together; make sure to catch the 
crinkled silk in the seam only at the corners. Turn the pillow cover right 
side out. Tie the crinkled silk in a knot or in a bow at each corner. 





EXTEND THE COVER CORNERS AND KNOT THEM 


Cut the pillow cover with extended corners, as shown in the drawing below. Experiment to see what shape works best with your fabric, 
and whether a tight or loose knot gives the effect you like. Knots in crisp fabrics will hold their shape, those in soft fabrics will drape. 


1. Make sure your sample corner extension is symmetrical. Trace it, without seam allowance, onto a small 
piece of paper; draw a line lengthwise through the center and mark the corner alignment, as shown. On a 
large piece of paper, draw a square or rectangle the size of your pillow top, without seam allowance. On it, 
draw lines diagonally from corner to corner. Align the extension pattern at each corner of the pillow pattern 
and transfer the extension outline. Add ‘42-inch seam allowance all around the pillow pattern. 













2. Using the pattern, cut out a pillow top and a pillow back. 


3. Place the pillow top and back right sides together, aligning the cut edges. Sew together along the 
perimeter, leaving an opening in one side for inserting the pillow form. 


. 4. Press the seam open along the flat sides. Trim the seam allowance in the corner extensions. Turn the cover 
| right side out and press the extensions flat. Insert the pillow form, slipstitch the opening closed, and tie each 
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HOW TO SEW 
A KNIFE-EDGE PILLOW 


A knife-edge pillow is one on which the top and bottom are joined to 
one another directly, with no side piece in between. The easiest way 
to make one is to start with a purchased pillow insert, or make one 

(see “Pillow Forms: What’s Inside?” in Threads No. 97, pp. 76-79) and 


Make a basic cover 
Knife-edge pillow covers couldn't be easier to make. 


1. Measure the edges of 
your pillow form to de- 
termine the size and 
proportion of the cover. 
Cut two identical pieces 
of the cover fabric to 
this size, adding ‘-inch 
seam allowance. 


right side out. 


slipstitch the opening closed. 


Make the cover removable 


There are several ways to make removable pillow covers, and 
youcan choose to make the closure invisible, discreet, or deco- 
rative. For an invisible closure insert a zipper in the seam on one 
edge before you sew the remaining edges together. It’s easier to 
make an overlapping closure on one side of the cover, like the 
one in the photo above-think of the overlap like the placket on a 
shirt. You can decide to make this side the front or back of the 


Make a lapped closure 


2. Place the pieces of the pillow cover right sides 
together, and sew around the perimeter, leaving an 
opening in one side for inserting the form. Trim the 
seam allowance at the corners and turn the cover 


3. Press the cover flat. Insert the pillow form and 





sew a cover for it. Knife-edge pillows can be a variety of shapes and 
sizes, but square or rectangular proportions are usually the most 
pleasing and easiest to sew; curved edges are difficult to keep crisp. 
Follow these directions; add one of the corner trims from pp. 58-59. 


pillow. Depending on your pillow size, and the stability of your 
fabric, the overlap may or may not require a fastening. If you de- 
cide to use a fastening, consider ties, buttons, snaps, or hook- 
and-loop tape. With planning, you can even sew a contrasting 
band of fabric to the overlapping edge, or add trim. The key is to 
sew on the fastening before you assemble the pieces. 


Following are basic directions for making a lapped closure from fabric that is solid or has a small pattern. If your fabric has a stripe 


or motif that you want to match, plan its placement before you cut. 


1. Measure the edges of your pillow form to determine the size and 
proportion of the cover. Cut one piece of the cover fabric to this size, 
plus '4-inch seam allowance; set it aside. Cut a second piece about 
8 inches longer in one direction, the extra length will be the overlap 
and hem allowance. 


2. Decide the amount of overlap; 
1% inches is usually good—any- 
thing less is likely to gap. If 
you plan to include fastenings 
be sure the overlap is deep 
enough to accommodate them. 
Make a hem the depth of your 
overlap at each short end of the 
second piece of fabric. Cut the 
fabric in half, parallel to the 
hemmed edges. 
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3. Arrange the two sections, right side up, so one hemmed edge 
overlaps the other. If you are using a fastening, mark its position 
and apply it, then return the pieces to this overlapped arrangement. 
Pin them together across the ends of the overlap; do not close 

the fastenings. 


4. Center the remaining piece of the 
pillow cover face down on top of the 
overlapped pieces. Pin together, 
then cut off the excess length on the 
overlapped layer. 


5. Sew the pillow cover together 
around the perimeter. Trim the seam 
allowance in the corners and turn the 
cover right side out through the overlap. 
Insert the pillow form. 








Joseph Kugwlsky, drawengs Heather Lambert 


Sloan Howard 


Photo 





on the hemline 


Add diagonals and curves to draw attention 


to the lower edge of your garments 


by Fred Bloebaum 


ow often do you look at a 
great-fitting pattern and 
think it could use a little 
excitement, but you're 
not sure where to add it? 
If you look closely, you'll 
see that many jacket, blouse, pants, 
and skirt styles feature interesting 
details at the top of the garment, 
and oftenignore the wonderful de- 
sign potential at or near the hem. 
So, take advantage of this oversight 
and add an interesting shape or 
line to the bottom of your garment. 


Adding fashion flair with a hem- 
line change is creative, but it often 
requires more than simply cutting 
and folding up a new hemline 
shape. Every pattern is different 
and the specific ways you change 
the cutting and sewing processes 
depend on the original pattern and 
your new hemline design. Once 
you decide on a design, think 
through the construction process 
from beginning to end to be sure 
you understand how the change 


affects it. Pll share some general 


techniques for developing and 
sewing shaped hemlines, and show 
you how I reshaped the bottom 
edges of a basic tailored jacket and 
vest pattern to create three new and 
distinct looks for a single silhou- 
ette. And | think you'll enjoy my 
sketchbook of other unique style 
options too. 


Hemline-friendly patterns 

Basically, any pattern can be al- 
tered for a new look at the lower 
edge, some patterns are just more 


Eschew the expected. 
Why choose a strait- 
laced hemline when 

an unusual shape can 
give you a signature 
look? (Left to right: 
tailored swoop, sheer 
scalloped hemline, and 
asymmetrical hemline 
with peplum.) 


december/january 2003 6l 





A classic jacket cuts 
to the chic when the 
hemline curves from 


TAILORED SWOOP 


To begin, trace the jacket back, side, and front pattern pieces onto tracing tissue. Cut out the traced 
pieces, leaving some excess at the lower edge. Draw the vertical seamlines onto each piece. 













Alter the pattern 

Curved hem 

Overlap the traced front, back, and side 
panel patterns at the side front and side 
back seamlines. Mark the desired high 
point of the hemline on the center front 
seamline. Draw a new hemline that grad- 
ually curves down to the center back. 
Separate the pattern pieces and add 
seam allowance at the bottom of each. 


_ Side panel 


high on the center front 
to low at the center 


back (adapted from 
Vogue 2602). 


Front facing 


Lining 
















challenging to work with than oth- 
ers. A pattern cut on the bias, for 
instance, requires creative prob- 
lem-solving, especially if you want 
to add bottom facings. Patterns 
with many pieces, panels, or seams 
also call for careful planning, and a 
full bottom edge, like that of a cir- 
cle skirt, can be tricky to shape. 

For any pattern youchoose to re- 
shape, however, there’s one com- 
mon rule. You must first decide 
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Cut off the excess paper at the hemline. 







Back bottom facing 

Overlap the traced back and side panel patterns 
again. Cover with another piece of tissue and trace 
the side front and bottom cutting lines; also trace the 
center back seamline (or foldline). Mark the top of the 
facing parallel to and 3’4 inches up from the bottom 
cutting line. Mark the top and bottom of the side back 
seamline with notches; mark the center back edge 





Cover your traced front pattern with new tis- 
sue; trace the side, bottom, front, and neck 
cutting lines. Mark a line parallel to and 

3'4 inches up from the bottom cutting line. 
Then slide the original front facing pattern 
underneath, aligning the neckline and front 
edges. Trace the inner vertical cutting line to 
your new facing pattern, blending it to the 
line just marked. Cut out the facing pattern. 


If there is a lining pattern, adjust the hemline 
on each piece to match the new jacket hem- 

line. Add ‘2 inch to the bottom edge for wear- 
ing ease when the cut edge is folded up and 
sewn to the top of the hem facing. 









| Front | 
facing, | 
Cut 2 


‘CF 


that you like its top portion. Anew 
hemline won't drastically change 
the basic silhouette, so make sure 
that, overall, the pattern fits you 
well, and that you find the style 
appealing on your figure. 


Flattering changes 

Although your pattern must have a 
good overall fit, altering the lower 
edge offers an opportunity to create 
a more figure-flattering hemline. A 


34 in. 


“fold.” Cut out the facing pattern. 


Sew the jacket 


Assemble the jacket per your pat- 
tern instructions. Sew the bottom 
facing to each front facing at the 
side seams. Add interfacing and/ 
or reinforce the curved edge with 
tailor's tape as appropriate to your 
fabric. Sew the facing unit to the 
edge of the jacket, RS together. 
Grade, turn, and press the edge. 
If you wish to put the lining in by 
machine, leave the bottom of the 
lining unsewn and attach it by 
hand after hemming the jacket. 


straight hem and/or strong hori- 
zontal lines at the bottom of a jack- 
et or top often add width to the 
waist, hip, or thigh level. A shaped 
lower edge is generally more fluid; 
asymmetrical or diagonal lines, in 
particular, lead the eye away from 
wider parts of the body. 
Experiment with a variety of 
shaped hemlines to find styles that 
compliment your body shape. Look 
to fashion magazines or designer 
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ASYMMETRICAL HEMLINE WITH A PEPLUM 


Before you begin, draw the seamlines for your size onto your original vest front pattern if they are 
not marked. You'll need several pieces of tracing tissue to create the new patterns. When your new 


pattern is done, add seam allowances to all the pieces. 


Alter the front pattern Right ` 


front, RS l 
Cut 1 T 


1. Trace the front pattern 
seamlines, center front line, 
and any darts, onto two pieces 
of tracing tissue. Flip one so 
you have a left front and a 
right front; overlap them at 

the center front. 


2. Draw a new right front 
overlap extension and hemline; 
mark the buttonhole place- 
ment. Draw a new left front underlap; from a point 
1 inch above the bottom of the side seam, draw a 
waist seamline perpendicular to the center front. 


Make the facing and lining patterns 


1. Fold the dart, if there is one, into the new right front; cover 
with another piece of tissue. Trace to make a facing pattern as 
shown; mark it RF, WS. Repeat for new left front, making the 
facing deep enough to support buttons to correspond with the 
buttonholes on the right front. Mark this pattern LF, WS. 


LF facing, 


2. If you want to make WS, Cut 1 


a lining pattern, trans- 
fer the inside edge of 
each facing to the 
vest front pattern un- 
derneath it, lift off the 
facing pattern, unfold 
the darts in the vest 
front, cover the vest 
front pattern with tis- 
sue again, and trace 
the outline of the 
vest front, excluding 
the facing. 










RF facing, 
WS, Cut 1 





All lines are seamlines 
© Original pattern 
WN New left front pattern 


EEE New right front pattern / > 


3. Fold the dart, if there is j / the angle of the front 
one, into the new left / | 

front. Lap another FA \ 

piece of tissue over ‘uate front 
the waistline. | | 
Draw a peplum, 
making the side 
edge 1 inch long. 
Adjust the grain- 
line to accentuate 
a striped fabric Peplum, 
if desired. Cut 2 


Asymmetry is interest- 
ing. To adapt an existing 
pattern, just exaggerate 


edges, taking each side 
to a different extreme. 
Add a peplum —a shaped 
piece —below the waist 
on one side. (Folkwear 


Patterns: Vintage Vests; 
866-FOLKWEAR, 
www.folkwear.com),. 


















Sew the vest 


1. Sew the side and bot- 
tom edges of the pe- 
plum, right sides 
together, pivoting 
at corners. Turn 
right side out; 
press. Baste 
the top edges 
together. 


2. Sew the 
dart in the vest left front. With the 
right sides together, align the top of 
the peplum with the lower edge of 
the left front. Sew together; press 
the seam allowance up. 


3. Construct the vest per the pat- 
tern instructions; adjust as need- 
ed to sew the facings to the lining. 


clothing for inspiration, and start a 
file of photographs, clippings, or 
sketches of hemline details (and 
see my collection of “Design Op- 
tions” on p. 65). 


Pattern manipulation 

To test a hemline shape for fit and 
style potential, simply experiment 
with your pattern. Trace the basic 
outline of your original pattern on- 
to lightweight paper, then reshape 


the bottom edge. Cut and pin this 
new pattern together, then gently 
slip it onto a dress form or your 
body; also consider sewing up a 
quick muslin to check the drape. 
Evaluate the basic fit and make 
sure the hemline shape is pleasing. 

If you discover that the position 
of certain fitting details conflict 
with your new shaping lines, make 
necessary adjustments, such as piv- 
oting a dart to a less obtrusive place 


on the pattern. Note 

how each pattern piece 

relates to the other 

pieces; if you adjust 

one piece, you usually 
need to adjust its neigh- 
boring one. 

Once you finalize the 
hemline shape, consider 
other details that affect 
the fit and style of that 
shape—such as facings, 





SHEER SCALLOPED HEMLINE 


For a complex shaped hem on a sheer or delicate 
fabric, test the edge finish on samples before 
cutting the shape on the garment. The author used 

a %-inch bias binding for her finish, cutting the 
strips extra wide to allow for ease around the curves. 
Make sure the binding fabric isn’t heavier 

than the sheer fabric, or the seamline will tear. 


Sheer, scalloped, and 
anything but dressed 
down. A lengthened 
version of the same 
classic jacket adapted 


Ee Seca Alter the pattern 

Determine the length of the sheer layer at the deep- 
est part of the scallop. Mark this line on your pattern 
(or extend the pattern to this point). Mark the scal- 
loped edge on each piece; the scallops need not be 
precisely the same size as long as their proportions 
are pleasing. If your jacket will have an attached 
opaque under jacket, mark its desired length, and 
add hem allowance. Transfer the under jacket hem- 
line and cutting line to the facing and lining patterns. 


elegant organza coat 
has a graceful hem 

bound with china silk 
(adapted from Vogue 
2602). 
































Finish the edge 


Before you finish the scalloped edge, sew together 
the body of the sheer jacket per the pattern instruc- 
tions, converting any bust darts to soft gathers and 
using an appropriate seam finish. If you are using 
an attached under jacket, do not set in the sleeves 
p or attach the collar or facings, and plan how to 

i N integrate the front facing with the binding. 


1. Cut bias strips 1% inches wide (six times 
wider than the finished binding). Apply remov- 
able stabilizer along the scalloped edge if the 
fabric is delicate. 


2. Staystitch the seamline at each peak be- 
tween scallops, then clip to the peak. Stitch 
the binding to the scalloped edge, right sides 
together, leaving 1 inch of binding at each 
front edge. Use %-inch seam allowance and 
sew with the jacket up and the binding 
against the feed dogs. At each peak, pivot 
the jacket fabric to align the edge to the 
binding. As you round each curve, gently 
push a little extra binding under the presser 
foot to ensure a smooth edge. 


3. Trim the seam allowance to ‘% inch 
and, with the jacket right side up, press 
the binding toward the scalloped edge. 
Trim the raw edge of the binding % inch 
from the stitching line. 





New scalloped 


Under jacket Hem allowance 


length hemline 
4, Turn the jacket 

wrong side up, fold 

up the raw edge of 

the binding 1⁄4 inch, Scalloped 
and then fold the edge, WS 







binding over the 
scalloped edge, fold- 
ing the binding ends 
flush with the front 
seamline (or edge). 
Pin and slipstitch. 


5. To keep the bound 
edge flat between 
the scallops, turn the 
jacket wrong side up 
and pinch the 
binding at each 
peak to forma 

small miter; stitch 

as shown. Gently 
press the miters to 
one side. 


Peak 


te 


Complete the jacket 


Complete the jacket per your pattern instructions. 
For an attached under jacket, baste the under jacket 
and over jacket together at neck, armscye, and front 
edge, then set in the sleeves and sew the collar, fac- 
ing, and lining as instructed. Hem the under jacket. 


Sloan Howard 


photo 


Ow 


Drawings: Rita Ch 


lining, edge support and finishes, 
and the fabric. 


Fabric choices 

In any garment, fabric is a major 
player, but for a shaped hemline, 
the drape, weave, and thickness of 
the fabric can make or break the 
overall effect. 

The easiest fabrics to work with 
when you are shaping a hemline 
are medium-weight fabrics, but you 
can shape the edge of a sheer, slip- 
pery, or very delicate fabric if you 
work out an appropriate way to 
finish the edge (see instructions 
on p. 64). It can be tricky to stabi- 
lize and finish the shaped edge of a 
knit, and thick or stiff fabrics can 
be problematic, especially if they 
ravel. I've found that knits and 
thick or stiff fabrics only work for 
a very simple shape and when they 
don’t require a hem facing or other 
edge finish. With napped or direc- 
tional fabrics, or stripes and plaids, 
also consider how the direction of 
the nap or fabric design will inter- 
sect the bottom shape. 


Facing or no facing? 
Shaped hemlines constructed from 
opaque fabrics often benefit from a 
hem facing, which establishes and 
supports the shape, and actually 
makes it easier to achieve a smooth 
edge. Sheers sometimes work better 
with a narrow hem, binding or 
serging, and nonraveling heavy- 
weight fabrics with no finish at all. 
To create a simple hem facing, 
trace the bottom edge of your 
reshaped pattern onto anew piece 
of paper. Determine the depth of 
the facing, based on the garment 
length, fabric thickness, and the 
hemline shape (the top edge of 
the hem facing is usually parallel 
to the hemline). Also work out how 
the ends of the hem facing will join 
the rest of the garment: the hem 
facing can be sewn to the front 


facing if there is one, or it can be 
cut in one with the front facing. 
Add seam allowances to the ap- 
propriate edges of the facing, and 
draw the facing grainline parallel to 
the grainline of the original pat- 
tern piece. 

If you don’t plan to use a facing, 
test different edge and seam fin- 
ishes, such as the binding used 
on the scalloped hemline of my 
organza jacket (see p. 64), to find 
one you like. You may need 
to adjust the sea 
allowance on the 
main pattern 
pieces along 
the hemline, 
depending 
upon the finish 
you've chosen. 


Edge support 
and finish 
After considering facing 
and lining options, next 
decide whether you'll need 
extra reinforcement at the 
bottom edge to achieve the 
desired shape. A defined shape 
that extends away from the 
body, in particular, needs addi- 
tional stiffness and support. Test 
a few options (horsehair braid, flex- 
ible boning, twill tape, or layers 
of firm interfacing) on your fabric 
before committing to any one tech- 
nique. Experiment to see if a hem 
or other edge finish can be made 
at the same time the stiffener is 
sewn on. 


The final cut 

Here are a few tips for laying out 
the pattern pieces and cutting the 
fabric for a shaped hemline. First, 
remember to transfer all grainlines 
from your original pattern pieces to 
any new pieces. For asymmetrical 
pattern pieces, mark the pattern to 
indicate which side should be 
placed against the wrong side of 


DESIGN OPTIONS 


Here are a few other ideas for jacket and top hemlines. 


















the fabric (or against the right side 
if you will be cutting with the fab- 
ric right side up). 

Use fabric scraps to test needle 
and thread choices, plus stitch 
length and width, which you may 
need to adjust. A hemline that is 
not parallel to the floor requires 
careful planning—and a bit of prob- 
lem-solving—but the unique results 
are well worth it. + 


Fred Bloebaum sells her own line of 
patterns (www.lafred.com). 
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magazine.com to see 


Susan Khalje’s article 
“The Scalloped Hem, 
from Threads No. 85, 

for more on sewing 


scalloped edges. 
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Piped edges with an or a neat, decorative edge 


attached self-facing finish on garments or soft 
give an ideal finish to furnishings, try my all-in- 
unstructured garments one piped bias binding. 
like this little girl’s chic This technique converts 
and comfy jacket the piping flange to a self- 
(adapted from finished facing, thus eliminating 
Simplicity 9935). the need for a separate facing or a 
lining. You can make the bias fac- 
ing wide enough to support clo- 
sures, narrow enough to edge the 
most delicate of fabrics, and flexi- 
ble enough to bend around any 
corner or curve. It’s a finish that 


saves time, reduces bulk, and looks 


A SIMPLE 
CALCULATION 
TO DETERMINE 
BIAS WIDTH 


Add together the desired 
facing width, the amount 
of fabric needed to wrap 
the cording, and the 
seam allowance, then 
multiply by two. Cut 
Strips on the true bias 
for maximum flexibility. 
(See “Bias Strips 

Made Easy,” Threads 

No. 69, pp. 18, 20.) 


amount needed 
to wrap cording 


-— 
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An All-in-One 


Piped bias binding doubles as facing and trim 


great on both the right and wrong 
sides of fabric (see photo at left). 


Tips for perfect trim 

Although many fabrics will work, I 
prefer to use relatively lightweight 
woven fabrics that are neither thick 
nor slippery. My technique uses a 
double layer of bias folded over 
cording; | find that thick or stiff 
fabrics yield bulky trim that’s dif- 
ficult to maneuver around curves 
and corners. See the guidelines and 
illustration below to determine how 
wide to cut the bias strips. 





Make piped bias binding: 
Fold the bias strip in half length- 


wise, right side out, aligning the 
raw edges; press the fold. Lay the 
cording on the folded strip and 
wrap the raw edges over it. Using a 
zipper foot, baste through all the 


fold jayers close to the cording, but 
without constricting it. 

seam 

allowance 


Finisn 


Scott Phillipa 


here. 


all i 


Sjoan Howard: 


Joseph Kugelsky, cunan photo 


Mode! photo 


drawing: Karen Meyer 


by Sally Silvers 


When choosing filler for the 
piped portion, consider the care 
of your project and pretreat any 
cording that may shrink when it’s 
cleaned. Once you've prepared the 
bias strips and filler, you’re ready to 
assemble the binding. 


Careful placement of trim 
ensures an even edge 

Unlike an ordinary bias facing or 
binding, this finish will add the 
width of the piping to the edges of 
your project; if this doesn’t work for 
the item, move the seamline toward 





Mark an alignment guide for 


sewing on the piping on the right 
side of the project. If you wish to 
compensate for the amount the 
piping will extend from the edge 

of the finished item, move the 
seamline toward the interior of 

the project. To do this, mark the 
alignment guide twice the width 

of the piping to the left of the 
original seamline, as shown above. 
Otherwise, mark the guide the 
width of the piping to the left of 
the original seamline. 





the project interior, increasing the 
seam allowance by the piping 
width. Whether or not I move the 
seamline, | draw a guideline to 
align the edge of the piping. It’s 
easy to see and I don’t need to pin 
the trim to attach it accurately. 
For tips on joining the ends when 
the piped binding completely rims 
the perimeter of a project, see be- 
low. To reduce bulk at the edges, 
trim the project seam allowance af- 
ter sewing on the binding. Then 
turn the facing portion to the 
wrong side, press carefully, and 





Try it out! 













Trim the edges of a 
curtain tie-back with 
a narrow piped bias 
facing. You can make 
the contrast subtle 
or bold, and choose 
whether to hang the 
tie-back facing-side 
out-or in. 


sew the facing to the garment. 
Here’s ahint for inside curves—you 
can pull the cord inside the pip- 
ing to tighten it along the curve. # 


Sally Silvers develops and teaches 
streamlined techniques for sewing 


creative garments. 


|ONLINE EXTRA 
See Sally 
demonstrate this 
technique on video 
at www.threads 
magazine.com. 








Use a zipper foot to 


attach the piped 
binding. Place the 
binding facing-side up 
on the project, aligning 
the piping edgeto the 
right of your guideline. 
Sew close to the 
cording. Remove the 
basting stitches after 
the trim is attached. 


A neat join to start and end with: 
To abut the ends of the binding 
when you apply it, begin sewing 
about 1 inch from the starting end. 
When you reach the other end, lap 
it over the first, free inch, by % inch, 
and leave the overlap unsewn. 
Remove the basting from the over- 
lapping end, open out the bias, and 
cut off % inch of the cord. Then fold 
up % inch across the end of the bias 
Strip. Lay the other end of the bind- 
ing on top, abutting the cord ends, 
and wrap the bias facing back over 
the cord. Sew the overlapped 
section in place. 


Overlap the trim ends for a 


quick finish. To overlap the ends of 
the binding when you apply it, begin 
sewing 2 inches from the starting 
end. When you reach the other end, 
lap it over the first end by 2 inches, 
leaving both ends unsewn. At each 
end, push the bias back to expose 
the cording, and cut off 1 inch of 
cording. Let the bias relax, then 
angle the cordless ends into the 
seam allowance. Finish attaching 
the binding, sewing across the 
empty piped sections where they 
angle over the seamline. Fold under 
the free ends of the binding neatly. 


december/january 2003 67 


LIGHT ON THE 


SU 


Handmade slippers are the last word 






in coziness for toes 


by Saskia Wassing-Shepherd 


aking your own 
shoes is a lovely 
idea. Unfortunately, 





its also quite a chal- 
lenging project. On 
the other hand, com- 
fortable, long-wearing slippers can 
be easily made by anyone, in as 
whimsical or work-a-day style as 
wanted. The difference is mostly 
in the sole; slippers simply don’t 





need the toxic glues and heavy- 
duty, hard-to-manage soling mate- 
rials that shoes require. Of course, 
the tops (or uppers) of slippers can 
also be made from much cozier, 









less sturdy materials than those 


SLIPPER PARTS 


Top 
lining 


that would stand up to the all-day 
~» Top 


F wear of shoes. lve worked out a 
/ (vamp) 


simple step-by-step process for 
making fabric slippers (from fit- 





Insole — Top opening 


edge 





ting and patternmaking to stitching 
on a thin leather sole) that TIl walk 
you through in the photos on the 





Sole — following pages. The drawing at 
iiia mete left shows the parts of a typical 
slipper, and in the drawings on 
p. 70, I’ve sketched a handful of 
slipper design ideas. Together, 
these offerings should set you 
squarely on the path to perfect slip- 


pers for all your favorite feet. Just 
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Make the slipper patterns 


Make the sole pattern. With the subject 
standing barefoot on a piece of sturdy 


paper, trace around one foot (or both 





feet if there’s a significant difference 
between them) and cut out the tracing(s) to make the paper template(s). Mark an 
approximate center line the length of the template, and a perpendicular line across 
its widest part. Make the sole pattern(s) by placing the foot template(s) on paper 
and drawing around them, allowing about -inch ease, except at the front, where 
you can draw whatever toe shape you want, so long as it's bigger than the 
template. Transfer the lines from the template(s), and check that this pattern fits 


drawing on p. 68: Karen Meyer; all other drawings: Saskia Wassing-Shepherd 


Completed slipper photos: Scott Phillips; ail other photos: David Page Coffin; 


the traced foot (or both feet). 


Make the top pattern. With the foot on the sole template, 


measure across the widest point (line B), and across the arch, 


approximately where you want the slipper opening to start 
(line C). Mark the template where you take 
these measurements. On a piece of paper 
placed beneath the template, extend lines B 
and C to their measured lengths as shown, 
dividing equally on both sides of the center 
line. To draw the curve at the opening, start 


about % inch below each end of line C 


Sew the slipper 


Cut out the parts. Adding %-inch seam allowance, mark 
and cut out insoles, tops, and linings. (If using velvet or 
other fabric with pile, point the pile toward the heel.) Mark 
and cut out felt and leather soles, without seam allowances. 
Remember to reverse the pattern for each foot! Cut two 
14-inch bias-cut sole edging strips, each long enough to fit 


around the outside edge of the sole, plus % inch. 








(points E) and curve to a point about 1% inches 
above line C at the center. To complete the top 
pattern, connect the toe point to the opening 
with a smooth curved line through each 
end of lines B and C. 

Cut the top and sole patterns from craft 
felt (add %4-inch seam allowances around 
the sole and outer edges of the top) and 
make a mock-up to test the fit and shape 


of the opening curve. 





Sew the tops. Line each top by joining the lining and top right sides together 
along the opening edge. Turn right side out and press. Starting at the toe point, 
pin and sew each side of the top to the insole, with both the top and insole 
facing up. With all edges aligned and fabrics right sides together, pin the sole 
edging strip around the top of the slipper, starting and ending at the inside arch. 
Sew from the underside, stitching on top of or just inside the previous stitches, 
as shown below left. Sew the ends of the edging together, and trim to % inch. 
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Attach the felt 


Cement the felt to the insole. Make sure the felt padding fits 
exactly within the insole seamline, right. Spread an even layer of 
contact cement on the wrong side of the insole, inside the 
seamline only, below left. Also apply cement to the top side of 
the felt sole. Allow the cement to dry, 
then press the two glued surfaces 
together firmly, starting at the heel 
and working up to the toe; keep the 
felt inside the seamline and smooth 
away any wrinkles or air pockets, 


below right. 


SLIPPER IDEAS 


Consider beaded details, appliqué 
designs, unusual trims 


Possible materials are endless, 
including velvets, satins, silks, 
wool felt, suede, shearling, 
denim, tapestry, brocades 


Mix colors for contrasts or go 
with monochromatic designs 


Mix patterns on chosen fabrics 
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Cement the sole edging. Turn the sole edging away 
from the felt. Carefully apply contact cement to the inside 
of the edging, catching the edge of the felt and both 
sides of all seam allowances, leaving a clear % inch at the 
loose edge of the edging, as shown below. Then apply a 
*-inch band of cement to the underside edge of the felt 
sole, as shown. Place the slippers felt side up on top of 
some boxes or spools of thread, so they are clear of the 


work surface. Allow to dry. 


embroidered ; 
details 


Secure the edging to the felt. 
Working your way around the 
slipper's edge from the underside, 
carefully wrap the sole edging 
down and around the felt. Start at 
the front, mitering any corners, as 
shown below, and distributing 
excess evenly around curves, as 
shown. Keep pressing edging 
down for a few minutes once in 


place to ensure a good bond. 


add embellishment to the tops be- 
fore sewing them to the linings 
or insoles. 


No special tools required 

The materials and equipment you'll 
need for slipper-making are easily 
assembled. Any fabric can be used 
for the top and top lining. For the 
insole and edging, use a medium- 
weight or heavyweight fabric so 
that your cement won't bleed 
through. I love velvet, so that’s what 
Ive primarily used on my slippers, 
but as long as you think your feet 
will like it, you can give any fabric 
a try. I used a medium-weight gar- 


Attach the leather sole 


Cement the sole and the padding. Trim the leather if 
necessary to fit exactly over the covered felt. Clip any 
miters or excess overlaps so the edging lies flat, as 
shown below. Apply contact cement evenly to both the 
underside of the sole leather and the felt, up to % inch 


from the outside edge of each, as shown. Allow to dry, 


Stitch the sole to the edging. With a 
strong thread, sew around the leather’s 
edge with a %-inch blanket stitch. Stitch 
through the leather and then through the 
edging, instead of through both at once, 


using needlenose pliers, if necessary, to 


then carefully attach the 
sole to the underside of 
the slipper, working 
from heel to toe. Press 
together well to ensure 


a good, even bond. 


ment leather with the suede side 
out for my slipper soles, but any 
synthetic leather or suede would 
no doubt also work. To pad the 
soles, | chose a 4-inch-thick indus- 
trial wool felt, available by mail 
from Dick Blick Art Materials (sold 
as press cushions; 800-447-8192); 
a 4- or 4-inch high-density foam 
rubber would also be a 
good choice. Both ny- 
lon and polyester 
sewing threads 
are stronger 
than cotton 
threads, 

so they’re 

















get a firm grip on the needle. 


the best choices for both the hand- 
and machine-sewing required. 
You'll also need a contact cement 
(and an inexpensive %4-inch brush 
to apply it with) from the hardware 
store to hold the sole and padding 
layers securely in place, but a water- 
based cement will work fine; there’s 
no need for the 
more toxic, sol- 
vent-based ver- 
sions. + 





| Saskia Wassing- 
Shepherd designs, 





sews, and embroiders 
in Toronto, Canada. 
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If FASHION Is Your PASSION 
You UL LOVE These Fabric Stores! 


COUTURE FABRICS 
Scottsdale, AZ 

(480) 949-8238 
coutfab @ msn.com 








N i pee ETER S SILK SHOP 
Asheville, NC 

(828) 252-2131 
www.waechters.com/ 


BUTTONS ‘N’ BOLTS 
Tucson, AZ 

(520) 795-1533 
www.buttonsnboltsfabrics.com 


CASUAL ELEGANCE FABRICS 
Durham (Northern CA area), GA 
(530) 343-6838 

casele @ sunset.net 


MULBERRY SILKS and FINE FABRICS 
Carrboro (Chapel Hill area), NC 
(919) 942-7455 


BANASCH’S FABRICS 
Cincinnati, OH 
(513) 731-5757 


THREADS AT GINGERBREAD HILL 
Aurora (Cleveland area), OH 


JANE’S FABRIQUE (330) 562-7100 


LaJolla (San Diego area), CA 
(858) 459-5828 
janesfab @ earthlink.net 


D’LEAS FABRIC & BUTTON STUDIO 
Denver, CO 

(303) 388-5665 

dleasfabric @ aol.com 


FABRIC COLLECTIONS 
Winter Park (Orlando area), FL 
(407) 740-7737 
www.fabriccollections.com 


CALEDONIA FINE FABRICS, ETC. 
Boise, ID 

(208) 338-0895 

cff2 @ mindspring.com 


LINDA'S SEWING CENTER 
Corvallis, OR 

(541) 757-1317 
lindassewing @ proaxis.com 


JOSEPHINE’ S DRY GOODS 
Portland, OR 

(503) 224-4202 
www.josephinesdrygoods.com 


SOUDER FABRIC SHOP 
Souderton (Philadelphia area), PA 
(215) 723-2017 
souderfabricshop @ netcarrier.com 


MARYANNE’S FABRICS, ETC. 
Beaumont (Houston area), TX 

(409) 838-3965 

mafabrics @ aol.com 


THE GRAPEVINE COLLECTION 
Colleyville (Dallas-Ft. Worth area), TX 
(817) 514-6061 


FASHION AFFAIR 
Salt Lake City, UT 
(801) 486-7600 
fashionaffair@aol.com 


SATIN ROSE-FINE FABRICS 
Kirkland (Seattle area), WA 

(425) 822-7507 

satinrose129 @hotmail.com 


LONDA’S SEWING ETC. 
Champaign, IL 

(217) 352-2378 
www.londas-sewing.com 


FABRIC GALLERY 
Williamston (Lansing area), MI 
(517) 655-4573 
www.fabricgallery.net 


GINNY’S FINE FABRICS 
AND SUPPORT GROUP 
Rochester, MN 

(507) 285-9134 
www.ginnysfinefabrics.com 


TREADLE YARD GOODS 
St. Paul, MN 
(651) 698-9690 


EUNICE FARMER FABRICS 


i free sewing gift” 
EJ with minimum purchase 
must present this ad, 





St. Louis, MO good thru 1-31-03 

(314) 997- 1531 (‘gifts and minimum 

SEW NATURAL’S : AENG SE at each ETA 
CREATIVE TEXTILES | y‘ 5 
Santa Fe, NM fi f. b 

aml. www.finefabri icstores. com 
K APLAN’S FABRICS @#eee0e0e20e20e00200200020000880808880888 0 


e Stores listed are independent fashion fabric e 
è retailers united to promote Fashion Sewing. Please e 
© SUPPO those who support your Fashion Passion! ¢ 


o (M E E EE EE E E E E 80 
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Kansas City, MO 
(816) 531-4818 
www.kaplansfinefabrics.com 
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Shop at Home for all your 
unung & & Sewing Etojecis 


WWW. cottonboutique. com 


Phone: 949-362-6646 
Fax: 949-831-4884 


ETIE info@cottonboutique.com 





Pattern Maker = 


forcross-stitch 





WITH MACHINE EMBROIDERY ADD-ON aM 
Stitch your cross- stitch 
| designs on your 
embroidery machine 
in a fraction of ; 
the time it takes 
by hand! 


Features included: 
è pati i 


Call your local dealer or 
CA E TET] 


ww. 1oO0pyWware.com SU-OAY MONEY BALK GURRANTEE 





1-800-768-6257 HobbyWare, Inc. | 
972-562-5411 7” bine rig Wad | 
317-578-1364 Fax bP ad La EA IN a6 250) | 
VISA/MC/Amex/Discover we 

check or money order accepted ts HobbyWare 
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GOLDBLATT DISTRIBUTORS 
NEW AND IMPROVED 


CM-600 


Portable Blindstitch 
Retail: $799 Special: $598 


Quilling machine 


PRESS LIKE THE PAOS 
with the Professional 
CONS EW/SILVERS Tan 
HAONING SYSTEM 
Retail: $320 
Special: 5188 


WE CARRY AFULL LINE OF INDUSTRIAL SEWING EQUIPMENT 


1511 Milwaukee Avenue. Chicago% IL. 60622 


: 888-505-4565 E-mail: SEWMACHINE@AMERITECH.NET 
All Credit Cards Accepted • Telephone orders 7 Days A Week 
¢ Established 1935 » 
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Toll Free 


















PORTRAIT 
of the : 3 
ARTIST smı | Co. 


“IT want my ie to make you 


with her when you look at them.” 


BERNINA Barbara Randle — fiber artist, teacher 








“I start with happy colors and then throw in the unexpected. ” 
“Tl tell students, ‘Pick out a fabric you really love and then 
build on it. Add colors that turn you on, add fuzzy things, 
beads, tassels. If you get to a point where youre stumped, 
imagine what you think needs to go there and then do the 


opposite.’ It's a fun way to stretch the imagination.” 


“If you want to get this wild and crazy, you need a Bernina. ” 





“I own five Bernina machines now, but my favorite is the 180E. 
Between all the decorative stitches and the 9mm stitch width, I 
can get my embellishments so incredibly bold and beautiful. 

I love the 16-directional sewing as well. It's definitely the most 


fun you can have with a sewing machine.” 
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Nothing Sews Like A Bernina. Nothing. 


BERNINA 


©2002 Bernina of America * Visit www.berninausa.com for a dealer near you. 
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Here’s a look 
at some of the 


EMBROIDERY-ONLY 
MACHINE 


The Simplicity Americana Series Model SE3 
(under $1,000, 800-335-0025; www.simplicity 
sewing.com) does a fine job of machine embroidery 


sewing, quilting, 





and embellishing 
products now 


on the market. 


without confusing or frustrating the operator, 
because embroidery is the only kind of sewing 
it does. There are many reasons for wanting an 
embroidery-only machine, the least of which 
is being able to sew on your regular machine as 
you take time out to embroider on another. And (heaven forbid), maybe you don’t sew but love to 
embroider. This is a straightforward, easy-to-understand machine with a variety of hoop sizes and 
features. The LCD touch screen walks you through the preliminary setup and stitch-outs. The machine 
features include: on-screen editing, sizing, and rotation; mirrorimage ability; a thread breakage indicator; 








automatic embroidery tension; a tracing function; and stitch density adjustments. The step-through 
design allows you to advance the machine through the pattern without stitching. It has over 100 built- 
in designs and alphabets, and you can always choose new ones from an ever-expanding source of 





HEIRLOOM 
FRENCH SCISSORS 


Garrett Wade (a woodworking tool catalog) knows people 
who are digging around in old French factories and ware- 





houses, unearthing unfinished scissors that have been 
forgotten for over half a century. Craftsmen finish and fit 
each blade to its mate, and polish and complete the pairs. 
The latest find—these delicate French sewing scissors. 
With fine, tooled points and singing blades, these 60- 
year-old treasures are perfect as a presentation gift for 
your retiring sewing guild president or for any sewer’s 
extra special occasion. The number of pairs available is lim- 
ited, so call Garrett Wade for availability (800-221-2942), 
Each pair is sheathed in its own leather scabbard, or they 
are sheathed together when purchased as a set. Those 
available include: 3%-inch scissors, $74.50 (O2E01.01); 
5-inch scissors, $85.40 (02E01.02); both sizes as a set, in 
a leather case with a snap closure, $129.75 (O2E01.10). 
>EN, 
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embroidery cards in the .pes file format. 


-Judith Neukam 


OTTOBRE 
DESIGN 


Are your kids hip and 
fashion-savvy? If so, here’s 
a source for funky, up- 
to-the-minute kids’ pat- 
| terns: Ottobre Design 

(www.ottobredesign.com; 358-8-374-945; 

Fax: 358-8-338-943). This Finnish publica- 
tion includes traceable patterns for 40 or so designs—for new- 
borns through teens—and even a couple of basics for Mom. 

The designs featured in this family-run quarterly magazine 
are geared to the needs of children at all ages (comfort and conve- 
nience for infants, mobility for toddlers, etc.). They usually 
include a group of coordinating separates in simple but interesting 
styles, with lively embellishment ideas to personalize the look. 
So far, Ottobre Design is only published in Finnish, German, Dutch, 
and Swedish, but by spring 2003, it will also be available in 
English. Get the next generation of sewers started by helping them 
dress creatively now. 

-Carol Fresia 


* Full Color 


* Hundreds of 
photos and | 
illustrations! 


$29.95 
+ 54.00 
shipping 
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LaConner Jackets 





Call Toll Free for book, patterns, FREE pattern brochure 
and Lyla’s teaching itinerary: 1-866-853-2207 
LJ Designs: 1-775-853-2207 


Í P.O. Box 18923 


Reno, NV 89511-0863 
L.J. Designs 






Fax: 1-775-853-2217 
www.LJDesignsOnline.com i 
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@ Everything 
© For Sewers 
= And much, much more! 
of Amazing Selection 

Amazing Way To 
Md Shop Online 


z www.shoppersrule.com 


& at Shoppers Rule you pick the 
item and then pick the price. 


Visit us online for details and 
Register for our weekly Drawing! 


ajny aioe 





~~ ae 
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www.shoppersrule.com 








VINTAGE APPAREL 
& ACCESSORIES 
To Buy Or To Make 
GENERAL CATALOG. $4. post-paid. 
Corsets, bonnets, hoopskirts, fans & snoods, 
paper dolls, flags, books, toys...and more! 
ae PATTERN CATALOG. $7.” postpaid. Over 
1000 patterns available for Victorian & 
Edwardian clothing, plus Medieval, Civil 
War Military, 1920’s, 30’s & 40’s...and more! 
SHOES & BOOTS CATALOG. $5.” 
postpaid. You've probably seen our footwear in 
the movies or on stage! Victorian, Edwardian, 
Medieval & Renaissance eras...plus more! 
Sizes available for men, women & children. 


AMAZON DRYGOODS, DEPT. TM 
411 Brady Street, Davenport, LA 52801 f, 
| Phone: 800-798-7979 © Fax 563-322-4003 ” 

i ~ CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED — 


www.amaz ondry goods.com 


















VEW LOOK 
burda 
















READER SERVICE NO. 4 





This tool revolutionizes the way 
you cut fabric! 








Hint Hint 
When you order from Alto’s mention code 
“TM212” and receive a 5% discount. 


1-800-225-2497 4 
www.quiltcut.com Altos 
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9-11, 2003 


e Orlando Centroplex 


Orlando, FL - . January 


located downtown at The Expo Center in t 
The low daily $17 admission fee! 


- Over 90 Different Seminars Offered Daily! 
Hand Embroidery to Fashion Fitting to Quilting to the latest in Technology, 
plus much, much more! 


- Sit and Sew with Martha! January 7th or 8th, 2003 


The Quilting Experience with Celebrity Quilt Guest Lecturer 
JINNY BEYER as she speaks on “Color Confidence" 


Friday 6:30pm Cost is just $3 with Sewing Market admission ($30 without). 


"High-Tech ta Handwork" 


For more information: Martha Pullen Co., 149 Old Big Cove Rd., Brownsboro, AL 35741 * (256) 533-9586, ext. 109 
(800) 547-4176, ext. 109 * FAX (256) 533-9630 or email your name and address to: sewingmarket@marthapullen.com 
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Sewing & Stitchery 
Expo 2003 


proudly presents: 
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FEATURING all your 
favorite vendors and 
instructors, the materials and 
the inspiration, glamorous style 
shows and celebrity guest 
appearances. 


Plan to JOIN US and be part 
of a cast of thousands for the 
a best sewing show in the nation. 


SHOW OPENS February 27 
and runs four days only to 
March 2 2003. 


For more information on, call: 








Washington State University 





Conferences & Professional 
Programs: 


253-445-4632, or visit us on- 
line at: 










WWwW.sewexpo.com 














Presented by: WASHINGTON STATE UNIVERSITY 
COOPERATIVE EXTENSION in PIERCE COUNTY 





WASHINGTON STATE 
UNIVERSITY 


Cooperative Extension programs and employment are available to all without discrimination. 
Evidence of noncompliance may be reported through your local Cooperative Extension office. 
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Mini Boiler with iron 


Pour in ordinary tap water 





Heats up in minutes and 
produces 40 pounds of 
steam pressure 






LATT CEE ETE 
for a truly beautiful finish 


Vacuum Board 


Professional 
strength 

ironing table 
with vacuum 


Step on pedal and 
vacuum away 
moisture from 
garment for crisp, 
professional finish 


* Optional vacuum 
sleeve buck 





PND-2500A 


EUROPEAN FINISHING EQUIPMENT CORP. 
Toll Free (888) 460-9292 ° Ph (201) 460-7397, Fax (201) 964-1404 
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Download 
Something 
Heavenly 


Add lively, celestial details to your sewing 
with machine embroidery designs 
downloaded from our Threads web site. 
Now, each month you can buy a new 
machine embroidery design guaranteed 
to shine in most popular formats. You'll 
be inspired by the beauty and versatility 
of these designs. 





Most fit in a standard image area hoop and 
are modular, so you can use them singly or 
together — the possibilities are endless! 


a» 





See for yourself. Visit our web site and 
start building your library of elegant machine 
embroidery designs today. 


= Embroidery 
= Collection 


threadsembroidery.com 
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The Taunton Press 


Inspiration for hands-on living™ 






















XQUISIT 
ART WITH 
XCEPTIONAL 
SAVINGS 






PAINT A MASTERPIECE IN THREAD 
WITH THE ELNA XQUISIT 
AND FREE SOFTWARE 


The Elna Xquisit, with its continuous bobbin technology and Xclusive 
stitches, is worthy of the highest acclaim. To complement your purchase | 
of this impressive embroidery machine, for a limited time you'll receive a 
the Elna Xpressive auto-digitizing program and the Xpressway Smart | tae P4 
Media Reader/Writer free. Combine the Elna Xquisit with the Sie e 
Xpressive software and Xpressway Reader/Writer—there’s no limit to the 


ftware package 
works of art you can create. Call (800) 848-3562 in Canada call (800) 263-2312. FREE sottware p ge, 


r a $1,899 value. 
No interest, no payments for one year with approved credit at 
IN usa.com participating Elna retailers. Offer valid through 12/31/02. 
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If you’re busy and 
have only limited 
time to sew, try 
these quick-to- 





make ideas. 
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WHEN THE GIFT 
IS THE GIFT WRAP 


by Judith Neukam 


Call these textile tetrahedrons, per- 
petual gift wraps, soft boxes, or 
what you will. The fact is, you can 
use them in myriad ways: as you 
would Christmas stockings (to bear 
small gifts year after year), as part 
of a special present (picture a tidy 
bundle enclosing precious jewels), 
or as singular gifts for which the re- 
cipients choose an end use (per- 
haps just to hold postage stamps). 

Makea large padded one for your 
cat to sleep in, or put on a handle 
and carry it like a purse. Hang one 
from the holiday tree—make it 





green and decorate it like a tree—or 
fill it with potpourri or lavender. 
Once you get the knack of sewing 
these fabric containers (large or 
small) you'll find they go together 
very quickly—with a nifty little zip- 
per trick, too. 


Draftsmanship first 

First make your pattern. This is 
based on an equilateral triangle, 
which will form each of the four 
sides of the box. I’m not listing di- 
mensions because the triangle can 
be whatever size you choose, and 
you can base its dimensions on 
other factors, such as the amount 
of fabric you have for the project, 
the size of the tassel you plan to 
use, or the scale of the pattern on 


HERE’S THE ANGLE 


Simple drafting makes 
the pattern, then just 
mark your fabric with 
the angle points and 
connect the lines to 
guide the uncompli- 
cated sewing. 
Notice you only 
use one half of 
the zipper for a 
unique U-turn 
application. 


Replace 


zipper 
pulli. 





Topstitching 


Zipper 
placement 





Fold 


ee a Se Se See sr us 


a a = 


le lS Ss Ee Se SS |S |= 





the fabric. And of course, the in- 
tended purpose of the box indi- 
cates the appropriate size. 

Draw an equilateral triangle the 
desired size (you'll need a protrac- 
tor or a 60-degree drafting trian- 
gle): To begin, draw a baseline the 
length of the triangle side on a 
piece of pattern paper. At each end, 
draw a line at a 60-degree angle to 
the baseline, extending these lines 
until they meet, as shown below. 

At each triangle point on the 
baseline, draw a perpendicular line. 
At the top point of the triangle, 
draw a line parallel to the baseline, 
through these two lines, forming 
a rectangle. Mark the baseline 
“fold” and add a %-inch seam al- 


lowance to the three other edges 


© ==- -E = se = = = == 
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Baste along 
Koo, Seamline. 





Drawings: Bob LaPointe; photos: Sloan Howard 






of the rectangle. Cut out 
the pattern. 


Cut and sew 
Fold your fabric 
and, using your 
pattern, cut out 
a rectangle. Un- 
fold the fabric and back the 

wrong side with a heavyweight 
fusible interfacing. 

Baste % inch from one long edge 
of the fabric, then turn the fabric 
right side up. Using your pattern, 
transfer the outline of the triangle 
to both halves of the fabric, see il- 
lustration at top right on p. 78. 
Fold the fabric along the triangle 
outlines, one edge at a time, and 
edgestitch from point to point. 

Prepare a nylon zipper (it should 
be at least 2 inches longer than the 
long edge of the fabric) by prying 
the metal stops off the top and bot- 
tom, opening the zipper, and re- 
moving the pull. Set aside the pull. 

Place the fabric right side up. 
Center one half of the zipper, right 
side down, on the basted edge, 
aligning the teeth with the stitches 
and the tape over the seam al- 
lowance. Sew the zipper tape to 
the fabric. (Do not stitch too close 
to the teeth—a zipper foot is not 
necessary.) Then fold the seam al- 
lowance and zipper to the wrong 
side along the basting line and top- 
stitch through all the layers. 

Referring to the illustration at the 
bottom left of p. 78, fold the fabric 
in half at the midpoint of the zip- 
per. Bring the zipper ends together 
and ease them back into the zipper 
pull. Close the zipper and make 
sure the pull sits at the fabric fold. 

Refold the fabric wrong side out. 
Sew the edges opposite the zipper 
together. Open the zipper halfway 
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so youll be able to turn the box 
right side out later. Hold each un- 
sewn edge at its midpoint and 
spread apart, refolding the fabric so 
the seam and zipper align. Sew the 
edges together and turn the box 
right side out through the zipper. 


Finishing touches 
There are many options for finish- 
ing your box. If it is large and the 
fabric is heavy, you may want to 
cut an extra backing from %4-inch- 
thick sheets of foam rubber, buck- 
ram, heavy felt, or heavier inter- 
facing. These can be 
tacked to the seam 
allowances after the 
box is made or 
sewn in during if k 
construction. If 
you want to £ y A i 


everyone on your list. Use precious, witty, or themed fabrics, 


and have fun adding trim. 


For gift-giving with flair, sew a four-sided gift wrapper for 


line the box, cut a lining the same 
shape as your pattern and sew 
it into the seam with the zipper, 
then complete the fabric box, treat- 
ing the two layers as one. Tack 
the lining at the corners to keepit 
in place. 

Lastly, decorate the zipper pull 
with tassels, ribbons, charms, 
beads, recycled jewelry, or hand- 
sewn gift tags. 
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Judith Neukam, Threads 
assistant editor, was 
inspired to make 
this project by 
Linda Lee and 
Marcy Tilton. 
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— The Threads Embroidery Collection — 


In the Spirit of the Season 


Spruce up your home... embellish gifts with elegant bows... 





dress your holiday best with designs from The Threads Embroidery 





y 


W 


Collection. Beautiful, NR versatile, and designed by artists who love 


to sew, our new bows and greenery designs are tested and tweaked to 


perfection. And because a new design is added 





they're sure to make spirits bright all year long. 





See the entire collection online... 


¥ i 3 


: Embroidery 
Collection. 





SE ti tauren rres www.threadsembroidery.com 
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Just pick up a Memory Craft 10000 and let the magic begin! 


«It’s the world’s most advanced home embroidery/sewing machine. 


* It's easy to use, and the MC10000 can even be updated for new stitches, 
new screens, and other modifications. 


«No embroidery attachment is needed. 
. It has multiple ways of transferring designs to and from your computer. 
e Built-in editing features give it (and you) unlimited design options. 


Let it sew, letit sew, letit sew! FREE Embroidery Gallery! 4 4 


You'll get 150 spools of Robison-Anton 40-weight When you purchase and 


: : : register a Janome Memory Craft 10000, we'll also give 
polyester embroidery thread on a convenient wood display rack vetlel Conis CD-HOM tonining alos t300 exclisive 


-an $800 value - embroidery designs! It’s another special way of 
F RE E with a Janome Memory Craft 10000 purchased welcoming you to the Janome family! 
October 21 through December 31, 2002! 





Because you simply love to sew. 
For the participating dealer nearest you, call 800-631-0183, ext. 774 JANOME 
or visit us online at www.janome.com. 
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Here are some of the 
best details we’ve 


come across recently. 


To tell us about the 
best details you’ve 
discovered, make a 
good sketch, and 
note where the detail 
is from. Include your 
address and phone 
number and send to 
Threads Details, 

63 S. Main St., 
Newtown, CT 
06470-5506. 








COWL 
VARIATIONS 


Vintage costume expert Heather 
Claus brings us a collection of in- 
triguing variations on the cowl. To 
help us understand how they are 
made, she begins by demonstrating 
the simple patternmaking proce- 
dures for adding a cowl to an ex- 
isting pattern. Says Heather: “The 
cowl comes in and out of fashion 
but has always provided designers 
with an easy way to add graceful 
drape to almost any garment. The 
drawings at right show how spread- 
ing a central vertical slash forms 
the basis for virtually all cowl 


shapes. Pivoting some or all the 


Inset or add-on cowl panel 


From a 1930s fashion magazine. A button toggle holds a cowl panel together 
modestly at the neck. A panel like this would be easy to set into, or add on top 
of, an existing style. It could be used as an addition to a skirt or asymmetrical 


jacket, or as a pocket. 
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PATTERN MANIPULATIONS 
FOR COWLS 


The extra material for a draped cowl shape is usually created by 


Side cowls, skirt or pants 


Align the front and back at the side 
seam hemline; then spread. 


Bodice cowl 


simply slashing and spreading an existing pattern piece. 


Sleeve cowl 


Spread. 








Pivot all/part of the bodice dart control to the neckline. Divide 


Shallow cowl 
Flip the half 
pattern on the 
center front 


line and 
duplicate it. 


Deep cowl 


Flip and duplicate 
the half pattern, 
then spread 

from the waistline. 





distance A by 2 to determine the depth of the cowl drape. 





Drawings: Karon Meyer 






a Couture rere Tac) The California Coat | Book 
D es 1 ner \ o ateroman bewonen a | Tailoring Ladies’ Jackets Only $18.95 
§ aa Step-by-Step Instructions 
F : By Mary Ellen Flury 
Weg b ig 
le! P a K Į CS- ly « \ J t ait sere ieee NEW! Pattern 
| Wholesale & Retail | by SD | simmo The California Coat $20.00 
| Large a” | Videos 
| Selections of: | f | Tailoring Men’s Suit/Sport Coat $29.95 : | 
Wools - Silks - Bridal we Tailoring Ladies’ Jackets $24.95 | | 
| A s ; carne | 
Ultrasuedes - Faux Furs \ Men’s Pants and Vest $24.95 5 
int. Marla | | Shipping 2315 B Forest Drive, PMB 50 
r | USA $2.00 (1 pattern) Annapolis, MD 2140] 
1431 W. 117" St, Cleveland, OH 44107 | $3.00 (1 book or video) 1-800-355-1137 
(216) 226-6484 | $5.00 (2 or 3 videos) FAX 410-798-1951 
Www. VirginiaMartifabrics. com | Sizes S, M, L, XL, KXL Videos available on VHS and PAL VISA and MasterCard accepted 
o "READER SERVICE NO. 16 ~ READER SERVICE NO. 22 _ 


o\stery & Indus Stry | ©) Islander Sewing 
ve Sewing Machines Q E Ae Systems 





es E = { f Portable Walking i — 
ntroductory 3 i T Foot Upholstery et | Bull Size Y E l = h 
Price f as Machine ar a Walking Foot S= i ) a ris 
$498 Mini Brute i Machine y P” 
me xem! Complete in ye oat 
Special 1/2 HP Table Pie Fo 


| Great For Any 
į ~ Stretchable Work 





Introductory 00 
Sra ' Such As Sails & $798 E 
00 Wet Suits. . oye Ie 
598” Mini Brute e nH L ER, Phone: 248-889-509] 
Zig Zag Q ] t S w | la _ Fax: 248-887-6020 
www.qualitysew.com ua l y € 1-800-431-0032 WWW v isiandersewin .com 
READER SERVICE NO. 89 READER SERVICE NO. 33 


CENTER 


e Fine Imported Fabrics 

e Heirloom Laces & Supplies 

e Silk, Ribbon 

e Sewing Embroidery Machines 
e Classes 


2349 South Oneida Street 
Green Bay, Wisconsin 54304 


1-877-805-0118 
Ph: 920-499-7003 
www.heirloomsewingf abric.com 
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Great News! 


THREADS 





is now online. 


Honey Fork Fabri rics Come visit our website and see 


Logan y 43138-9426 USA our growing line of books and videos. 
(740) 385-6072 


Phone Hours: Mon. - Sat. 10am - 6pm EST 
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www.honeyforkfabrics.com 
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bodice-front sloper dart Cowl sleeves Bias cowl with Cowl controlled with tucks 
control to the neckline From a 1932 McCall's pattern. raglan sleeves From a 1950 Vogue pattern. This 
and leaving it un- The sleeves have a large cowl at From a 1930s DuBarry pattern. cow! is initially formed with the 
the top and would be great short Aen e conl ie inserted beln on same simple spreading of the 
stitched is also a com- as well as long. Try this at the sides, j pattern as the previous example 
i , wo raglan sleeve seams and is the i 
mon way to create a of pants, skirts, or at the side , , but has been further held in place 
l i i result of rotating the darts, without i 
subtle neckline cowl. seams below the waist of a jacket. i and shaped with carefully draped 
additional spreading. This would and ati eed cks 
Always cut cowl pattern be neat at a skirt or pants front, 
pieces on the bias to between two waistline darts. 


achieve the best drape. 
Also plan a cut-on fac- 
ing that can fold to the 
inside so you won't 
have the weight and 
tightness of a seam at 
the top of the drape. In 
the drawings at right 
and on p. 82, you'll find 
a few vintage treatments 
of this classic detail.” 


N2 Fabric Labels Since 1938 le 


Woven and Printed Q N 
Stock or Custom Seong 


Size / Care / Content 


p Greal lor 
rini addi 
P In ted Weddin gs | Anniversaries 


Satin Ribbon Showers / Birthdays and more... 


For a free catalog call: 800-241-2890 
P.O. Box 43821 © Atlanta, Georgia 30336 





“WE IMPORT DIRECT” 
INCREDIBLE COLOR SELECTION 


Jacquard Crepe 36" ........ ....915.95 yd. Crepe de Chine 45" $13.95 yd. 
YaKiang Tussah 54" Heavy $19.95 yd. Crepe de Chine Prints 45" . . $16.95 yd. 
Pearl Crepe Jacquard 45" $15.95 yd. Satin Stripes 45" $18.95 yd. 
Silk Georgette Chiffon 44"/45" $ 9.95 yd. Metallic Stripe Chiffon 45" $19.95 yd. 
China Silk 45"... | $ 6.95 yd. Charmeuse 192mm 45" $17.95 yd. 
Silk Noil 35"/36" _......$6 6.95 yd. Jacquard Charmeuse 45" $18.95 yd. 
Spun 35"/36" $10.95 yd. Silk/Rayon Velvet 45" $19.95 yd. 
Taffeta 48" $19.95 yd/36" $16.95 yd. Silk Knit Jersey, Tubular $19.95 yd. 
Silk Satin 45" | $13.95 yd. 100% Wool Crepe 58" $19.95 yd. 
Palace Brocade 36" $9.95 yd./45" $12.95 yd. 100% Wool Gabardine 58" $22.95 yd. 
100% Linen 32°/36" $10.95 yd. Dupionni 48"(Hand Woven/Dyed) . . .$18.95 yd. 
Silk Peau de Soie . . .30" $15.95 yd./45"$22.95 yd. Silk Crepe, 4Ply, 45" $29.95 yd. 


54" SQ. HAND EMBROIDERED SILK SHAWLS IN BLACK OR WHITE AND MUCH MORE 
SAMPLE DEPOSIT $1 PER TYPE 
Prices Subject to Change Without Notice 


8377 BEVERLY BLVD., LOS ANGELES, CA 90048 WWW.ORIENTALSILK.COM 
(323) 651-2323 


VISITORS WELCOME 
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WWW.namemaker.com 
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Sew Vac Direct 
LOW PRICES # QUALITY MACHINES « FAST SHIPPING 
Simplicity SA 200 $109 | Singer 132 $169 
Simplicity SA 1100 $139 | Singer 4830 $179 
Simplicity SA 2200 $185 | Singer 6038 $249 
Simplicity SL390 $259 | White 1866 $129 
Simplicity SE3 $589 | White 2999 $269 
Craft Master 300 $139 | White 2000 $369 


Craft Master 4300 $179 | Euro Pro 7500 $179 
Craft Master 4400 $219 | Euro Pro 9025 $279 
CraftMaster 4500 $269 | Brother 5130 $139 
Craft Master 4700 $339 | Brother 3025 $149 
Craft Master 5000 $499 | Brother 6452 $199 
Craft Master 110 $239 | Brother PED $239 


Secure Online Ordering at www.sewvacdirect.com 
MC + VISA + Disc « Amex + Checks Acceptable 


Sew Vac Direct 
1700 George BushDr. E. #110 College Station, TX 77840 
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' Tle is the AA IA AE sohan e that’s re to tise : 5 z z= 
_ Desi ; ner s Ga ery” and works with a variety of home sewing formats: -=-= == 


> Designer’ s Gallery- Studio, the foundation of the smite, converts; color sorts and catalogs ~~ = 





- your designs. With new Hoop Works, yow can quickly split any large embroidery design and- = 

sew it in a multi-position hoop. Add: SizeWorks, ColorWorks and DensityWorks, and the: eases aoe 
——_options-are endless- Get a taste of this easy to use embroidery software (at = a= eis 
at yonr- Eig: Lock retailer ees . a rap o = 2 
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R taile ry HE 1-800-422- 2952 or ú ‘it lle Bie 
Se eee De ner's Ga ery - 
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Here’s a look at de- 
sign and some of the 
problems we recently 
posed as well as the 
results they brought. 
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THE DENIM CHALLENGE 


by Judith Neukam 





The Denim Challenge awards were presented by Threads assistant editor Judy Neukam at the PACC 


2002 conference. Here she is shown with winners Shawn Shepherd (in green), Patricia Robison 


(in charcoal), and Evelyn Bash (next to model in white). An array of finalist entries is at left. 


p In May of 2001, for the third 
| time, Threads invited the Pro- 
fessional Association of Cus- 
tom Clothiers (PACC) members 
to participate in a garment con- 














test. Our challenge this year: se- 
lect a denim fabric in any weight 

or color to make a garment or en- 
semble with a distinctive pocket. 
We requested that the design be in- 
novative, interesting, and wearable. 
Our only other instructions were 
that commercial patterns and 
original designs both could be 


used, and that if the denim were 
combined with other fabrics, it must 
make up at least 75 percent of the 
outfit. One year later, on May 5, 
2002, the winners of the juried com- 
petition were announced in Chica- 
go, as the finale to PACC’s annual 
convention fashion show. 

To select the winners, Threads ed- 
itors blind-judged the entries sub- 
mitted by the 36 PACC members 
who accepted the chal- 
lenge. We began by re- 
viewing photographs, 





swatches, and descriptions of the 
garments. From these, finalists were 
selected and asked to send their gar- 
ments to Threads, where the editors 
faced a difficult challenge of their 
own-selecting only four winners. 
Several of the finalists can be seen 
at left and more at www.threads 
magazine.com. 

When Threads asked for some- 
thing different in denim, there was 
no question that PACC members— 
who spend their professional lives 
solving dressmaking problems— 
would give us a show. We received 
jackets, coats, and pantsuits—gar- 
ments one would expect to 
see entered in a denim chal- 
lenge, but interpreted in ways 
that were not predictable. 
Completely unexpected were 

the exciting eveningwear 
and wedding dress entries. 

Turn the page to see the 

four winning garments. 


Judith Neukam is an assis- 
tant editor at Threads. 


i Mark Jor 


to: Mary Ray: too nghi pho! 
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| LSI ipods Dy) Life Take home a brand new 


acesetter ULT2003D Disney Home 


F ks Cyesiiec! Dy VOU. Collection Machine for only 
PEt ys i $166 a month. 








A storybook castle in Bavaria inspired Walt Disney to create a magical theme park. This same kind of inspiration is built into 
Brother’s new ULT2003D. The ultimate personal sewing and embroidery machine, the ULT2003D offers even more of the delightful 
Disney designs your family loves, including “Mickey & Friends” and “Winnie the Pooh & Friends”. The Brother family of sewing 
and embroidery machines makes it easy for your family to create custom keepsakes and cherished memories together. 


One Free Card.** Family sewing projects are even more fun when embroidered with colorful Disney characters. Now through 


December 31, 2002, you'll take home a FREE Disney memory card when you buy the UIT2003D Disney Home Collection Machine 
from a participating Brother Pacesetter Dealer. 


For more information, call 1-800-4-A-BROTHER or visit our Web site at www. brothersews.com. 


* Your payment of $166 per month is based upon a total transaction price of $4,995 (with no down payment} 
for 36 months at 11.95% ANNUAL PERCENTAGE RATE. Credit offer available only at participating 
Pacesetter dealers. Offer subject to change or termination without notice at Brother's sole discretion. 
See dealer for details. Credit extended by Sheffieid Financial Corp. Sheffield is not affiliated with Brother 
International Corporation. Offer may differ in Canada. 

** Offer valid at participating dealers now through December 31, 2002. Brother reserves the right 
to determine free memory card selection, based on availability. Offer may differ in Canada. 
Disney designs shown may not be actual size. 
© Disney Based on the “Winnie the Pooh” works by A.A. Milne and E.H. Shepard 
© 2002 Brother International Corporation, 100 Somerset Corporate Blvd , Bridgewater, NJ 08807-0911 
Brother Industries, Ltd, Nagoya, Japan. In Canada: 1-877-BROTHER 
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EVELYN BASH 
Clinton, Mass. 


| Most Successful 
Garment Overall 


| 


On her entry form, Evelyn told us, “My 







challenge was to create a beautiful, ele- 
gant bridal ensemble from a fabric more 
traditionally associated with work clothes. 
My goal? To have the garment make the 
statement, ‘Of course, it’s a denim bridal 
_ dress!’ rather than “Whoever heard of a 
_ denim bridal dress?” 
‘ The dress and jacket of Evelyn’s 
e three-piece ensemble is based 
on Butterick pattern 6591. 
4 The dress is a strapless 
m (with a boned inner 
bodice added for sup- 
port), ankle-length column, with a detachable swallow-tail 
train. The long-sleeved, waist-length jacket has distinctive 
breast pockets beaded with ivory pearls, clear iridescent 
sequins, and milky iridescent seed 
beads, which spill over like vines 
l and coordinate with other beaded 
embellishments on the neckline, 
cuffs, waist, back yoke, collar, and 
train panels. In a nod to classic denim 
styling, Evelyn topstitched her ensemble 
in champagne-colored Sulky thread, which she also used for 
the hand-stitched buttonholes. 


pi 
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CARYNE FINLAY-MOUNT 


Livermore, Calif. 
Best Construction 


Caryne calls her entry a “Survival Coat.” 
Its really three coats in one: a 
reversible coat with 100- 
percent cotton denim in 
black on one side and, on 
the reverse, an unusual 
(black and lavender on 
cream) leopard print. A de- 


a à 


yoke are black—lined with lavender grape. 





tachable hood and an over- 


Worn black-side out, the coat is sporty- 
looking and geared for daytime use. With 
more than six pockets, it will help you sur- 
vive an entire day of shopping—there’s no 
need to carry a pocket- 
book. This side was 
made of over 20 rectan- 
gular pieces of denim 
serged together, then it 
was topstitched. But- 
tonholes secure flaps in 





front to keep out the 
wind. The coat zips and snaps to be extra 
weather-ready. 

Remove the hood and over- 
yoke and turn the coat inside 
out to reveal the dressier 

leopard side. Inside one of 
the pockets is an orig- 
inal matching pill- 
box-style hat. 

“I made this coat 
by draping rectangular pieces and 
other shapes on a dress form, pinning, 
and sewing. I didn’tencounter any prob- 

lems making this garment, but I did 

have to curb my imagination or I would 

have gone on and on with pockets and 

design details. I have always loved to 

make reversible pieces with a casual 

style on one side and a formal flair on 
the other,” wrote Caryne. 


It's never been easy 
being a perfectionist. 





Until now. 


Introducing the new Pfaff expression'"® 


Four machines precision-engineered to take the suffering out of perfectionism. 
The expression window shows you the ideal setting for every stitch. And 


perfectionist quilters must see the flawless “hand crafted” quilting stitches created 


2034 


by the expression??? and the expression? For the dealer nearest you, 


call 1-800-99PFAFF {1-800-997-3233} or visit www.pfaffusa.com. 
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ROS PFAFF 
RY i Ə A 5 
FREE cutter’s toolbox 


with purchase of any expression'"* machine 


Toolbox includes: Havel machine embroidery scissors with 

large loop, Havel 3 1/2" double-curved scissors with large 
loop, Havel lace trimming scissors, Havel appliqué scissors 
with large loop, Havel Snip-Eze™ and Plumette 7" scissors. 


Name 

Street 

Address m i 

City Siale Zip 
Phone Email 

Model 

Purchased Model Serial # 

Dealer Authorization 


| 


Send coupon with sales receipt to: 
Pfaff Cutter’s Toolbox Offer, P.O. Box 458012, 
Westlake, OH 44145 


Offer valid Nov. 13 — Dec. 31, 2003. 
Only original coupons will be honored. No photocopies accepted. 





IN LIA | | > TRE 
To see more of the Threads/ 
(continued) PACC Denim Challenge 


A finalist’s garments, go to 
www .threadsmagazine.com. 


SHAWN SHEPHERD 
Nevada, Mo. 
covered button 














I Can’t Believe It’s closure with a lime 
Denim and the 


Audience Choice 


green single-welt 

buttonhole. 
“When I went to 

look for fabric, I 


found this great denim and all my 






“My outfit is composed of a jacket, 
bustier (McCall’s 3315) and pants, 
all made of a cotton/Lurex/poly- previous plans changed to a busti- 
ester green, pink, and orange den- er and jeans, and then I made a 
jacket to complete the look,” Shawn 
et yoke is hand-beaded to echo the told Threads. 


fabric design, and accented with “I feel my ensemble would be 


im in an oil-slick pattern. The jack- 


Swarovskirhinestones. Pink pip- suitable for a night out on the town. For 
ing around the yoke, down the the people who dare to be different, it 
sleeve, and around the entire may even work for a prom or any event re- 
perimeter of the neck and hem quiring formal dress. The Lurex content 
punctuate the silhouette. The makes the fabric very shiny, however, a 
jacket and pants are fully lined shirt could be worn with the jacket and 
with lime green polyester shan- pants, and then the outfit would be less 
tung. There are two double-welt formal. I really enjoyed designing and 


\” 


pockets in the jacket front anda making the ensemble 





PATRICIA ROBISON 
Bellingham, Wash. 


Most Successful Pocket 


Patricia’s strapless evening gown (Vogue Shawl with Sleeves,” by Debra Blum and 
2481), made of glazed cotton/Lycra Moises Diaz) is a sheer rayon metallic 
denim, is shaped by draped | fabric with a denim band and 
pleats and has hand beading = hand-beaded embellishment. 
around the top edge and side 4 | | After the award presenta- 
slit. Patricia won our acco- tion, Patricia said, “I love 
lades in the unusual pocket these challenges because 
challenge by taking an un- they make me try new 
derstated approach—her in- approaches that I usu- 
visible credit card pocket is ally don’t make time 
cleverly hidden in the lowest to explore. I always 
front drape. The wrap (which end up learning some- 
was inspired by Threads thing and sewing 


No. 85, p. 66 “An Elegant something better.” 
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Here are a few of the 29 people dedicated to making sure that "Best" 
Customers not only get quality products at a great price, but also have 
the support that they need and deserve to use the products correctly! 


The “Best” Educational Dept. 


Customers love to shop at Best, 
knowing they will get educational 
support from a group of the most 

knowledgeable and professional 

teachers in the industry. And they 
know those teachers are only a 
phone call away 6 days a week! 


SHOP BEST SEWING FOR 
THE “BEST” PRICES 


bo tin Poe rit È 
UNDEROULY 
= 4 US IFS 
ISINE. 


AND “BEST” CUSTOMERS GET: 


The “BEST” Products & Supplies 
The “BEST” Education Support 
The “BEST” Service Support 


7 
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Carolyn, Jude, Martha, Jayne, 
Bonnie, Jan, Becky, Sue 











Perfect For 
Clubs or aon 
Parties | . other’s = TASTE OF 
Š compact size : } 
=. computerized pre pomy. e e, R DISNEY CARD 
sewing ¥ 2 n I 
a machine with = “a t 3 © FR EE! 
it -A 
quilting ¥ With Purchase 
Was €1,500 stitches and A bie! Of Machine! 
embroidery > : in P E 
Just I9 = a =| While They Last! 


Brand New Full Several Brands To Choose 


BRAND NEW EMBROIDERY 





Size Sewing From Including Singer, CARDS, FLOPPIES & CDS 
Machines Brother, Pro-sew And Others ’ se 
Starting pa van ~ - For All Brands of Machines! 
As Low As = ON SALE NOW! 
S =i Starting As Low As 
Compare we - Was "129" 
at *250 - §500 BRAND NEW CARDS JUST REDUCED! 


(EMBROIDERY THREAD 


In 1100 Yd spools that are a9 | | 


ellageo. Protect your machines’ 


usable on all SD. embroidery unilt with this deluxe 





BRAND NEW MACHINES WITH FACTORY WARRANTY! 


Embroidery - Arm Case 


| Protective hard case! For the ULT and 


The "Best Sew” 
Mail Order Department! 


Cpo A 


= 


Best Sewing has become a 
nationally recognized name 
largely because of our mail order 
department. Many customers 
call our mail order department on 
a daily basis when looking for a 
“hard to find” item, bargain price, 
or just friendly advice. They 
continue to purchase from Best 
Sewing not only because of our 
discount prices but because of 
our extremely fast service. 






Nancy, Kari, Sheila, Diane, 
Leslie, Andrea, Linda 


PE-150V 
Brother’s personal 
Embroidery machine. 
Very user friendly. 
Built-in designs and 
monogram fonts. 
Compatible with huge 
selection of cards 


Was 1,000 


zus: "499 a 


d ; 
F F ' J J 

E f = m ‘ 
| m F l m 


Brand New Several Brands To Choose 


Full Size From Including Singer, 
Sergers none Pro-sew And TT 
Starting N 
$d Low As - M 
1 48 oi af am 
Compare at °400 a 


OTT LIGHTS 
33% OFF 


10 spools for hardshell carrying/storage case. This 
$ case has a secure place for all your OTHER 
Just °20.00 hoops, grids, stabilizer and enough * TRUE COLOR LIGHTS 
Ahe 5 Gift sets of thread by: thread to take to class! e, | l 
í j 339, and others $ 9 While | Starting As Low As 
/ 33° wes Just 29” 7|- -+ 849,95 
| — 3 o $700 Last! u 


Firs 2S 


SEWING FURNITURE BY HORN OF AMERICA 


we eT 


CRAFT AND CUTTING TABLE 


Quilt Club by BROTHER | 


¢ A Portable, Commercial 
Machine 

| ¢ Built-in Pin Feed 

System Assures 

| Fabrics Feed Evenly 
¢ Auto Thread Cutter 

e Auto Needle Threader 

¢ Needle Up Or Down 














e Knee Lift ere (E, 
JUST K A Was ‘1499 
198 * JusT °749 





READER SERVICENO.50 


SAVE OVER 50% ON HUGE SELECTION OF REGAL \(_ 


JANOME EMBROIDERY 
MACHINE 


4 Machines 
In One. 
Sewing, Quilting, 
Serging And 
Professional 
Embroidery! 


J| Was *3,800 Just “4 5299) 








È sovs | 
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MONTEREY MILLS 


Fabrics and stuffing can be used 
for crafts, stuffed animals, toys, 
costumes and more. 


Minimum order - $100 © Orders usually 


shipped within 48 hours 


Send for free information or Send $5.00 
for sample swatches 


1725 E. Delavan Dr., Janesville, WI 53545 
Ph: 1-800-432-9959 or 1-608-754-2866 
ext. 402 or 403 


READER SERVICE NO. 228 


~ ALLSEWING.COM 


“WE KNOW SEW” 
SIMPLICITY SA 1600 $199 WHITE 299SLCD $299 
! RB-5 $1399 SIMPLICITY S02 $89 

$694 SIMPLICITY S210 $149 
$899 KENQUILT622 $1399 
SIMPLICITYSL390 $229 


1222 7" Ave. Glenmora La., U.S.A. 71433 
Toll Free1-877 - Allsewing(255-7394) 
Fax:318-748-8862 
EMAIL: info@allsewing.com 
ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS, 
CHECKS & MONEY ORDERS ACCEPTED. 


READER SERVICE NO. 67 





Seattle Fabrics 


The bestin Outdoor, Recreational 
and Marine fabrics. 


All of the hardware, zippers, patterns and notions 
along with one of the largest outdoor fabric, including 
outdoor furniture fabric, and color selections available. 
Check out our website for monthly specials at: 


www.seattlefabrics.com 
Our 88 page catalog is packed with information, 
pictures and great deals!! 
Send $3.00 (refundable) or free with purchase. 


8702 Aurora Ave. N. Seattle WA 98103 
Ph. 206-525-0670 Fax 206-525-0779 
e-mail seattlefabrics@msn.com 
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SEWINGSUPPLYWAREHOUSE.COM 


SAVE 25-70% OFF RETAIL ON ALL YOUR SEWING SUPPLIES ! 
| SINGER 14SH654 Serger 
3/4 Thread Overlock 

Differential Feed 
Electronic Foot Control 


AMAZING BOX 
Down load free patterns 
from the internet to a 
blank card used in your 
embroidery machine. 
Can be used on all home 
embroidery Machines 
Special Price $209.99 


ALL PRICES SUBJECT TO CHANGE 





Built in Rolled Hem 


Free Arm Sewing 

Slant Needle Bar 

Regular Price $399.99 
Sale Price $269.99 





Specials for Stores, Artists, 
Dressmakers 


ASSORTED SAMPLE SET is available 
for $40 plus shipping 


Join our SILK FABRIC CLUB - $20 annually 


SILKS 
Velvets ts 


Chiffons 


Satins 





Prints 
and Much More 


Jhai Silks! 


252(T) State Street • Los Altos, CA 94022 
(800) 722-SILK • (800) 221-SILK in Calif. 
Tel: (650) 948-8611 ° Fax: (650) 948-3426 


email: thaisilk@ pacbell.net 
web site: www.thaisilks.com 


Our Low Prices Will Surprise You! 
Free Brochure Call Toll Free 


READER SERVICE NO. 230 


Fabulous! New! Mailorder Catalog - Retail Only 


300 plus pages * Fabrics - cottons, silks, linens, & 


more Threads * Elegant trims & ribbons * 29 pattern 


lines * Books & magazines 
It’s more than a catalogue, It’s an education. 


Full Catalog - $15.00 For Dolls Only - $10.00 
Add $5 for priority mail 


Create something wonderful from Someplace 
Wonderful-- Doll costumes, career fashions, 
Christening gowns, and more! 


Kiyo Design Inc. 


11 Annapolis St. - Annapolis, MD 21401 
410-280-1942 Fax: 410-280-2793 
Walk in retail hours Sat 10 am- 4 pm Only 
Credit Cards: MC VISA AMEX 


www.kiyoinc.com/fabric.html 
email:kiyosew@AT TGlobal.net 


READER SERVICE NO. 21 


BROTHER PE180D 
Embroidery Machine 
Sew Mickey and his 
friends for your family 
and friends!!! 
60 built in patterns 
40 Disney patterns 
3 built in fonts 
Special Price $529.00 


READER SERVICE NO. 177 
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FROM THE TAUNTON PRESS 


Free book and 
video Catalog! 


Taunton's exciting new book 


and video catalog is loaded 


with rich, informative titles 
on gardening, woodworking, 
sewing, and home building. 


And best of all, it’s free! 


To request your FREE catalog 
call 1-800-888-8286, 
operator W935. 


Visit our web site at 
www.taunton.com 


P Taunton Direct, inc., 63 S. Main Street, 
P.O. Box 5507, Newtown, CT 06470-5507 





Introducing the new Singer QuantumLock®, 
the machine that helps you take the next 
step in sewing. This five-thread overlock with 
cover stitch sews perfect, finished seams 
and cuts away excess fabric in just one step. 
You can also create a variety of decorative 
finishes — including chainstitch, double and 


For a limited time, you'll also get six optional 
presser feet. Great for beading, cording, 
shirring and more, they'll extend your 
creative capabilities even further. And they're 
your gift with the purchase of a new 
QuantumLock® — the machine that keeps your 
sewing one step ahead of your imagination. 


For more information, call 1-800-4SINGER 


triple cover stitch and rolled hem. All this plus 
or visit www.singershop.com. 


Singer's incredible 25-year limited warranty. 


SINGER 


WHERE INNOVATION MEETS IMAGINATION.™ 
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An American Tradition “ A 
For Over 150 Years. 


Singer® is a registered trademark of the Singer Company Limited. 
READER SERVICE NO. 23 


zA De you liho to sow? Wikant-emb 


E Jhen you'll love... 


making new sewing friends, learning new sewing 
skills, finding new sewing inspiration 








sewing meetings and classes throughout the year in 


_ over 100 U.S. cities Novice or Pro, The Ultimate Box and Card 
annual sewing conference with exhibits, demos, embroidery design transfer system is easy. 
fashion shows, seminars, workshops, tours Get design from any source. Edit or 
manufacturer and retailer discounts on sewing create with any software you choose 

ducts and publicati Po re 
a ee Limited 44 Transfer designs onto The Ultimate 
Notions newsletter with all the latest sewing J Card to 450.000 stiches 
product and industry information Time Off all arap fo po ). 
l l Free S&H fororders Place the card into your 
community service programs that spr ead the good placed within 30 days embroidery machine and 
sewing word through good sewing deeds Hav py Samvitta! 


The Uitimate Box and The Ultimate Card 
are about Freedom. 

Freedom to choose which software to use, 

how many designs to transfer to the card 

and how large those designs will be. 


a C\ | 


St... for the Love of Sewing 
DA Works with Brother, Baby Lock, Bernina Deco, Simplicity 
and Viking/Husqvarna machines, 


512KB Blank Card is The Ultimate solution for 
Pfaff users. 


Join today! www.asg.org 
OR CALL TOLL FREE 


FOR MEMBERSHIP INFORMATION 


877-1 CAN SEW (422-6739) DEPT.TH 


Ask your dealer 
or call 888-760-8554 


es WWW.Vikant-emb.com 
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| AMERICAN SEWING GUILD = 94660 HILLCROFT « SUITE 516 -+ HOUSTON TX 77096 





Keep your Threads back issues 
looking brand new. 


Computer fun.. 


Garment Designer | | 
- for pattern design : 







` easy to use 
-~ click/drag pattern lines 
= men/women(/children 


Stitch Painter 
- for gridded crafts 


Jh face 


CRISWELL 
EMBROIDERY 
G DESIGN 


P O Box 688, Benton, AR 72018 


800 308 5442 
http://www.k-lace.com 


READER SERVICE NO. 74 
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bringing history back to life UNUL. grannd. COM. 










‘Windows «Macintosh starting at $85.00 


‘Cochenille Design Studio 

P.O. Box 234276 -T 

Encinitas, CA 92023-4276 

(858) 259-1698 www.cochenille.com 
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Store your treasured copies of Threads in 
slipcases for easy reference again and again! 
Bound in dark green and embossed in 
gold, each case holds more than a year’s 
worth of Threads. Only $8.95 ($24.95 for 3, 


$49.95 for 6). 
Add $1.50 per casefor P&H. Outsidethe U.S., add $3.50 each 
(U.S. funds only). CT residents add 6% sales tax. 


Books & Cards - Buckles, Buttons & Clasps - Boning, Busks & Hoop Steel 
Coutil, Cording & Reeds - Eyelets, Grommets & Other Findings - Kits 

Millinery Supplies- Historic Costume Patterns - Preservation Supplies 
Replica Jewelry & Gifts - Sewing Notions - Tools - Upholstery Supplies 


To place an order using your credit card, 
call 1-800-888-8286 or send your 
order and payment to: Taunton Direct, Inc., 
P.O. Box 5507, Newtown, CT 06470-5507 


Wholesale and Retail 
PHONE: 1-732-390-0506 FAX:732-390-1694 









EMAIL: info@grannd.com 
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Marketplace 


619 W. Washington St. 
Norristown, PA 19401 


|-610-277-4500 
www.thetextileworkshop.com 














Kyoto Kimono 





(541) 520-2104 or visit us at 
www.kyotokimono.com 


Homespun’s 10 ft WIDE pacu 


Cotton Fabrics for.. 
® Seamless Draperies 
® Slipcovers, Walls 
® Beds, Tablecloths + 


$2 Planning Kit with samples! 


Or MCN Toll FREE 1-888-543-2998 


VA A! OC IL D 'DTOTes Ssi ionals.c rg 


P Ac— 
PROFES SONAL =i ee 


of 
( usfom IC loghis 
For mer yle snip info or ree referal call 
'212)7 714 6673 or write 


PACC, Depi T, 494 Bih Avenue, Suite 802, NY, NY 10001 - 180 


fle 
Patternz 


www.polarpatternz.com 
ws © dressforms & 
MY TWI pantsforms 


Achieve the perfect fit with a form that duplicates 
your body and posture, is sturdy & pinnable 


fleece 
















Custom-Made or Make-Your-Own 
Kits & Videos * Seminars & Workshops 
(‘03 events in: FL-MD-KY-OH-CO-based in CA) 


www.mytwindressforms.com * 1-866-4MYTWIN 





Proudly Offering the Friendliest Staff 
MACHINE SALES-CLASSES 
BOOKS $ NOTIONS $ EMBROIDERY 
[Most items may be mail-ordered] 


LODER’S SEWING CENTER 
WILMINGTON - DELAWARE 
302-478-1445 


WWW.LODERS4SEWING.COM 
AWARD-WINNING 
HUSQVARNA VIKING DEALER 


“You will ¥ our service!” 













See ad index on pages 104-105 for reader service numbers. 


} Small | or laryo Orders Welcome 
d ewe Prices * 7-Day Manufacturing 


FREE Introduction Package 
T 1-800-944-4696 


includes Samples & Order Forms for Custom Name 
Labels, Clothing 1.D. Labels and Care/Content & Sizes 
www.generallabel.com 
General Label MigePO Box 640371¢Miami, FL 33164¢Fax 305-949-2662 













Great Copy Patterns Presents: 
#2035 Cascade Mountain 
Pullover 





$9.00 ppd, 
mention this ad 
Great Copy 
Stretch and Sew 
4901 Washington Ave 
L Racine, WI 53406 
262-632-2660 
www greatcopy.com 


Hand-made Asian Buttons 


' Call/Fax: 206.337.1926  info@pillowrepublic.com 
www.pillowrepublic.com Retail/Wholesale 


Trish Waxed Linen Thread 
4 ply - 34 colors - also 2,3,7,& 12 ply 
Waxed Linen Necklace Kits & Patterns 


Beading Wire, Mizuhiki, & Embellishment Cords 
Basketweaving Supplies 


| Royalwood Ltd. 
517-Th Woodville Rd. 
Mansfield, Oh. 44907 


$2.00 
7 800-526-1630 
=>, Fax: 888-526-1618 
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Quiltware.com 
Patterns Embellishments 


Use code 19 for 5% discount 
on our website shopping cart 


Premiere Event 
Crafted to ji 
STICK Ne WHE S 


He l È NEU li 
Fabsics, Fibres, Notions, Patterns, 
Kits, Equipment, Software, Tips, 

Tricks & Techniques for... 

Sew ng, Knitting, Qu Iting, 

Embroidery, Crafting & More 


INTERNATIONAL CENTRE 
Hall 1 & 2, Toronto, ON Canada 
_ APRIL 25-26-27, 2003 


. Information- Packed Lectures by World-Class Instructors 
e How-to Demos ¢ Fabulous Fashion Shows ¢ Exhibits 
e Extra-ordinary Shopping ° Sewww Much More! 


_ or 3-Day VIP | Pass 


et Wwe Dstt. om ` 





All-inclusive Daily Pass: 
=% 1-800-291-2030 


www.trimsplus.com 


Huge selection of decorator tassels, cording, fringe, 
beaded trims, fabrics and more. Secure ordering online. 
Use coupon code “threads” and receive $15.00 off your 
first order of $100.00 or more when ordering online 
at www.trimsplus.com, Coupon valid thru 12/31/02. 


No minimums, wholesale and retail welcome! 
Color catalog available for $5.00 refunded on first 
order. Resale information required for wholesale catalog. 


Please send payment to: 


Trims Plus, PO, Box 57683, Sherman Oaks, CA 91413 


www.trimsplus.com 
woo'sn|dswiy MMM 


Toll free: 8 


Fax: Ali Email: ni 


Phone: BF 7/6 


www.trimsplus.com 


Full-line Quilt Shop 
“Valdani Thread” 
Vicksburg, MS 

| 1-877-634-1462 
wwwsstitch-n-frame.net 


Fashion Fabrics 
Over 4,000 Types Of Buttons 
Wide Variety Of Classes 
Swiss Embroidery 
Natural Fibers 


lige PI: ol Mall, 99 S. Elliott Road 
ee chia J Hill, NC 27514 
919-942-9661 


LOTS OF BUTTONS 
1000'S TO CHOOSE FROM 
RETAIL ONLY 


www.lotsabuttons.com 


JUST FOR THE HEX OF 17| 





the newest design set from 


www.bullarddesigns.com 
Original Embroidery Designs & The Finest 
| Sewing Patterns for the Discriminating Sewer 


create CUSTO IM) window & bed treatments with 


Minutes Matter's simple, step-by-step instructions! 





MINUTESa/ler 
1-800-343-0616 « www.minutesmatter.com 
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2417C Lawndale Drive, Greensboro, N.C. 27408 
Not your everyday Quilt Shop 
Over 8000 bolts of designer cottons 


Friendly, knowledgeable staff 
Classes for all Levels 


Phone 336-545-5558 
Fax 336-545-5805 


Mon.-Sat. 10-6 Sun. l-6 
www.randysquiltshop.com 


Fine & interesting fabrics, patterns, sewing supplies. 
Madison, Wisconsin 
608 294-7436 www.gayfeatherfabrics.com 








Sewing Prose 
800-729-7182 Wyoming 


Free Catalog at 
www.KidsLearnToSew.com 


Ages 7 and Up 
Learn Faster - - Sew Better 


Cyuthias Fine Fabrics 
954-724-2900 
8126 N. University Dr., Tamarac, FL 33321 
www.cynthiasfinefabrics.com 


Free Catalog 


4% Historical Clothing | 
Patterns and Books 
19" Century 
Medieval Scottish 


Smoke and Fire Co. 


P. O. Box 166 
Grand Rapids, OH 43522 
800-766-5334 Wwww.smoke-fire.com | 
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| Fine Sewing Furniture 


See ad index on pages 104-105 for reader service numbers. 


Includes Five Tops $17 + $2 S&H 
Bust Size 30”- 48” { Check or MO, Visa/MC 


BROWN PAPER PATTERNS. 


wy y 


an tiL i — Se 


TOP PACKAGE ONE 
5051 Proctor Ave., Oakland, CA 94618 
1 800 575 9256 www.brownpaperpatterns.com 


HOME MACHINE EMBROIDERY SUPPLIES 


Thread - Backing - Starter Kits - Blank Garments & More 


DISCOUNT PRICES NO MINIMUMS 


Designs Unlimited Embroidery & Supply 
Toll Free: 1-877-610-4050 
www.du-em.com 





Purrfection ARTISTIC WEARABLES 


Casual comfort, exciting design! gr ‘ 


#1024 MOSAIC 


XS -5XL $15.00 ppd 


128 page! - Catalog $2 
free with order! 
12323 99th AVE NE 
Arlington WA 98223 
1-800-691-4293 


www.purrfection.com 





fabricdotcom 


Great Fabric 


Great Service 


Weekly Specials = Bargains Galore 
Secure Internet Shopping 





www.fabricdotcom.com 


www.robertsmfg.com 
1-800-658-8795 USA & CANADA 








SewkeysE Retreat 


Emma Seabrooke, CSI, certified Palmer / Pletsch Fit and Pant 
instructor is offering classes and 3 to 5 day retreats in the 
Beautiful Florida Keys. Call/ernail for 2003 dass and retreat 
schedule. Classes run often and cover fit, pant fit, knits, and 
other specialty techniques. 


For info, call 305-664-3319 or e-mail to SewkeysE@ msn.com 
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AG FABRIC 


bet 1 


i ae 
Natural Fibers for Clothing & Quilting 
unique accessories & notions * classes & workshops 
Swiss BERNINA sewing machines 


Monday - Saturday 9:30-5:30 / Sun, 12-5 


112 Penhallow Street, Portsmouth, NH 
6-6343 * www.portsmouthfabric.com 





Unique Fabrics by Mail Visa/MC/ Discover 
Hoffman Bali Handpaints Cotton & Rayon Batiks 
Princess Mirah Batiks Great Service 
indonesian Batiks Best Selection 
$5/set batik swatches or $20 swatch subscription 

Come visit us at our new location 


800-228-4573 Fax 276-228-9597 


460 East Main Street, Wytheville, VA 24382 








Adhesives, Blocks, Books, Foundations 
Notions, Display and Storage 
Petersham Ribbon (Millinery Belting) 


La Juditi M 


‘jue, 104 S. Detroit St» LaGrange, IN USA 46761-1806 
Es toll free 877-499-4407 
www.judithm.com e-mail: judithm@judithm.com 


A 


Slipcases for your Threads back issues. 





Storemore than a year’s worth of copies in dark green 


cases embossed in gold. Only $8.95 each plus postage 
and handling. Quantity discount available. 


Toorder, call 1-800-888-8286. Taunton Direct, Inc., 
P.O. Box 5507, Newtown, CT 06470-5507 





Knitting 


Machine? 


www.silverreed.com 
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Marketplace 


OTT-LITE LAMPS 
TRUE COLOR 
DISCOUNT PRICES !!! 


www.lumenlight.com 
800-742-4289 





FABRIC SHOPPE 
Fine Fashion Fabrics 


on line 
netsew.com 


Babylock - Singer - Pfaff - Elna 
561-368-8082 Boca Raton, FL 










Machine Embroidery Supplies 


Largest On-Line Selection! 
linens * handkerchiefs * thread * towels * baby 
Amazing Designs * Cactus Punch * EmbroideryArts 
www.EmbroiderThis.com 
Free Embroidery Design Downloads! 







Poli Fabrics 


Over 50 Years Experience 
A Dazzling Selection Of Top 
Designer & Finest European Fabrics 
* Wool 
' Lace 
* Cotton 


* Velvet 
‘ Theatrical 
" Linen 


* Brocade 
* Silk 
* Novelties 
* Evening Wear * Major Credit Cards 
Wholesale/Retail 
227 W 40th St. Tel: 212-768-4555 
New York, NY 10018 Fax: 212-768-7118 








LOGAN KITS 
28 Page Catalog $1.50 
Fabrics, Patterns, Lingerie Kits, and lots more! 
www.logankits.com 
| 686 Co Rd 3053 Double Springs, AL 35553 

| 205-486-7732 







Go online for product 


information 





Find our advertisers’ web sites 
quickly and easily on 
our online Advertiser Index at 


threadsmagazine.com 


THREADS 


See ad index on pages 104-105 for reader service numbers. 


SNAPS 


The Original and Only Complete Source 
The largest selection of snap 
styles and colors for Shirts, 


Jeans, Jackets, Sportswear, Infants 
Wear & Leather. Free Catalog. 


The Bee Lee Company 


P.O. Box 36108 -TH 
Dallas, Texas 75235 -1108 Ħ 1-800-527-5271 


ow) Bonding Agent 007 


*\ No Sew ' Fabric Repair ' Applique 















to order: write ° call « e-mail 


POBox 1797 Auburn WA 98071 
1-800-527-8811 
www.bonash.com 











Flat Sretening for the Fashion Industry $22 
Workbook & Step-by-step instructions, 
Self-instruction or reference. 


Applied Flat Sketching... $26 
Detailed sketches, front & back croquis. 
How to create a portfolio presentation. 







Both books: Novice to professional; sketch, trace, 
scan & combine images; draw garments on figures. 


Send check or money order with $3 each s&h to: 
(U.S. dollars only) 
DA’MAX www.da-max.com 
P.O. Box 50575, Dept. B, Los Angeles CA 90050 
Fax: 323-255-5510 Wholesale inquiries welcome 











North Jersey’s largest fabric/quilt shop. 
BERNINA” Ẹ] SEWING MACHINE 
Fabrics-Yarn-Machine Embroidery 


Located 25 minutes from New York City 


between Rts. 287 & 80-just off Rt. 23. 
Acme Country Fabrics 

24-26 Newark Pompton Turnpike, Pequannock, N.}. 07440 

973-696-1784 www.acmecountryfabrics.com 








The Classics 


BY C i CE LIA PODOLAK 
NEW / Bank edb (osuak deet #104 


+ Loose Fitting, Dropped Shoulder Jacket aih 
* Rofl or Mandarin Collar } 

* Two-Piece Sleeve with Cuff 

* Optional Partial Lining > 
* Misses Sizes XS-XXL (33 (/2"~-47 1/2” Aust) 


SEMI FITTED JACKETS & SKIRTS arab bulla gee 
$20 US + $3.00 S&H - $28 CAN Wt: Wy PETT 
CHECK - MONEY ORDER - VISA- STERCARD en 
MATERIAL THINGS: Phone/Fax (604) 4 
| 60-101 Parkside Drive, Port Moody B.C. 


F 





4W6 Canada 


mE COUTURE SEWING SCHOOL Ymr = 
vA 
caer Khas e- 


Seminars (Baltimore, San Diego, 
San Francisco, Paris) * Books 
Box 51/Long Green, Maryland 21092 


(410) 592-5711 ° Fax (410) 592-6913 
E-mail: SKhalje@aol.com * Website: SusanKhaljecom 








= 3D Flowers 
TERS for Quilts 
Zand Clothing 


P.O, Box 457-T, Cortiand, OH 44410 
Call toll free: 800-484-7944 code 7673 
www.quiltersfancy.com 








Embellish Your Sewing !! 
with Easy to Use Iron-Ons 


Fe EE LE LE ZE LE TE ee EERE EE SE EEEE ee ZE ZE LE EE ZE EE ZELE EE AA 


Huge selection of: 





@ Swarovski Crystals - over 40 colors! 
& 3mm & 4mm Pearls - 7 colors! 

@ 40+ different Nailheads - 16 colors! 
@ Metallic & Crystal Motifs - 500+ 


Kandi Corp 


www.|-ANDI.COM Wholesale Accounts 
1 -800-985-2634 Welcome 


Baa i a d ENE ES EENET EEEE 
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OUTERWEAR & ACTIVEWEAR 
fabrics, patterns & notions 


website: WwWW.peakfabrics.com 
email: customerservice@peakfabrics.com 


55 CALLING Horse, RR#20, 
CALGARY ALBERTA T3Z 1H4 


| ph: (403) 247-3390 


fax: (403) 247-2560 


www.digitapedes ig ns.com 


Year End inventory Clear-Out! 00 
8394 DESIGNS ON | CD for on 250. s 


CROANS 
(416) 297.6019 | 


MA CHIN E 





DESIGNS 
LTE 











CIMMEL ‘Fasrics 


Canadian Source for Quality Knits, Dress Fabrics, Yukon Fleece, Berbers | 
Patterns from Loes Hinse, Petite Plus, Paw Prints & more | 
$15 for annual subscription to newsletter and swatches 


http: / Jwww.timmelfabrics.com 
1-877-825-9048 





FLEECEBYMA\L COM 


COMPETITIVE PRICES 
« GENEROUS CUTS 

+ QUANTITY DISCOUNTS 
« BLOCK SETS FOR 
CRAFTS AND QUILTS 







"srr US ONLINE OR ca) 
877-292-8509 
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O Exquisite Fabrics 


Woolens, Silks, Rayons, 
& Cottons. From Sequins, 
Brocades, to Swiss Cottons. 
We have it here! 
For Your Specialty Projects. 


Personal Swatching Service $3 


9701 SE McLoughlin 
Milwaukie, OR 97222 
(503)786-1234 

Fax 503- 786-2022 


Special Request 
Welcome 


Since 1918 


ttis 


fio baer dipi o Geis i AEA, 








OER Create More, Spent l 
Gi: > AAR 


| * Over 40,000 sewing & craft supplies 
FOR LESS 





æ Wholesale prices & quantities 
æ with NO minimum order 


| www.CreateForLess.com 


Yoko Hı 


www. yokodana. com 


























Bulk Vintage Kimonos 
Japanese Fabrics 


Lots, Deadstock, Rolls 
By Yard Vintage 


TEL: (610) 987-9720 FAX: (610) 987-9718 
E-MAIL: YOKODANA@THEMAIL.COM 
LOCATIONS IN JAPAN & USA 
SHIP FROM EAST COAST USA 


AlreadPRO ~ 


Finest Belgian Linens 
For Home and Church 
Widths to 120” 


www.threadpro.com 
Questions? 903-887-2322 












ab 
lee 


Looks Like and Feels Like 
A Real Basketball 


aa 00 
OFFER EXPIRES 


— DEC 15, 2002 Sf 1’ / yd 


www. | stimpressionsdesigns.com 


1-800-423-0078 
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= ACADEMY of FASHION DESIGN | 
a Study at Home 
CERTIFICATE of PATTERN DRAFTING 


1-877-978-9088 
Toll Free 


=e 
a 
—/ 
~~ 


www.aofdesign.com 
CANADA 


V5 eautiful Fabrics 
All the Sime 
Dn the Mail or Online 


www.sewingstudio.com 


1-800-688-9324 





Pe 716-992-4364 frail ering alee 


Impressions ~Palmer/Pletsch Classes 


by Carolynn 


8566 N. Main St. 
Eden, NY 14057 


PFAFF 


Sales & Service 


Local & Visiting Students 
Study Pattern Fit 


Fashion & Quilt Fabrics 
Available for Shipping 


http://best4you.buffnet.net/ 





P ate þ wort 


> Mountain 


Great selection of fabrics! 


Fat Quarter Bundles 
Patterns & Books 
Gifts, Notions, & More! 


www.patchworkmountain.com 







RRR y 50 Hazelton Lane 

r iana malian + 

\ The Academy of aa : RR#1, Box#l 
ee ea 

ene Se wing & Desig EIl North Bay, Ontario 






Owned by Ki ithryn Brenne 
C Canada P1B 8G2 


705.494.8529 





All Wrapped Up: 
913.50°P¢ 
Sizes 8-28 


Visa MC Discover tj 


Wildly Wonderful 
Wearables 

PO Box 495637 

Garland, TX 75049 

Call Toll Free: 877-884-2787 

Or Visit: www.wwwearables.com 









IIE PORARYK om 


SILKS FROM HONG KONG 
Angus International 


has been airmailing swatches of bargain silk 
dupionis, crepes, velvets, etc., worldwide from 


HONG KONG for the past 25 years. 
Ideal for weddings, dresses, furnishings, etc. 
Type in ‘Angus Silks Hong Kong’ on 
Google or Yahoo for details! 


Petite Plus 
Patterns 


Order Toll Free: 
1-877-909-8668 





| Send 37 for 


| refundatve 
brochure! 





Petite Plus 
Patterns 
S Boy PO Bian pe us) 
Bur 3b y, Bc pattie olus) 
VE AT 
www.petitepluspatterns.com 


Portes! Fat p 


WWW. BATIK WORLD iic | 
Casual Elegance 
Authentic 
MALAYSIAN BATIK™ 


Phone: 225/755-7466 © Fax: 225/755-7464 





QUALITY 
DECORATIVE 


FABRICS 


HIGH FASHION COLORS, 
PATTERNS, COORDINATES, 
DRAPERY, UPHOLSTERY, 
TRIMMINGS, ACCESSORIES 


InnovativeFabricsUSA.com 








Specializing in: + Unique geometric, abstract 
and atomic/retro designs in new 
and vintage cotton, linen and barkcloth 
+ Fabrics for quilts, 
wearable art and home sewing adventures 
+ Marimekko remnants at discount prices 
+ Quilt Artist, Sonja Tugend’s hand-dyed fabrics 
+ Art cloth by Jane Dunnewold and 
Rose Corrick Erbach 


www.contemporarycloth.com 
Toll Free: 1-866-415-3372 


Secure Server Accepts: VISA, MASTERCARD, AMX, DISCOVER 





Your best source for Ultrasuede® 
Ultraleather® Animal Prints 
By the Yard or Specialty Cut Piece 


Ultra Qyle Designs 


Secure On-line Ordering 


Visit our new website www.ultrastyledesigns.com 
Order by phone toll free 1-866-733-8949 





813 Moffat Ct. Castle Rock CO 80104 


Marketplace 


HAND MADE BOILED WOOL 


Worsted and Fine Merino 
e Finest Quality * Soft Supple Texture 
50 Luscious Colors & Heathers w/matching trim 

($5 refund on first fabric order) 
$10 for fabric swatches to: 

Karen’s Kreations 

6542 125th Ave. S.E. 

Bellevue, WA 98006 
(425) 643-9809 


karenskreations @earthlink.net 


Woven Labels 


Exclusive Stock Designs Personalized Just For You 
Your Name ls Woven NOT Printed 
Quantities From 36 Labels 
A Wide Selection of Background and Lettering Colors 
Enhance Your Garments or Crafts 

With Your Own High Quality 


Woven Label 


Also available....Personalized Woven Ribbon 


Personalized Luggage Straps * Woven Name Tags 
Printed Name ags * Woven Custom Labels 
For a Full information Pack Plus Samples contact 
ABLE LABELS of Sarasota 
PMB 116, 4025 Cattlemen Road, Sarasota, Fl 34233 
Tel: 941-921-3293 Fax: 941-926-7896 
wovelab@ comcast.net www.nationalweavingusa.com 


EARTH GUILD 


Tools, Materials & Books for Handcrafts 
33 Haywood Street * dept TH 
Asheville NC 28801 
1-800-327-8448 

e-mail: inform@earthguild.com 

web site: www.earthguild.com 

mail order catalog: $4 


| Serving your bra-making & i #540 $1045 
lingerie needs! Fabrics, |, Sizes 3240A-C | 
i Patterns, Hardware, etc. , 


Y = Catalog $2.00 
‚Y Swatches $2.00 


www.elanpatterns.com 


1-888-SEW-ELAN or 1-619-442-1167 Visa & MC) 


ELAN PATTERNS & SUPPLIES 
534 Sandalwood Dr, El Cajon, CA 92021 


100+ Vintage & Ethnic Sewing Patterns 


32-page Catalog, $3.00 ppd. 


(refundable with order) 
Dept. TH, 2000 Riverside Dr., #3 
Asheville, NC 28804 www.folkwear.com 








CALL FOR 
FREE 
QUILTER'S 
CATALOG 


- Lt CATALOG 





www.qgheartland.com 





800-637-2541 





www.sewbeit.com 
| created a site to share my 


experiences, tools, and methods to 
successful sewing. Enjoy! 
nanc@sewbeit.com 


Chate Jen 


New! io 2002 


BaseWear Two Collection a a 
Pattern #1025 - $17.00 fF 
Straight Skirt, Taper Skirt, 
3/4 length Sleeve Top 


* Ease and FabricCharts Included 
Order from the Web or by Mail 
P.O. Box 858 
Royal Oak, Michigan 48068 j 


(248) 547-1080 


www.C JPatterns.com 
re 


« St Theresa Textile Trove * 
1329 Main Street, Cincinnati, OH 45210 
513.333.0399 
www.stheresatextile.com 


at heise - Fine Silks, Wools, African Prints, Guatemalan, 


Japenese, Bali, and Tie-Dye Fabrics 
* Madcloths - Beads - Buttons - Segeveligateats 


The Most Unique Collection of Beautiful Fabrics in 
the entire Chicago Area 


Classes * Sew Club + Wearable Art 


Personalized Attention 
dyllis1@ aol.com 
113 N. Cook St., Barrington, IL 847-381-5020 


JH INSTRUCTION 
SHOE MAKING 
Made from scratch. Use regular sewing machine. 
$1995 plus$450p&h www.marywalesioomis.com 


MARY WALES LOOMIS 
1487 T Parrott Dr., San Mateo, CA 94402 = 
Calitorma orders add $1. 65 sales tax (650) 345-8012 e 


BLUEPRINTS-PRINTABLES 
Natural fiber yardage cotton sheeting, silks, white 
& black viscose rayon chaliis. 

Accessory blanks: ruanas, silk covered earrings, 
silk scarf clips, flat & folded silk bias. 

Custom Orders: cut & pearl edge your ruanas & 
scarves, make up your buttons, scarf clips & bias. 
Blueprint yardage, squares & watercolor paper 
prepared for printing, washable, non-toxic. 

Book: BLUEPRINTS on FABRIC, innovative 


uses for cyanotype by B. Hewitt Free catalog. 
www.blueprintables.com Ph: 1-800-356-0445 


See ad index on pages 104-105 for reader service numbers. 


Easily align your embroidery 
= designs BEFORE you HOOP! 
www.emgrid.com. 
Phone: (716) 685-3160 | 





Shapely Suze 


Pre-cut shapes to make life a little easier! 
Great for garments, quilts and crafts! 

We offer hearts, butterflies, flowers, teddy bears 
and more! 
www.shapelysuz.com 
All products are proudly made in the U.S.A. 





See eee eee Oo Sy 
Calontir Trim: Your best source for 


trim on the web. Mention “Threads” 


in your order for a 10% discount. 


www.calontirtrim.com 


ae T RA eee Ko! 


Secrets of Machine Embroidery 


Besigns,- Tuton Projects - Computer Per 


-Tips ‘& Techniques Freebies Instant Delivery 
over 4000 beautiful designs - 60 step-by-step tutorials 
The No 1 website for machine embroidery 
www.secretsof.com/embroiderytips 


RUI Finest Fabric Store 


WN HABERMAN 
ee FABRICS 


...for bridal, apparel, & home décor. 
Shopping, swatching, projects at 
www.habermanfabrics.com 


NEWI 905 S. Main St, Royal Oak, MI 48067 
Phone: 248.541.0010 FREE PARKING! 


We Teach a SKILL .. . NOT Just A Project! 
ADVANCE YOUR SEWING SKILLS 


By Video or Froma Teacher Near You 


TEACH OTHERS TO SEW 
Everything Is Supplied 


FREE Info: 1-888-LRN-2-SEW or 610-760-1908 
You Can Make It Inc. Box 247TH Walnutport, PA 18088 
http://www.youcanmakeit.com 


ala a tee 
; Professional Teachers 3 
SEWING Over 60 classes : 
QUILTING Dormitory housing 
BASKETRY 
KNITTING 
SURFACE DESIGN 
WEAVING 
SPINNING 
DYEING 
FELTING 
& MORE 
m 
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Work from Home Training Videos 


Upholstery (Furniture & Autos) M4 =r 
Window Treatments (Draperies & etc) 
Slip Covers & More 


http://\www.mervstrainingvideos.com 
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RETIREMENT SALE 


OLEGANCE UNLIMITED, INC. 


rra RTE m pirni y byn C oer 





- Hundreds of large 4" X 5“ coordinated fashion samples 
- Unique and designer fabrics - Personalized service 
- Alt fabrics in stock for immediate delivery 





The Finest 


- Serving professionals and at-home designers aa TE 


CALL 1-800-4321-SEW 


MAL Designs Sy a 
On-line & Mail Order Pattern Company: payee Sse Rue Suna | 
Quilt Patterns, Crocheted Quilt Patterns, ae. i. he | 
Pillow Patterns, Fabrics, Kits, Notions 

http://mandlidesigns.com 

mipatterns@aol.com 


Brought 
to You 


Secure on-line ordering. We accept credit ING ate vege ee NN 
card, check & money order - 


M&EL Designs PO. Box 195 Coos Bay, OR P7420 ™ 


Instructional videos teaching 
efficient and professional 
techniques for making pillows. 


888-745-5797 


www.thepillowlady.com 
Vintage Kimono Fabrics 
See us on Ebay—unique vintage 


ee Fabrics auctioned every week! 


Ge, Find us through a link at our website: 
www. katiesvintagekimono.com 
katienwalt@earthlink.net 


New Vintage Fabric Photos Weekly — Shop Online — 


Katie’s Vintage Kimono 
PO. Box 1813 + Belfair, WA 98528 * (360) 275-2815 


Ont Label Kit / 


P tinted Custom- L abels 


Catalog sent with sampl es and order fos. 
E-mail: postman@sterlingtape.com. 
www.sterl ingtape.com 


1-888-312-0113 


S terling a lame 
Tape Co. 


Dept TM3 / P.O. Box 939 
Winsted CT 06098 
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See ad index on pages 104-105 for reader service numbers. 


WORLD OF 


burda FASHION 


MAGAZINE 


Monthly magazine. 50 to 60 patterns in each issue. 


Each pattern in five sizes. 
Send $15 for 3 issue trial subscription to GLP 


INTERNATIONAL, POB 9868, Englewood, NJ 07631-6868, 


call 201/871-1010, e-mail: info@glpnews.com 
Visit us at: www.glpnews.com/Crafts.html 





Scissors WH AEIHGE Makes a 
' great gift! 


ee Silver or gold rhodium 
aL 7) scrollwork on 
24" cable chain. 


$32 plus S&H. 
Toll free 877-277-0811 + MC & Visa * www.arraia.com 
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down-under’ delights! 


thethreadstudio. com 


gallery, handy hints, playways, catalogue 
and yes - we mail order to the US! 
(takes around seven to ten days only) 


ph +61 89227 1561 fax +61 8 9227 0254 








¢ Softops Hat Pattern® 
designed for people with hair loss 


| © 2003 Hat Calendar 
| œ Straw Hat Making Video 


| inquiries: 
FROH ETHS 
















1-800-474-4287 orders only 


aheadinc@cox.net * www.aheadproductions.com 




















An exquisite collection ofthe finest quality imported, 

domestic and designer silks, wools, cottons, synthetics 
and more! To receive a selection 
of fabric swatches 4 times a year, 
send a $12.00 check or money 
order to: 


| | THREADS 
a Sr oe Hix 


SILK FABRICS by asail- 
SHR Doupioni 
Silk Doupioni + China Silk + Silk Shantung © Silk Organza 

Silk Crepe 4ply + Duchess Satin > Silk Charmeuse 
“Heavy Shantung Plain > Heavy Shantung Rib 
Crepe-de-chine © Douptoni Silk Metallic © Silk Taffeta 
Silk Linen © Silk Chiffon < Raw Silk Noil © Silk Gauze 
Silk Organza Metallic Plain/Crinkle 
Visitour Website or 
Call toll free for free brochure 
SUPER SILK 
P.O.BOX 527596 Dept. T 
Flushing, NY 11352 


1-800-432-7455 (718) 886-2606 

















www.VelvetFabric.com 


* Velvet & Velveteen 

* Wedding & Formal Fabrics 
* PVC — Wearable Vinyl 

* Fleece 


Phone: 1-866-583-5838 
1-866-5-Velvet 
Email: Velvet4Sale@AOL.COM 


gosta 
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Quiltcherms. com 


Fun & Easy Quilt Block kits, Fre-cut Quilt Charme, C 
Fabulous Fat Quarters, FREE FATTERNS & Morell <= 


Order on line: latte eal .cCOM 
Email us: darlin EEN 
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Fine Fashion Fabrics 


Special Occasion + Bridal IS 
Silks « Linen « Cottons 
Wools * Cashmere 


k 
Special Requests Welcome = 


TOLL FREE 877-255-4899 la a 
420 Shoppers World Court New Sfore: 
j 9673 West Broad St. | 


Charlo tesville, VA22901 
email: Lfabriques@ aol.com Richmond, VA 23060 
wwwiesfabriques.com ejna (804) 290-8844 


a 








PEGEE MILLER 
Fashion Designer 





P.O. Box 127, Dept. T 
Williamsburg, VA 23187-0127 
Brochure $2.50 


www.pegee.com * sales@pegee.com 


m r 






E a -aaia Design| 


—~ ree — J innovative patterns 
funky to fabulous 
Hop up to plus size! 
5 catalog $2- Dept.T 
| Box 561, Gibsons, BC 
| Canada VON tVO 





Contemporary 
Classics 
For women who 


love to sew! 


För free brochure 
Call 5109955.916] 


Marketplace 





Online discount designer fabrics by the yard or 


by the bolt. Over a million yards of italian Wooten, 


Silk, Pure Linen, Lace Trim, Ribbon, Buttons... 


Over 3000 iten items!!! | 














The 25th Sanwal 
MARIN QUILT & NEEDLE ARTS SHOW 
Aug. 29, 30, 31, 2003 Preview, Aug. 28 6-9 pm 


Marin Center Exhibit Hall 
Avenue of the Flags, San Rafael, CA 


FEATURED ARTISTS: Velda Newman, Quilts, Sylvia 
Polk, Needle Arts, Sharie Rody, Wearable Arts 


Over 500 Quilt, Wearable Arts & Needlework Entries 
Merchant Mall, Opportunity Drawings, Door Prizes 


For more information, phone: 415.507.9146 or 
visit us on the web: 


We WW eT Be 


Stretch & Sew Fabrics 
Your fashion sewing headquarters for 32 years 
Fashion fabrics, unique patterns 
I Love to Sew Club available by mail 
Call about our Ultrasuede® swatch program 
Authorized Baby Lock Elite Dealer 
521 W. 98th Street, Bloomington, MN 55420 
(952) 884-7321 


Fahy 


sewing n 


Zippers... Threads... 
Buttons... Pins... 
Sewing Notions... 

and so much more! 





SoftiFabric) Photos, 
Use your computer and ink-jet printer, 
or we'll do if for you. Soft, washable and sewable. 


www .fotosonfabric.com 


Soft Fabric Photos, 1635 5. Urban Way, Lakewood, CO 80228 
303-716-9240; orders@fotosonfabric com 


Keep your Threads back issues 





looking brand new. 


Store your treasured copies of Threads in 
slipcases for easy reference again and again! Bound 
in dark green and embossed in gold, each case 
holds more than a year’s worth of Threads. 
Only $8.95 ($24.95 for 3, $49.95 for 6). 


Add $1.50 per case for P&H. Outside the U.S., add $3.50 each 
(U.S. funds only). CT residents add 6% sales tax. 


To place an order using your credit card, call 
1-800-888-8286 or send your order and payment to: 
Taunton Direct, Inc., PO. Box 5507 
Newtown, CT 06470-5507 





See ad index on pages 104-105 for reader service numbers. 


Toll Free 
(866) FABRIC-1 


th Liey —Lovelli Livelis 


Fashion Fabries 


° Quality fabrics for casual, career, 
bridal and formal wear. 


e Free swatching service. 






4Z\SPANDEX HOUSE, INC. 


Source of STRETCH FABRICS. 
Quality SPANDEX & LYCRA”, all weights and types. 
Specializing in Spandex & Lycra® 
MAIL ORDER WELCOME 


www.spandexhouse.com email: sales@spandexhouse.com 
263 W. 38th Street, New York, NY 10018 


Tel: (212) 354-6711. Fax (212) 354-7432 


WE MAKE IT EASY TO BUILD 
YOUR NEEDLEWORK LIBRARY | 


Catalog $1.00-Free Search Service : 


Hard-to-Find Needlework Books | 
| 96 Roundwood, Newton, MA 02464 || 


617-969-0942 


http://www.needleworkbooks.com 











k Silkworks 
a Silk Dyes, Paints, Fabrics WwW 
j Ribbons to Dye 
Catalog $2 by mail 
Fibre Art Supplies ® Books and Australian magazines 
Send inquiries to 6001 Providence Rd., Va. Beach, VA 23464 





Hugo's Newey TAPE 


50 Foot Rolls 


1/2”, 1", 2”, 2-3/8" 
SELF CLING NO GLUE 


P 5 
THREAD UNRAVELING 


www.getcreativeshow.com/amazingtape.htm 


RETAIL 1 (323) 727-1231 WHOLESALE 








sewincredible.com 


Featuring 


On-Line Supplier Thread 5756 E. L.A. Ave 
Machine Embroidery Fro Simi Vatiey, Ca. 93063 


Tajima West e-mail 
Quitting Supplies Kathieen®sewineraditie.cen 


DAFA 805-581-3773 
"Virtual Show and Ten” Fre: 


Visit our 
wwe sewincredible.com 


THE BUCKHEAD FABRIC SALON 
ATLANTAS FINEST” 
3655 ROSWELL RD., STE. 112 
ATLANTA, GA. 30342 
404-848-9424 





Downtown Le Mars, lowa bi LacyLovelies@yahoo.com 





wwwiuhesilkworks.com # (757) 523-0953 


= Order One or More! CUSTOM-MADE ~” 


ZIPPERS 


We are America’s #1 source for zippers you 
- cannot find in a retail store. All zippers made to 
= your specifications, and shipped quickly. Easy 
= on-line ordering process—simple to use! 

= Order one zipper or a dozen, all custom made. 


ZIPPER SOURCE sw 


1900 W. Kinzie St, Chicago, IL 60622 
= Phone: 312-492-7200 @ Fax: 312-243-1600 
Poe WWW. zippe rsource.com (ayaa 







INSPIRATIONAL SCISSORS 
Offers a complete line of Video 
___ And Booklet Patterns, Fabrics, 

) > Finials, Window Treatments and 
Scissors, Visit our Website @ 
WWW inspirationalscissors.com 
or call us toll free 866-398-7366. 


Beacon a 
Fabric, ) Notions 


Free 40 page Catalog 








www.beaconfabric.com 
Embellishing Thread 
Pillow Forms & Home Dec Supplies 
13 different Embroidery Stabilizers 1 yd each 


$24.95 includes free shipping (USA), exp. 1-31-03 
6801 Gulfport Bvld, So, #10 


South Pasadena, FL 33707 800-713-8157 


Thred Embroidery Digitizing 
Program 


www.thredworks.com 
1-877-398-1982 
Only $189 Free Embroidery Designs 


Marionette Puppet 
patterns; ethnic quilt 
and applique patterns; 
Beautiful cottons from 
African, India, 
Malaysian, Indonesian 
and Australian. 


The Unique Spool 
407 Corte Majorca, 
Vacaville, CA 95688 
(707) 448-1538 
www.uniquespool.com 


Catalog $2.00, refundable with first 
purchase. 





North Bay Button Company 


Northbaybutton.com has the largest 
selection of beautiful buttons on the 
Internet. 





Shop our Web store for an amazing 
variety of fashion buttons that will 
dazzle and amaze you. All at discount 
prices! 


www.northbaybutton.com 
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[Julie Aseamstobe.com 


© Custom slipcovers by measurement. 


*Home Dec Fabrics *Dupioni Silks 
Prewashed natural canvas for slipcovers. 


http://www.seamstobe.com 








603-934-0120 





genuine 


ae r 
A Polartieece 


fabrics direct from the source 
Malden Mills’ ye ar rou nd l 
" store 


www.maldenmillsstore.com | 


Shop on4ine or call toll free 877-289-7652 for a $5 swatch pack 


dalinai ahida. ET + ew va ener! ean’ 


Bion Betsy's cob 


snr” delivered monthly & 
Delicas ° Seed ° Crystals ° Trim 





at Button Box Quilt Shop 


v 
wy 
\ Japanese Fabrics are our specialty 
\ 


Fine Cottons for Quilting and Clothing 
\ Workshops and classes, pattems, books and handbag hardware \ 
German Engineered PFAFF Sewing Machines and Sergers ` 
Over 14,000 Distinctive Styles of Buttons \ 


www. buttonboxquiltshop.com 
\ 974 Great Piain Ave. Needham, MA 1-866-478-4582 Fa 


e Supplies for the fashion sewist 
e Designer patterns 
e Notions œ Beautiful Buttons 


ft es | Ai ai e 
www.thesewingplace.com 
1-800-587-3937 
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Design & Sew © Paw Prints « ReVisions | 
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See ad index on pages 104-105 for reader service numbers. 





Everyone in search of 
unique, creative fabrics 





FINE Al ARTISTS s MATERIALS 
-~ Correctable 
Fabric Paints, Pastels 
and Stenciling Powders 


www.duva.com 
1-877-277-8374 






W as from around the world. 
C Please call for personalized swatch service 
w S ud linens, silks, woolens 

FINE FABRICS (816) 842-7808 


ni Is Huge collection 
2450 GRAND AVENUE ® KANSAS CITY, MO 64108 





Kimono Narae 


Bargain Japanese Kimono, Obi and fabric 


www.trocadero.com/kimonome 


Martinez, CA ° 925-372-0517 














Certified Organic 
-= 


Cotton Fabrics 


Tel: 806-428-3345 
Fax: 888-439-6647 


www.cottonplus.com- info@cottonplus.com 





"3 Popular Demand 
60565 













$19.95 
+$3.00S&H 






modern, casual style 
www.fabriccollections.com 


] NEW PATTERNS 


KRUH 
KNITS 


MERCHANTS MERCHANTS TO THE MACHINE KNITTER THE MACHINE KNITTER, 


OUR CATALOGUE FEATURES 
OVER 13,000 ITEMS FOR 
MACHINE KNITTERS 
SEND $5.00 TO: 


1097 HWY 101 $, STE D-3 - GREER, $C 29651 
800.248.5648 » FAX 864.801.8210 


CUTTING CORNERS 
900 S. Orlando Avenue 
Winter Park, FL 32789 









Fabrics. nel 


http://www.fabrics.net 
(800) 483-5598 





Patterns for haty & gloves 





Multi-size hat & glove patterns, 
Glovemaking supplies, 
Millinery supplies, needles, 

Fabrics, books, blocks & more Ask for free brochure NEW! . 
2112S. Spokane St. f | W 
Seattle, WA 98144 H| SJA 
TOLL FREE: 1-800-369-4974  / r aan Del 
I Dp S 


Pattar Y Stad 


For Distinctive Hats & Gloves 
P.O Box 15874 


Cincinnati, OH 45215-0874 
(513) 821-HATS 


www.graineline-gear.com K 


ch ome 


Crossroads Jacket | 


-Grainline Gear 


www patternstudio.com 
pstudio@pattemnstudio.com 





Lycra® House, Inc. 


232 W. 37th Street 
(Between 7th & 8th Ave.) 
New York, NY 10018 
Best source of spandex, lycra, 
trimmings and feathers. 
Wholesale and retail. 
Mail order available. 
Ask for swatches. 


Phone: 212-868-0944 
Fax: 212-868-0948 


www.lycrahouse.com 





52 FREE On-Line 
Bernina Artista Designer 
Software Lessons 







From 
Creative Sewing Machines 
Mt. Airy, NC 








www.creativesewing.com 





Marketplace 


Fitting Tips! 


The Resource for Users of Patternnwking Software 


Visit us online for a free sample of the 
Fitting Tips! Newsletter. 


` 


Check out our trade-up of fer for owners of Click and Sew’ to move up 
to Pattern Master Boutique’. Exercises in Pattern Master Boutiguie 
our tutorial for beginning users is included. 


www, fittingtips.com 
P.O. Box 290651 
Nashville, TN 372291 


info@fittingtips.com 
600-213-0673 pin 1212 





Vintage fabrics 
1920's to the Retro 1960's & 1970's 


Your secure online vintage fabric store for the 
clothing designer, quilter, home decorator, 
and collector. 


cotton : silk - polyester - dimity - dotted swiss 
rayon + barkcloth - and much more! 


Revival 
Fabrics 
wwweevivalfabrics.com 


STATEMENT OF OWNERSHIP, MANAGEMENT, AND 
CIRCULATION 


(Required by 39 U.S.C. 3685) 


l. Publication title: Threads. 2. Publication No.: 0882-7370. 3. Fil- 
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Blue? 


Sad about not finding 
gorgeous fabric at great 
prices? Call us. 


Apple Annie Fabrics 
566 Wilbur Av. (Rt. 103) 
Swansea, MA 02777 
508/678-5187 
aafabrics@aol.com 








Shop at Home with Stretch and Sew 
Fabrics By Maii: 
Fine quality knits, wovens and stretch fabrics sent 
to your home each month. Dyed-to-match inter- 
lock, rib trim, and fleece. Choose coordinating fabrics 
for a complete look. 
Great Copy Club: 
Great ideas sent you each month with instructions to 
duplicate the best looks in ready-to-wear. 


Fabrics By Mail—-$30.00/year 
Great Copy Club—$25.00/year 
Join both and save: only $50.00/year 


Great Copy Stretch and Sew 
4901 Washington Ave. Racine, WI 53406 
262-632-2660 www .greatcopy.com 








Classified 


The CLASSIFIED rate is $5.50/word, minimum 15 


words. Payment must accompany order. Send to Threads, 


Classifieds, PO Box 5506, Newtown, CT 06470-5506, or 
fax to 203-426-3434. The deadline for the Feb./ March 
issue is November 14, 2002. 


NILIES 


CRAFTING HANDMADE SHOES book, video and 
workshop information is available at 
www.simpleshoemaking.com or Shoemaking, Box 
53, Shutesbury, Ma. 01072. 


BUSINESS OPPORT I 


$400 WEEKLY ASSEMBLING beaded jewelry/ 
products from home. Rush SASE: Home Assembly— 
TH, Box 216, New Britain, CT 06050-0216. 


EASY WORK! Te PAY! Assemble craft 
items at home. Call toll free 1-800-467-5566, 
ext. 4046. 


$506.25 WEEKLY SEWING BABY BIBS! For 
information send SASE to: Stuff-4-Kids, P.O. Box 
1060, El Toro, CA 92609 


FABRICS 


CANADIANS! 70+ Ultrasuede* colours. Yardage, 
squares, scraps. Swatches $10.00. Linda’s, Norwich, 
Ontario NOJ 1P0. 1-877-212-6586 

www oxford.net/~ lindas 


LUXURIOUS IMPORTED FAUX FUR FABRICS per- 
fect for all your creative needs. “TM STUFFED”, 
Phone (215) 322-8946. www.imstuffedfur.com 








: aw Junk Jeans Book 
: nf Eazy Quilts & Wall Hangings 


Why not preserve your baby’s first pair 
of Jeans or recycle your favorites? 
Easy instructions - Full color- Patterns incl. 
605-532-5625 or luveta@itctel. com 


te mb Poti 


i os K 9 * Bass a is si 


armen of Ready Made 
i Iron-On Metal and | 
Swarovski’ Crystal Transfers | 


¢ Crystal Zippers 
e Knit Sew-in Collars 


1365S. Juniper ¢ Escondido, CA 92025 


60 page aye Qe ~ 553.50 è WWW. VARIATE com 


Famous NVC Decorator Building 


comes to you! 


All Major Brand Fabrics 


www.FabricOutlet.com 


“a touch of class for your home at great prices!” 
800.582-2624 
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www.laceland.com 
Visit our website to shop for bridal laces, Lycra, other 
fabrics, notions and patterns. 


ULTRASUEDE* $29.97 - $39.97 YD., 120 Swatches, 
$10.00. Field’s Fabrics, 1695-44th, Grand Rapids, MI 
49508-5001. 1-800-67ULTRA. www.fieldsfabrics.com 


LYCRAS*NOTIONS*LACES*PATTERNS* 

Fabrics and patterns for swimsuits, lingerie, skating, 
drill team and dance costumes. A fantastic selection 
of lycras, powernets, glistenets, tricots, lingerie laces, 
notions, underwires, bra cups, etc. Quantity dis- 
counts available. Catalog—$3.00. Color swatches— 
$2.00. FABRIC DEPOT, P.O. Box 411, Garwood, TX 
77442-0411. Phone or Fax (979) 758-3100. 
www.FabricDepotCo.com 


ACCESSORIES / MIS(¢ 


ACCEPT CREDIT CARDS in your threads business. 
No application fee! No monthly minimum! No leases! 
Please call 888-549-6424. 


ACID-FREE STORAGE BOXES and tissues for dolls 
quilts, needle art, wedding/christening dresses, col- 
lectibles. Museum-quality. Free info: (888)-878-1212. 
www .craftgard.com 


HAVE A FEW VERY NICE Portable Singer 


Featherweights. (221). Cases included. Toll free 
877-449-8625. 
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Have comments 


you want to share 
about sewing or 
needlework? A 
funny or interesting 
story about your 
embellishing or 
quilting adventures? 
A page from your 
sketchbook we ought 
to see? Send it to: 
Threads Closures, 
63 S. Main St., 

PO Box 5506, 
Newtown, CT 
06470-5506. 
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FABRIC FORAYS 
PAST... 


by Mindy Saunders 


Whenever I want to return to the 
Caribbean, where my husband and 
I spent six years cruising in our 
sailboat, I open the closet door in 
my sewing room; there I find 
enough fabrics from every West In- 
dian island to fill half a fabric store. 
And there was no shopping ad- 
venture quite like the one my friend 
Sharon and I took while our hus- 
bands did “boat things” while 
docked in a marina along the Rio 
Dulce. Sharon and I took a bus to 
Guatemala City, found a hotel room 
downtown, and planned 

our shopping 
strategy. 


7 i VA, 2 P 


Most of the fabric stores were with- 
in a five-block area, and we planned 
to hit them all. 

After breakfast the first morning 
we headed to the stores we were 
advised to visit. By 2 p.m. we had 
filled our bags with fabric, so we re- 
turned to the hotel and stashed our 
purchases before buying any more. 

In the afternoon, the city streets 
were clogged with people and bus- 
es. We were having trouble breath- 
ing after walking just a few blocks. 
Fortunately, I had two bandannas 
in my backpack; I gave one to 
Sharon, then opened up mine and 
quickly formed a mask. Voila! The 
noxious fumes were cut drastically 
and we walked more comfortably. 

“People are staring at us, Mindy,” 
Sharon said in a muffled voice. 

“So what?” I replied. “They don’t 
know who we are.” 

“I hope the cops don’t nab us as 
burglary suspects,” she said, near- 
ly tripping over a canvas bag. 
When we got back to the ho- 
tel we barely made it up the 
stairs with the fabric. As we 
examined each piece we de- 

clared our plans for it. We 
envisioned making wallets 
for Christmas gifts, pillow 
shams and upholstered 
cushions for our boats, 
shirts for our husbands, 
shorts for ourselves—our 
creativity was endless. 
After we unloaded our 
bags, we returned to the stores 
and shopped until suppertime. 
We slept like babies that night 
and awakened early in the morning 
to begin the whole process again. 

We ate at a Chinese restaurant 
our second night in the city, and fell 
into a booth. We 
dragged out our purchases, and 


exhausted 


talked sewing talk with the same 
gusto that men talk football. 

Our bus was going to leave at 
6:30 in the morning, so we had to 
pack that night. What fun we had 
stuffing 55 pieces of fabric into four 
canvas bags and two duffel bags. 

“Maybe we can ask the hotel to 
ship this to the marina,” I said. 

“No way,” said Sharon. “I bet if I 
sit on this it will compress and fit.” 

I filled my duffel bag with a stack 
of fabric and then Sharon sat on it. 
I helped her up and quickly 
stacked more fabric on top so she 
could repeat the action. We 
laughed uncontrollably until the 
hotel’s manager came to the door. 

The next morning we wore as 
much as we could and headed 
slowly to the bus terminal. Three 
bags each was almost too much, 
even for a couple of fabricaholics 
still drunk on our purchases. We 
had to stop to shift our loads as 
we tried to find a water taxi large 
enough to carry us back to the ma- 
rina. When we arrived our hus- 
bands gasped at the sight of us. 

We were looking forward to 
sewing; all we had to do was set 
the color and shrink each piece. 
It’s years later and I still wear some 
of my shorts, and my husband 
wears the shirts I made him. 

Sadly, my stash of fabric grew 
when I inherited Sharon’s after her 
death a few years ago. I think Ill 
make a basic quilted throw of all 
this happy fabric. Sharon would 
enjoy that because I'll have to take 
a quilting class to expose me to 
more fabrics and more wonderful 
women who hang out in fabric 
stores and dream creative dreams. 


Mindy Saunders, from Salida, Colo., 
is aretired reporter and sailor. 
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Sloan Howard 


IN DETAIL exauisite embroidery and 


exuberant color run rampant over this late nineteenth cen- 
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tury crazy quilt. The fabrics are silk, the embroidery is 


urtesy of Amencan Tartile His 


worked by hand with fine chenille as well as cotton floss, and 


the quilt is in exceptional condition. To enjoy our flirtation 


with contemporary crazy quilting, turn to p. 32. » ee SI od Pi É 


tary Museum, Lowe! 
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